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KEY TO SYMBOLS

.Equality or equal chances
White has a slight advantage
Black has a slight advantage
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White is better
Black is better

White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage

unclear

with compensation
with counterplay
with initiative
with an attack
with the idea

only move

novelty

a good move

an excellent move
a weak move

a blunder

an interesing move
a dubious move
check

mate






EDITORIAL PREFACE

As a professional chess player, I know exactly how important it is to perform
well in tactical calculations. We face them so often, that after playing a great
game, we can simply blunder something and throw away a safe point, causing
ourselves sleepless nights!

In almost 15 years of active chess career I have solved thousands of puzzles,
like most of my GM colleagues — it is a clear must for a professional player to
stay in a sharp shape.

Many puzzle books are based on artificial positions or selected only for their
beauties. The concept of my book is different. The highest priority is to use “the
practical aspect of the puzzles” and take the level of calculation to a com-
pletely new dimension.

All the puzzles have been selected from recent games, trying to put the reader
in the shoes of “the player”.

The strength of the different sections also might give you the right evaluation
of your current tactical skills and will develop them further.

I tried to mix three things in my book:
1. have a lot of fun by solving the puzzles,
2. discover many new tactical ideas,
3. and of course the direct practical use in the future games.

A very important moment to keep in mind — all the practical motifs from
the book can definitely be used in your future games!

Enjoy!






INTRODUCTION

Useful information for the dear readers

The book contains 365 puzzles of different level and a huge range of tactical
ideas. All the puzzles have been collected from practical games of the first four
months of the year 2012, from events like Wijk ann Zee, Gibraltar, Aeroflot
Open, the European Individual Championship, etc

The book consists of five chapters

1. Easy (109 Puzzles)

2. Medium (122 Puzzles)
3. Hard (74 Puzzles)

4. Tests (50 Puzzles)

5. Top 10 (10 Puzzles)

All in all 365 puzzles.

In the “easy”, “medium” and “hard” sections, the puzzles are sorted accord-
ing to the date of the current game. The “Top 10” is based on the level of
beautiness of the puzzles.

I advice you to finish the first three chapters of the book. Before going to the
“Tests” section.

The “easy” section is a good warm-up, but even here you might find some
examples, which are not direct. For the “medium” you will need to find a si-
lent place and to concentrate better, some of the puzzles are already as hard as
a walnut. For the “hard” section you must be... hard! Some positions are very
tough, here you should definitely pay more attention to the “smiley” helpers
which could lead you to the right path.



Here are your four biggest helpers

- if you see this face, then there are two ways to victory.

- try to find a silent move, which is usually based on
a tactical idea

- Your intuition is requested now. When it is impossible
to calculate the lines until the end, you should try to
feel that things must work out well for you.

- itis really the time to have a deep thought. It might be,
that the most obvious move is not the right one or the
“main” move of the line is not the first one.

In case You see a puzzle without a “smiley”, you need to find the right moves
on your own.

Each chapter has its own solution part, in some of the puzzles you will find
word explanations as well.
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EASY

1

> L. Babujian (2474)

» S. Ter Sahakyan (2569)
Armenian Championship
22.01.2012

l... -+

> J. Alvarez Marquez (2398)
» V.Bologan (2680)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

1. +/-

(2)

> A. Motylev (2677)

» D. Vocaturo (2545)
Wijk aan Zee
22.01.2012

1. +-

4)

> V. Erdos (2634)

» T. Coleman (2536)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

1. +-
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> R. Felgaer (2571)
» A. Oberhofer (2299)

Gibraltar
24.01.2012

1. +-

m

> M. Parligras (2650)

» F. El Debs (2497)
Gibraltar
25.01.2012

1. +-

> E. Lund (2414)

» S. Movsesian (2700)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

l... —+

> J. Gallagher (2505)

» C. Allor (2145)
Gibraltar
27.01.2012

1. +-
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9) (10)

> M. Adams (2724) > G. Sargissian (2683)
» D. Howell (2603) » R. Valhondo Morales (2046)
Gibraltar Gibraltar
30.01.2012 30.01.2012
1. +-

m (12)

> A. Shirov (2710) > F. Bindrich (2548)
» T. Baron (2498) » W. Uhlmann (2379)
Gibraltar German league
30.01.2012 04.02.2012

1. +- 1. +-
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(13

> P. Hoffmann (2317)
» L. Vogt (2410)
German league
04.02.2012

1. +-

(19)

> Le Quang Liem (2714)
» B. Savchenko (2609)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

1. +-

(14)

> V.Klyuner (2428)
» P. Nikolic (2636)
German league
05.02.2012

(16)

> M. Rodshtein (2634)
» Lu Shanglei (2516)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

1. +/-
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(n

> D. Khismatullin (2664)

» Zhou Jianchao (2619)
Aeroflot Open
08.02.2012

1. +-

(19)

> P. Ponkratov (2611)
» K. Grigoryan (2482)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

1... -/+

(18)

> F. Caruana (2736)
» E. Iturrizaga (2649)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

1. +/-

(20)

> S. Grigoriants (2570)
» Shen Yang (2447)
Aeroflot Open
10.02.2012
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21)

> F. Caruana (2736)
» I. Khairullin (2638)
Aeroflot Open
11.02.2012

1. +-

(23]

> A. Jankovic (2568)
» I. Bukavshin (2517)
Aeroflot Open
14.02.2012

(22)

> D. Dubov (2498)

» G. Guseinov (2634)
Aeroflot Open
11.02.2012

1. +-

(24)

> G. Pap (2533)

» S. Sjugirov (2622)
Aeroflot Open
14.02.2012

l... —+
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EASY

(25)

> V. Akopian (268s5)
» G. Gajewski (2616)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

1. +-

210

> S. Zhigalko (2658)
» Y. Zherebukh (2593)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

1 =y s

(26)

> S. Sjugirov (2622)
» K. Sasikiran (2700)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

1... =/+

(28)

> W. Moranda (2568)
» G. Gajewski (2616)
Polish Championship
23.02.2012

1. +/-
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(29)

> A. Rustemov (2537)
» M. Feygin (2521)
German league
25.02.2012

(31)

> D. Abel (2427)

» A. Gasthofer (2456)
German league
26.02.2012

> A. Volokitin (2686)

» H. Steingrimsson (2562)
German league

25.02.2012

1. +-

(32)

> S. Bogner (2534)
» K. Bischoff (2547)
German league
26.02.2012

1. +-
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EASY

> E. Sutovsky (2696)
» A. Finkel (2499)
Israelian league
03.02.2012

> T. Likavsky (2486)
» V.Jobava (2704)
Austrian league
04.03.2012

1. -/+

(34)

> Barbosa,Ev (2399)
» Z. Andriasian (2616)

Cappelle la Grande Cappelle la

Grande FrA
03.03.2012
l.—+

> E. Rozentalis (2592)
» A. Fauland (2452)
Austrian league
04.03.2012

1. +-
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3N

> T.Petrosian (2643)
» D. Arutinian (2553)
Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

1. +-

> B. Amin (2608)

» T. Petrosian (2643)
Cappelle la Grande
06.03.2012

1. =

> V. Zakhartsov (2563)
» D. Jojua (2507)
Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

1. +-

(40

> E. Janev (2484)

» And. Sokolov (2577)
Cappelle la Grande
06.03.2012

1... —+
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4

> T. Abrahamyan (2322)
» 1. Kurnosov (2657)
Cappelle la Grande
07.03.2012

1... -+

(43)

> B. Avrukh (2591)
» D. Navara (2700)
Reykjvaik Open
09.03.2012

1..=/+/-/+

(42)

> J. Gunnarsson (2424)
» Ro. Hess (2635)
Reykjavik Open
08.03.2012

) B

(44)

> D. Muse (2388)
» H. Teske (2547)
German league
17.03.2012

l... —+
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(43) (46)

> M. Bluebaum (2388) > A. Lauber (2464)
» Z. Medvegy (2531) » K. Landa (2639)
German league German league
18.03.2012 18.03.2012

an (48)

> Iv. Saric (2643) > Y. Zherebukh (2580)
» P. Czarnota (2554) » N. Firman (2517)
German league German league
18.03.2012 18.03.2012

1. +- 1. +-
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49)

> D. Balokas (2080)

» H. Stefansson (2531)
European Championship
20.03.2012

(1)

> R. Hovhannisyan (2600)
» M. Codenotti (2328)
European Championship
20.03.2012

1. +-

> V. Erdos (2631)

» V. Nedilko (2392)
European Championship
20.03.2012

1. +-

(52)

> D. Lomsadze (2338)

» Z. Kozul (2602)
European Championship
20.03.2012

1. +-
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> F. Pancevski (2470)

» A. Volokitin (2695)
European Championship
20.03.2012

1. +-

> V. Durarbayli (2543)

» I. Smirin (2657)
European Championship
22.03.2012

1. +-

(v4)

> Z. Kozul (2602)

» C. Ali Marandi (2315)
European Championship
21.03.2012

> B. Macieja (2605)

» Al Manea (2381)
European Championship
22.03.2012

1. +-
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EASY

E)))

> P. Simacek (2447)

» V. Akopian (2684)
European Championship
22.03.2012

1... —+

> N. Maiorov (2552)

» E. Postny (2662)
European Championship
23.03.2012

> V. Akopian (2684)

» Val Popov (2546)
European Championship
23.03.2012

1. +-

> T. Nedev (2492)

» L. Pantsulaia (2595)
European Championship
23.03.2012

1... —+
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(61)

> F. Vallejo Pons (2693)
» T. Nabaty (2559)
European Championship
23.03.2012

1. +-

> M. Mchedlishvili (2626)
» P. Michalik (2529)
European Championship
25.03.2012

1. +-

(62)

> A. Giri (2717)

» F. Holzke (2508)
European Championship
24.03.2012

(64)

> A. Riazantsev (2710)
» B. Esen (2555)
European Championship
25.03.2012

1. +-
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EASY

> Iv. Saric (2649)

» M. Nikolov (2550)
European Championship
25.03.2012

1. +-

(67)

> I. Sokolov (2653)

» V. Nevednichy (2562)
European Championship
27.03.2012

> H. Gabuzyan (2441)

» B. Damljanovic (2582)
European Championship
27.03.2012

> A. Mastrovasilis (2510)
» I. Salgado Lopez (2621)
European Championship
28.03.2012

1. +/-
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29

> E. Safarli (2645)

» V. Durarbayli (2543)
European Championship
28.03.2012

(M

> A. Boruchvsky (2333)
» H. Stefansson (2531)
European Championship
29.03.2012

1. +-

(70

> M. Yilmaz (2530)

» Bo. Vuckovic (2628)
European Championship
28.03.2012

1. -/+

(12)

> L. Lenic (2637)

» V. Neverov (2544)
European Championship
29.03.2012

1. +-
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EASY

(13)

> G. Szabo (2553)

» A. Petrisor (2383)
European Championship
29.03.2012

)y O

(79)

> Y. Kuzubov (2615)

» S. Azarov (2667)
European Championship
30.03.2012

l... —+

(14)

> A. Korobov (2679)

» Bo. Vuckovic (2628)
European Championship
30.03.2012

1. +-

(76)

> PE. Ami (2611)

» Y. Kryvoruchko (2666)
European Championship
30.03.2012

l... -+
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(m

> Arte Smirnov (2436)
» J. Radulski (2552)
European Championship
30.03.2012

1. +-

19)

> Y. Kryvoruchko (2666)
» F. Caruana (2767)
European Championship
31.03.2012

1. +/=

(18)

> Z. Kozul (2602)

» F. Pancevski (2470)
European Championship
31.03.2012

> L.D. Nisipeanu (2643)
» S. Azaladze (2419)
European Championship
31.03.2012

1. +-
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EASY

81

> Wang Yue (2702)

» Bu Xiangzhi (2668)
Xinghua

02.04.2012

> Li Shilong (2549)

» Bu Xiangzhi (2668)
Xinghua

04.04.2012

1...-/+

(82)

> G. Gopal (2572)

» T. Baron (2497)
India-Israel rapid match
03.04.2012

1. +-

(84)

> D. Baramidze (2612)
» N. Grandadam (2361)
Deizisau

09.04.2012

1. +/-
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> T. Burg (2464) > A. Motylev (2683)
» K. Bischoff (2521) > J. Geller (2544)
Deizisau Russian league
09.04.2012 09.04.2012

L..—+

8N (88)

> I Ibragimov (2539) > G. Margvelashvili (2547)
» B. Savchenko (2580) » B. Finegold (2505)
Russian league Saint Louis

11.04.2012 11.04.2012

l... -+
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EASY

> P. Svidler (2744)

» D. Jakovenko (2729)
Russian league
11.04.2012

1... —+

91

> P. Eljanov (2704)

» S. Movsesian (2702)
Russian league
13.04.2012

1... -/+

> M. Matlakov (2632)

» D. Khismatullin (2656)

Russian league
12.04.2012

(92)

> B. Grachev (2705)

» A. Poluljahov (2505)
Russian league
13.04.2012

1. +-
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35

> P. Svidler (2744)

» A. Morozevich (2765)
Russian league
13.04.2012

> Z. Abdumalik (2137)
» Z. Andriasian (2616)
Dubai Open

15.04.2012

1... -+

(94)

> P. Schlosser (2591)
» L. Vogt (2410)
German league
14.04.2012

1. +/-

> J. Gustafsson (2642)
» M. Venkatesh (2509)
Bangkok Open
15.04.2012

l... —+
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EASY

90

> S. Karjakin (2766)
» D. Kokarev (2637)
Russian league
15.04.2012

1. +-

> S. Vysochin (2550)
» V. Grinev (2404)
Nabokov memorial
19.04.2012

1. +-

> L. Morovic Fernandez (2577)
» Mat Latorre (2252)
Iberoamericano Championship
15.04.2012

1. +/-

(100)

> V. Belous (2524)
» A. Predke (2461)
Sochi

21.04.2012

1. +/-
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37

(101)

> S. Bromberger (2513)

» T. Likavsky (2486)
Austrian league
21.04.2012

1. +-

(103)

> V. Baklan (2612)
» T. Sachdev (2414)
Dubai Open
23.04.2012

1. +-

(102

> L. Thiede (2458)

» S. Siebrecht (2468)
Austrian league
22.04.2012

1... -+

(104)

> S. Vaibhav (2494)
» S. Maze (2577)
Lille Open
25.04.2012

1. +-
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EASY

(105)

> I. Bukavshin (2504)
» V. Fedoseev (2548)
Sochi

26.04.2012

1. +-

(107

> V. Babula (2572)

» M. Grunberg (2420)
Austrian league
29.04.2012

1. +-

(106)

> R. Antoniewski (2559)
» M. Olszewski (2539)
Italian league

28.04.2012

1. +-

(108)

> A. Czebe (2477)

» S> Arun Prasad (2517)
Melaka Open

29.04.2012

1. +-
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(109)

> Z. Mammadov (2378)
» G. Guseinov (2616)
Nakhchivan Open
29.04.2012

l... —+

39



— SOLUTIONS —

m
> L. Babujian (2474)
» Ter S. Sahakyan (2569)
Armenian Championship
22.01.2012

11... Wd2+! 12. Wxd2 cxd2+ 13.2xd2
Deg+ 14.Le1 Dxgs—+

2)
> A. Motylev (2677)
» D. Vocaturo (2545)
Wijk aan Zee
22.01.2012

31.e6! f5 [31..fxe6 32.Wxgg+-; 31...
D xe3 32.exf7++-] 32.Dxfs! gxfs [32...
A xes 33.Dxe7+ Exey 34.Wxes+-]
33.2g3! 34.Wxfs threats. 33... Re5
(33.. B8 34.Wgs++-] 34.Wxes+-

(3)
> Alvarez J. Marquez (2398)
» V.Bologan (2680)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

17.22ds! Ef7 [17..exds 18. & xe7+-]
18.2xe7+ Exe719.20d 4+ [Itwas even
better to play 19.Eb1! Wf8 20. & xey
Wxe7 21.Wd2+ with an exchange up.]

4)
> V. Erdos (2634)
» T. Coleman (2536)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

20.e5! Wxes [20..Dxes 21. £f4 £d6
22.Exd6! Wxd6 23. £ xb7+-] 21. 2 xb7
£¢6 22. 2xc8 Exc8 23.Zac1+-

%)
> R. Felgaer (2571)
» A. Oberhofer (2299)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

33.2)xe8! [33.Wxe8 Exe8 34.2)xe8]
33...2xe5 [33..8xdy 34.&xg7!+-
Traps the queen.] 34.%ds!+-

> E. Lund (2414)
» S. Movsesian (2700)
Gibraltar

24.01.2012

34...2e4! 35. 2xg7 Dxf2 36.Wxfs
(36.&xf2 Exgr-+] 36...Exg7
37.We6+ hy 38. Wfs+ h8-+

m
> M. Parligras (2650)
» F. El Debs (2497)
Gibraltar
25.01.2012

22.Bxg7! [22.2xh6? 2f6] 22..
Hxg7 23.Wxh6e+ g8 24.Wg6+
&h8 25.£c3+ 1-0[25.2c3+ £16
26. & xf6+ Exf6 27.Wxf6+ Wgy (27...
Bhy 28.Eer+-) 28.Wxgr+ Hxgy
29.Exh2+-]
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(8)
> J. Gallagher (2505)
» C. Allor (2145)
Gibraltar
27.01.2012

28.Wxd6! Wxd6 29.Exb7+ Fa8
30.Zd7+ Wc6 31.2xc6+ Excé
32. Exf7+-

9)
> M. Adams (2724)
» D. Howell (2603)
Gibraltar
30.01.2012

11 Ec8! £g8112. Bcy+ & f7 113. Exfr+
Dg8 114. Eg7+ 2f8 115.hxgq 1-0

(10)
> G. Sargissian (2683)
» R. Valhondo Morales (2046)
Gibraltar
30.01.2012

The last move of Black was 39...g2%?,
he wanted to win the game instead
of giving perpetual check with 3g...
Dh3+. 40.2g3! Exgs 41.Wes+
Dhy 42.Wf7+ 2he 43.Wf6+! g6
(43...Bg6 44.Wha+ Dhs 45.ds+-]
44.Wxfs+-

1

> A. Shirov (2710)
» T. Baron (2498)
Gibraltar
30.01.2012

42. Exf6+! 1-o[42.BExfe+ Exf6
43.e5+! Lxe5 44.c7+-)

(12)
> F. Bindrich (2548)
» W. Uhlmann (2379)
German league
04.02.2012

34.Excs! Wg1 The game finished
after mutual blunders. [34...Wxcs
35. 2 xg6! Bey 36. 2fs+ Hf8 (36...
Dh8 37 Le6+-) 37. L e6! Ecy 38. Wgs+
ey 39. £ ga+-] 35.£47 [35. &d5+! was
the ,correct” way to win 35..%h8
36.Why! W1+ 37.Dgg f5+ 38.8g5+-
] 35...£52 [35...Wxcs! 36. £xg6 Eey!
37. & fo+ B8 38. R e6 Hayw] 36. 2ds5+

1-0

(13

> P. Hoffmann (2317)
» L. Vogt (2410)
German league
04.02.2012

19.2)g6! 1-0[19.2)g6 Wc7 20.2)bs+-]

(13)
> V. Klyuner (2428)
» P. Nikolic (2636)
German league
05.02.2012

69.2e2! [But not 69.2)f32? Was+
70.2f1 Wbi+ 71.5f2 Wxg6-+] 69...
Waz [69..Wd2 70.e4! transposes to
the game] 70.e4! Prepares for 71.%f3
or 71.%e3. 70... %W c2 71. e3! 1-0 Mate
is coming on g1.
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EASY

(13)
> Le Quang Liem (2714)
» B. Savchenko (2609)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

25.2xe6! [25.20hs Wf8 26. Leq+]
25...86 [25..fxe6 26. Wxe6+ Hh8 (26...
Df8 27. R.ds+-) 27.Bc8++-] 26. Wcy!
With the threat of Wc8+! 26...h6 [26...
fxe6 27.Wxe6+ L8 28. £ds+-; 26...
We

27. W8+ Weg 28 Wic3! Eaz 29.0c7+-
] 27.2)c7! Ebg [27..Ec8 28.e6+-]
28.Wc2 2d8 29.66+-

(16)
> M. Rodshtein (2634)
» Lu Shanglei (2516)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

10.f4! Black has fallen into an open-
ing trap, he cannot prevent g4. 10...
286 [10..h6 11. &xf6 2xf6 12.g4%;
10..2De411. 2 xe7 Wxe7 12. £ xe4 dxeq
13.84 £86 14.f5+-] 11.f5 £ hs 12. & f4!
[12.g4 Dxg4 13. £ xe7 Wxe7 14.hxgs
£xg415.8d2+] 12...86 13.g4+-

m
> D. Khismatullin (2664)
» Zhou Jianchao (2619)
Aeroflot Open
08.02.2012

31. Wxh7+! [31.2e3 Df6+-] 31...Exhy
32.Bxhy+ &g8 33.g7! 1-0

(18)
> F. Caruana (2736)
» E. Iturrizaga (2649)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

37.c5+! Wxcs 38.Ec2! Wbs 39.Ec6+
Wxc6 40.2xc6 Lxc6 41.Wxe6+
&bs 42.Wcq+ b6 43. Wxbg+ Bc6
44.Wcq4+ 2d6 45.Wd3+ [45.bg+-]

(19)
> P. Ponkratov (2611)
» K. Grigoryan (2482)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

40...Ega+! 41. & xg2 hxga+ 42.Bxg2
Wh3+ 43. g1 Wgg+ 44.Sh2 WxdiF

(20)
> S. Grigoriants (2570)
» Shen Yang (2447)
Aeroflot Open
10.02.2012

19.2)f7! Eg8 20.2d8+! Exd8
[20...Fay 21.2)xe6+-] 21.Exd8 g5
22.2)bs+-
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21
> F. Caruana (2736)
» I. Khairullin (2638)
Aeroflot Open
11.02.2012

35.2Dc7+!! &d7 [35...Exc7 36. Exd6+!
xd6 37.Exd6#; 35.. 2 xc7 36. Exd6+
Exdé 37.Exd6#] 36.Dxe8 Lxe8
37.22xd6+ £ 8 38.bxag+-

(22)
> D. Dubov (2498)
» G. Guseinov (2634)
Aeroflot Open
11.02.2012

36.2xfs! Ees [36... £ xf4 37. 2.g6!+-
(37.Dxe7+ Wxey 38 Lxfyg+-) |
37.2.g4 [The textmove and 37.2)h4!?
are equally strong, but this was much
easier to find 37.. & xf4 38. £g6 Wg7
39. & xfa+-] 37..20df6 [37..&xf4
38. & xf4 Exfs 39. Wxeq+-]

38.Hxe4q! Exeq [38..2xeq4 39.f41+-
] 39.£2h3! £xc1 40.Wxc1+- hs?!
41.Wgs. Bf7 42.0xd6+1-0

(23)
> A. Jankovic (2568)
» 1. Bukavshin (2517)
Aeroflot Open
14.02.2012

59...20e6! [59..2g6!? also holds
the draw, but requires some addi-
tional exact moves 60. 2d4!? Exf3+
61.g2 (61.2h2 B3f4! 62.Exg6 Exdyg
63.Bxh6+ g8 64.Bhg6+ Shy
65.Exgs Bd2+ 66.2g3 Ed3+ 67.%h4
Eff3!) 61...B3f4! (61... D hg+ 62.Lh2+-
) 62.2e3 (62.Bxg6 Exdg 63.Exh6+
g8 64.Bhg6+ Lhy 65.Bxgs Bda+
66.Lg3 Ed3+ 67.2hg Eff3!l=) 62...
Eey4 63.Exg6 Exe3 64.Exh6+ g8
65. Zhg6+ Lhy 66.Exgs Ee2+ 67.Lg3
Ze3+ 68.2hg Eff3=] 60.2g2 Exf3
61.Eb7+ [61.Exe6 Ef2+ 62.2g1 Efi+
63.Lg2 E1f2+=] 61.. g8 62.Exe6
Ef2+ 63.22g1 Efi+ 64.2g2 Eif2+
65.2g1 Efi+ 1/2-1/2

(24)
> G. Pap (2533)
» S. Sjugirov (2622)
Aeroflot Open
14.02.2012

37...e4! 38.26 [38.fxe4 Wga+ 39.Bh2
fxgz+ 40.&2h1 Wxhg+-+; 38.gxfs
exf3-+] 38...Wxa6 [38..exf3!? 39.ay
fxg2 40.a8Q+ Bfy 41.Wcg Wf3—+]
39.gxf4 Wea2—+
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(25)
> V. Akopian (2685)
» G. Gajewski (2616)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

38.2xfs! Ed8 [38..Exc6 39.20h6+
ey 40.Bxf8 Hxdy 41.20g4+-]
39.2e3+! Le6 40.bs! 2d6 41.5)xcq+
s 42.2xes Lxbs 43.a3 [43.Ecai+-]
43...2¢s5 44.Ed11-0

(26)
> S. Sjugirov (2622)
» K. Sasikiran (2700)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

26... Exhy4! 27.Exhg4 £ xg5 28. Ehey!
£ xe3+ [28..d5 29.f4 dxe4 30.fxgs Ee8
31.2d4=] 29.Zxe3 £a6! 30.Eey
2xc4 31. £xcq4 Dxcq 32.Exd7 [32.
Zxhy d6f] 32...hs= /=/+, Black even-
tually managed to win the game.

(2n
> S. Zhigalko (2658)
» Y. Zherebukh (2593)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

28...20d2! 0-1[28..2)d2 29.Ee1 Ec1-+
(29...20xb1 30.Exb1 Dfs—+) |

(28)
> W. Moranda (2568)
» G. Gajewski (2616)
Polish Championship
23.02.2012

16.2)c4! Black cannot save his ds
pawn. 16...a4 [16..Ee8 17.2xb6
Wxb6 18.2xds D xds 19. £ xds £ xds
20.Exds+; 16..2a8 17.9xds! D xds
18.2xds £xds 19.e4+-] 17.2Dxb6
Wxb6 18.2xds Hxds 19. £ xds
£xds 20.Exds axb3 21.axb3+

(29)
> A. Rustemov (2537)
» M. Feygin (2521)
German league
25.02.2012

32.9f6! Exf6 [32..Lxf6 would
have been the only move 33. xf6+
g8 34.Ee3!+ with a clear advan-
tage.; 32... Wxez? 33. Wxhy#] 33. £ xf6
Ef8 34. 2xfs! £xf6 35. 2xe6 Wg7
[35..2xe6 36.Exf6+-; 35...2xhg
36. X xf8+ Pg7 37. & xd7 & xe138.Eb8
£ xas 39.Exb7+-] 36.Wh3+- [36.
Wf4l+- was even easier.)

(30)
> A. Volokitin (2686)
» H. Steingrimsson (2562)
German league
25.02.2012

25.20b6! xb6 26. Exd8 a7 27.2ds
6 28.2f 4! cxds 29. Lxes+- d4 30.85
e3 31.f6 gxf6+ 32.gxf6 1-o

(31)
> D. Abel (2427)
» A. Gasthofer (2456)
German league
26.02.2012
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(32)
> S. Bogner (2534)
» K. Bischoff (2547)
German league
26.02.2012

30.2h6! [30.Bc2+] 30...Wxfy
31.Dxf7+ Bgy 32.exf4 Lxf7 33.Ke3!
1-0[33.Ee3 Ec8 34.Ec2+-; 33.EBc2
£.d3)

(33)
> E. Sutovsky (2696)
» A. Finkel (2499)
Israelian league
03.02.2012

21.Exe7+! Dxe7 22.Wxe7+ b8
23.Ea3!' 1-0

(34)
> Ev Barbosa (2399)
» Z. Andriasian (2616)
Cappelle la Grande Cappelle
la Grande FrRA
03.03.2012

20... £xb2+! [20...c3 21.2xc3 Eb8!-
+] 21.&xb2 Eb8+ 22.az2 Dbg+!
23.Wxbg [23.%b2 Dd3+ 24.Fa2
Eb2+ 25. a1 Wxaz#] 23...Zxbg
24.£2d2 Ehb8 01

(39)
> T. Likavsky (2486)
» V. Jobava (2704)
Austrian league
04.03.2012

25...2e4'26.Wc3 [26.Wd1 was better
chance, but still Black wins a pawn af-

ter 26...2Dh2+! 27.Le1 £ xc2 28. Wxc2
Df3+ 29.Fe2 (29.Ld1 Why—+) 29...
Dg1+7] 26...8xc2 27. Wxc2 Why!
28.Fe2 Wxh3 29.Weq D h2!-+

(36)
> E. Rozentalis (2592)
» A. Fauland (2452)
Austrian league
04.03.2012

25.2d3! Wer+ [25..2g8 26.Ef3+-]
26.%c2 g5 27.Wes+ g8 28.We6+
&f8 29.Eh3 1-0

3N

> T. Petrosian (2643)
» D. Arutinian (2553)
Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

55.2xe5+! D xes+ 56.f4 ds [56...
Af7 57.Bxfs+-] 57.xfs 2d6 58.hs!
[58.2f67 L ga+ 59.Bg5 Des 60.hs
Fe6=] 58...0f7 59.2f6 D h6 [s59...
2es5 60.h6+-] 60.2g6! L gq 61.h6
ey 62.hy Des+ 63.2g7 Df7 64.g4!
1-0[64.h8Q? Y xh8 65.Fxh8 Hf6=]

(38)
> V. Zakhartsov (2563)
» D. Jojua (2507)

Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012
46.29xg6! Wba+ [46...fxg6

47.8Bxc4!+- is the point!] 47.Wxb2
2xb2 48.2f4+-
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(39)
> B. Amin (2608)
» T. Petrosian (2643)
Cappelle la Grande
06.03.2012

37.8xc7+! £xc7 38.2c5+ Heb
39. £xbg=

(40)
> E.Janev (2484)
» And. Sokolov (2577)
Cappelle la Grande
06.03.2012

33...BExf2! 34.Wxb2 [34. £ xf2 Wxf2
35..2g6 threats 35.hs Wi+ 36.8g1
Hes!'-+] 34... Exb2—+
()]}
> T. Abrahamyan (2322)
» L. Kurnosov (2657)
Cappelle la Grande
07.03.2012

34...2xe4! 0-1[34...Exeq 35.fxes
Wi+ 36. We1 Wxgg+—+]

(42)
> J. Gunnarsson (2424)
» Ro. Hess (2635)
Reykjavik Open
08.03.2012

27...2xb1! 28. Exb1 Ea2! 0-1[28.. a2
29.Ebd1 Exd2! 30.Exd2 £xeq4-+]

(43)
> B. Avrukh (2591)
» D. Navara (2700)
Reykjvaik Open
09.03.2012

23...Exeq! 24.Exeq Wxd1 25.2d4
[25.Bxc4? Wds+-+] 25...%Whs!
26.We1 [26.f5 Wxfs! This had to be
foreseen, otherwise Eh4 is crushing.
27.Wxfs De3+ 28.2f3 DxfsF] 26...
Wes 27. 2 hg [27. Wey Des+! 28. Wxes
Wxf6¥) 27...bsF

(44)
> D. Muse (2388)
» H. Teske (2547)
German league
17.03.2012

37...c5! 38.bxcs b4! 39.c6 e7! 40.c7
&d7 0-1

(45
> M. Bluebaum (2388)
» Z. Medvegy (2531)
German league
18.03.2012

108. Wb1+! &f2 [108.. W1+ leads to
drawn pawn endgame 109.Wxf1+
Lxf1110.g4! hxga+ (110...e4 111.gxh5=)
11.82xg4=] 109. W5+ Wf3 110. W2+
Pe1 111. Wear+ De2 112.Wea+ Des
113.We3+ Deq 114.Wc6+ Les 115.
Wes+ 1/2-1/2

(46)
> A. Lauber (2464)
» K. Landa (2639)
German league
18.03.2012

18...bs! 19.2xg7 [19%)c3 Exes—+]
19...bxag—+
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an
» Iv. Saric (2643)
» P. Czarnota (2554)
German league
18.03.2012

23.Wf4!! with the idea of La4.
23...Wc6 24.Eees! 1-0[24.Eees
Wbe (24...2d6 25. Lag+-) 25.Excs
Excs 26.Excs Wxcs 27. Wb+ &dy
28. 2a4++-]

(48)
> Y. Zherebukh (2580)
» N. Firman (2517)
German league
18.03.2012

27.Wxf6! 1-0[27. Wxf6 gxf6 28. & xf6+
g8 29.Bgq++-]

(29)
> D. Balokas (2080)
» H. Stefansson (2531)
European Championship
20.03.2012

21..0xf2! [21..Exf2! is just a trans-
position 22.Exf2 D xf2 23.Lxf2 (23.
L xby Bxez!-+) | 22.Exf2 Exf2
23.Dxf2 xg2-+

(50)
> V. Erdos (2631)
» V.Nedilko (2392)
European Championship
20.03.2012

26.Exd7! Wxdy 27.20b6 Wey [27...
Wby 2849 xa8 Ef8 29.bxcs Wxa8
30.e6+-] 28.2)xa8 Ef8 [28..2a7

29.¢6! Wxe6 (29...fxe6 30.%c7!)
30.0c7 Wxeq+ 31. Wf3+-] 29.20b6+-

(51
> R. Hovhannisyan (2600)
» M. Codenotti (2328)
European Championship
20.03.2012

23.fxe6! fxe6 24.2)xe6! Exeé6
25. 2xds Hae8 26.2xe6+ 1-0[26.
2 xe6+ Exe6 27.2d8+ f7 28. Wfa+
De7 (28... g6 20. Wfs+ Bh6 30. Whs#)
29.Wf8#]

(52)
> D. Lomsadze (2338)
» Z. Kozul (2602)
European Championship
20.03.2012

54.Eb6! Les 55. Xxd6! Lxd6 56.2g3
L7 57.%hg Bd6 58.%hs Ley 59.85
Hf7 60.g6+ Lg7 61.Lgs5 1-0

(53)
> F. Pancevski (2470)
» A. Volokitin (2695)
European Championship
20.03.2012

41. £ xd6! Db7 [41.. Wxd6 42. Wxf7+
Eh8 43.Ee7+-] 42. Le7 Ef8 43. 2 f6+
Dg8 44.Wxhy £ xf6 45.gxf6 1-0
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(54)
> Z. Kozul (2602)
» C. Ali Marandi (2315)
European Championship
21.03.2012

19.Xxe6! [19. 2xe6 fxe6 20.Exe6
Wf4+ 21.b1 L2f6+] 19...fxe6
20.Zxe6 Wfg+ 21.&b1 bs 22. La2
b4 [22...22h8 23.9)e5+-] 23.axbg h8
24.2e5+-

(53]
> V. Durarbayli (2543)
» 1. Smirin (2657)
European Championship
22.03.2012

34.d7! &15 [34..2g7 35.Wes+-; 34...
£xd7 35. &ds+- (35.Exf7+-) ] 35.Wgs

1-0

(56)
> B. Macieja (2605)
» Al Manea (2381)
European Championship
22.03.2012

L))
> P. Simacek (2447)
» V. Akopian (2684)
European Championship
22.03.2012

30... 2d4! 31.Exd4 Dxe2+ 32.Wxe2
Exd433.2Dxe6 Ed6! 34.2c5 Wds!-+

(58)
> V. Akopian (2684)
» Val. Popov (2546)
European Championship
23.03.2012

28.Whs! 1-0[28.Whs Wxfs 29. Zey+
g8 30.Wf7+ 2h8 31. Wg7#]

(59)
> N. Maiorov (2552)
» E. Postny (2662)
European Championship
23.03.2012

24...2xf3! [24..Wxh2! leads to
the same perpetual check 25.Xxe2
£xf3! 26.gxf3 Whi+=] 25.gxf3 Wxh2
26.Exe2 Whi+27.5f2 Wha+ 28.f1
Whi+ 29.%f2 Wha+ 1/2-1/2

(60)
> T. Nedev (2492)
» L. Pantsulaia (2595)
European Championship
23.03.2012

29...20xf2! 0-1[29..Dxf2 30.Efxf2
Exca! 31. Exc2 Edi#)

(61
> F. Vallejo Pons (2693)
» T. Nabaty (2559)
European Championship
23.03.2012

21.f3+! &d3 [21..2xds 22.Ed6#]
22. Edi+ Dc2 23. Ed2+ Bb124.2c3+
a1 25.a4! 1-0 With an incredible fi-
nal position!
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(62)
> A. Giri (2717)
» F. Holzke (2508)
European Championship
24.03.2012

27..0c5!28.Wg2 [28.Wxbg Whi+-+]
28...Exd1+ 29. Exd1 Wxfs—+

(63)
> M. Mchedlishvili (2626)
» P. Michalik (2529)
European Championship
25.03.2012

27.2h3! 1-0[27.Eh3 Exh3 28. Wf6+
Bhy 29.We7#]

(64)
> A. Riazantsev (2710)
» B. Esen (2555)
European Championship
25.03.2012

50. 2e6! 1-0

(65)
> Iv. Saric (2649)
» M. Nikolov (2550)
European Championship
25.03.2012

12.bg! Dxbg 13.2b3! Way 14.cxbg
Wxbg+ 15. Wd2+-

> H. Gabuzyan (2441)

» B. Damljanovic (2582)
European Championship
27.03.2012

24.9fs! [24.%)¢6! is exactly the same.]
24.. Wxe3 25.)xe7+! 8 26.fxes!
Dacy [26...Fxe7 27. & xas+-] 27.bxcq
Pxe7 28.c5! dxcs 29.d6+! f8
30.2)xc5 Ed8 31.2b7! Eb8 32.Ec7+-

(67
> I Sokolov (2653)
» V. Nevednichy (2562)
European Championship
27.03.2012

26.2exf7! [26.2)xg6! fxg6 27.Wxg6
Ef6 transposes to the game(27.2)f6
28.2d6!! exdé 29.Ber+-)] 26...Exf7
27. Wxg6 E6 28. Why+ f8 29. L es!+-
£.¢8 30. £xf6 exf6 31.Wg6 1-0
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(68)
> A. Mastrovasilis (2510)
» 1. Salgado Lopez (2621)
European Championship
28.03.2012

13.2d7! 2g6 [13.. Wxd7 14. & xhy+!

Axhy  (14..2h8 15 Lfs++-)
15. Wxd7+-] 14.2Dxf8 D xf8 15. £d2+
(69)

> E. Safarli (2645)

» V. Durarbayli (2543)
European Championship
28.03.2012

27...Bcs! [27..2c6? 28.axb6! axbé
(28...2xbs5?? 29.b7!) 29. Eb3=] 28.Eb3
[28.Exc5 bxcs! 29.Fe2 Lc6 30.22d3
Ebs—+] 28...ExasF

(70)
> M. Yilmaz (2530)
» Bo Vuckovic (2628)
European Championship
28.03.2012

31...2h6! 32.Exd4 Exes!F

(m
> A. Boruchvsky (2333)
» H. Stefansson (2531)
European Championship
29.03.2012

We could have expected some sac-
rifices on the kingside, but the solu-
tion is on the other side of the board.
22.Ha2l+-

(712
> L. Lenic (2637)
» V. Neverov (2544)
European Championship
29.03.2012

32.Bxg7+! Wxg7 [32..&xg733. Bg1+
2f8  (33..2h; 34.Wg6+ Lh8
35.Wg8%) 34.Wc8+ Ley 35.Wxcy+

Fe8 36.Wc8+ ey 37.Wee+ d8
38. Ra5++-] 33.Bg1+-

(13)
> G. Szabo (2553)
» A. Petrisor (2383)
European Championship
29.03.2012

28...Wxdg+! 0-1[28.. Wxd4+ 29.Lh1
Wxdi+! 30. £xd1 Ef1#; 28... £ xd4+?
29.%hi]

(13)
> A. Korobov (2679)
» Bo Vuckovic (2628)
European Championship
30.03.2012

37.Zxh7+! ©&xh7 38.Ehg+! Hxhyg
39.Wxd6 With the doublethreat of
Wxf8 and Le4q+ 39... Exds 40. Wxf8

1-0

(79
> Y. Kuzubov (2615)
» S. Azarov (2667)
European Championship
30.03.2012
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(76)
> LU’E. Ami (2611)
» Y. Kryvoruchko (2666)
European Championship
30.03.2012

(m
> Arte Smirnov (2436)
» J. Radulski (2552)
European Championship
30.03.2012

26.2xes! £xd1 27.2xc6! 1-0[27.
A xc6 Ee8 28.Wd4!+-]

(78)
> Z. Kozul (2602)
» F. Pancevski (2470)
European Championship
31.03.2012

38.b7! Ds5b6 [38..5)¢c5 39.9)xc5 dxcs
40.Excs5+-; 38...Exby 39.Ec8+ 2f7
40.2gs5#] 39.Ec7! Zugzwang, since
the only possible move &f7 runs
into £xb6 2xbe Ld4! 39...h6 [39...
&f7 40.&£xb6 Dxb6 41.20d4 £ds
42.2c6! Dxc7 43.2xb8+-] 40.2h2
Dds 41. Ec8+ f7 42.9d8+! 1-0
2 c6+ is the next.

(719)
> Y. Kryvoruchko (2666)
» F. Caruana (2767)
European Championship
31.03.2012

24. & xf7+! g7 [24.. Wxf7 25. 2 xf4
2xf2 (25.Wxfy? 26.Wds++-)

26.B112; 24..2xf7 25. & xf4+ Wxf 42
26. Wds++-] 25.£d5?! [25.&b3!+
would have given big advantage!]
25...22xds 26. Wxds Eas!£ Black was
close to equalize, but eventually he
lost the game.

(80)
> L.D. Nisipeanu (2643)
» S. Azaladze (2419)
European Championship
31.03.2012

36.f6!+- 1-0 Picturesque final posi-
tion!

(81
> Wang Yue (2702)
» Bu Xiangzhi (2668)
Xinghua
02.04.2012

28.Wxb3! Exb3 29.bxaz! Exc3+
30.&b2 Exe3 [30..Ec4 31.2b3+-]
31. Exe3+-

(82
> G. Gopal (2572)
» T. Baron (2497)
India-Israel rapid match
03.04.2012

41.Dh7+! Hg8 42.2f6+! Hf8
43.Zh8+! 1-0[43.Eh8+ £xh8
44.Wg8#]
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(83)
> Li Shilong (2549)
» Bu Xiangzhi (2668)
Xinghua
04.04.2012

20...2Dxf3+! 21.Wxf3 [21.gxf3 Wg3+
22.Le2 Bxgs—+] 21...Exgs+

(84)
> D. Baramidze (2612)
» N. Grandadam (2361)
Deizisau
09.04.2012

23.Exhy! &xhy [23..fxgs 24.%h3
Wxh3 25.Zxh3x] 24.Whs+ Sg8
25.Wxg6+ g7 26.Why+ Sfy
27.g6+! Very important! Only in
this way White gets an advantage.
[27.2g6+ Pey 28.Wxgr+ ©d8e]
27...%e8 [27..De; 28.Wxgr+ Ld6
20.2e21?+] 28.Wxgy Eg8 29.Why
2Df8 30.Wcy Ddy 31.De2! Hey
32.9)g31-0

(85)
> T. Burg (2464)
» K. Bischoff (2521)
Deizisau
09.04.2012

30...bs!31.2)g1 [31.axbs axbs 32. & xbs
£ xbs 33.Wxbs Wfi+ 34.9g1 Wxbs-
+] 31...bxc4 32. Wxcq+ Ld8-+

(86)
> A. Motylev (2683)
» J. Geller (2544)
Russian league
09.04.2012

28.Wcyq! Ead8 29.Exds Wxds [29...
Zxds 30.Bdi1+-] 30.BEd1! Wxcyq
31.Exd8+ &hy 32.bxcg+-

(81
> L Ibragimov (2539)
» B. Savchenko (2580)
Russian league
11.04.2012

33... Wxf1+! 34.&xf1 £ xg2+! 0-1

(88)
> G. Margvelashvili (2547)
» B. Finegold (2505)
Saint Louis
11.04.2012

17.a3!! This is the only move order
which wins the d4 bishop. [17.2xd4?
Exdy4 18.a3 Wd6!] 17...Wcs 18.Exd 4!
Exd4 19. £e3 Eed8 20.2xd4 [20.
bg+-] 20...Exdg4 21.Ed1 Exd:
22. 2 XC5+-

(89)
> P. Svidler (2744)
» D. Jakovenko (2729)
Russian league
11.04.2012

25.. Wxf4! o-1 Black had winning
position anyway, but this is the one,
after which White has to surren-
der immediately.[25... Wxfs 26.Exd1
2 xdi+ 27.2xd1 Eds+ 28.Le2 (28.
D2 Wdo+ 29.82b3 Eb8+-+) 28...
Ed2+ 29.%e1 Eca!-+]



GREATEST 365 PUZZLES 53

(90)
> M. Matlakov (2632)
» D. Khismatullin (2656)
Russian league
12.04.2012

32.Bxg6+! [32.2e6+ Wxe6
33.Wxf8+! Lxf8 34.dxe6+] 32...hxg6
33.Zh8+!! g7 [33..Lxh8 34. Whe+
g8 35.Wxg6+ Lh8 36.Whys)
34.Wh6+ f6 35.Zxf8+ Fey In
timetrouble White missed some
forced mates, but he won the game
anyway. 36.Wg7+ [36.d6+ Lxdé
37. W4+ +-] 36..2d6 37.Ef6++- [37.
We+! s 38.Ec8+ Tbs 39.Wc6+
Fas 40.Ea8++-]

91
> P. Eljanov (2704)
» S. Movsesian (2702)
Russian league
13.04.2012

21...2e4!! 22.2d4! Other moves
would have lost a piece. [22. £xd6
Dxd6-+] 22...€6 [22.. Ec8 was even
more accurate 23.b3 e6F] 23.Efd1
exds¥ Black had a healthy pawn up.

92)
> B. Grachev (2705)
» A. Poluljahov (2505)
Russian league
13.04.2012

24.2d7! 1-0[24.9d7 Efc8 (24...
Ee8 25.9)e7+!+-) 25.20xf6+! gxf6
26.De7+!+-]

(93)
> P. Svidler (2744)
» A. Morozevich (2765)
Russian league
13.04.2012

22... 2 f4+! The king has no good
square to leave from the check.
23.Dc2 [23.2d1 £g4+=] 23... &by
24.2xb7 [24.Exa8?! &xeq+] 24...
Exh8 25.2ds Due to the oppo-
site colored bishops, all the moves
lead to draw now. 2s5...Ed8 [25...
Hxh2 26.Exh2 2xh2 27. &xf7=]
26.2d1 [26. 2 xf7 Ed2+=] 26... £xh2
27. 2. xf7 Ef8 28. 2ds5 Exf2+ 29.Ed2
Exd2+ 30.&xd2 Le531.b3 216 1/2-

1/2

943)
> P. Schlosser (2591)
» L. Vogt (2410)
German league
14.04.2012

39.EZxd4! exd4 40.2c5s Wey 41.2)xby
Wxby 42. Wxdgq+

(95)
> Z. Abdumalik (2137)
» Z. Andriasian (2616)
Dubai Open
15.04.2012

30...Zxg3! [But not 30..2)g4+?
31.&xh3 Ehs+ 32.2g2 Bha+ 33.8g1!
and White survives by miracle.]
31.20xf6+ £ x£6 32.Wxe8+ g7 0-1
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EASY

(96)
> J. Gustafsson (2642)
» M. Venkatesh (2509)
Bangkok Open
15.04.2012

27... 2d3! 28.20xc2 [28. Wby We1l-+]
28... £xa6 29.2)bg [29.Ec1 £d3-+]
29... £ xf1 30. Lxf1 Ec5-+

9m
> S. Karjakin (2766)
» D. Kokarev (2637)
Russian league
15.04.2012

The last move was 65..%2)f6-hs. After
6 hours of defending, Black ran out

of energy and blundered. 66. Exhs+!
[66.Exhs+ &xhs 67.Ehi#]

(98)
> I. Morovic Fernandez (2577)
» Mat Latorre (2252)
Iberoamericano Championship
15.04.2012

14.2Dxas! D xas [14... £ xf115.Dxc6+-]
15. 2 xa6+

(99)
> S. Vysochin (2550)
» V. Grinev (2404)
Nabokov memorial
19.04.2012

25.Zdxds! Wb7 [25..exds 26. Wxc8+
Exc8 27.Bxa6+-] 26.Edbs! Wey
27.We3 We2 28.Wer 1-0

(100)
> V. Belous (2524)
» A. Predke (2461)
Sochi
21.04.2012

21.Exhy! Wxhy [21...fxgs 22.Eh8+
g7 23.Bihy#] 22.Wcq+ Wfy
23.Eh8+! &xh8 24.Wxf7; £xcs
25.e6! White gets a technically win-
ning position in both s. 25..b6 [25...
£xe6 26.Wxe6+-] 26.Wes+ Lgy
27.%c6 £xe6 28.Wxa8+-

(101
> S. Bromberger (2513)
» T. Likavsky (2486)
Austrian league
21.04.2012

27.20f8+! 1-0[27.20(8+ Bh8 (27... Exf8
28.gxh4+-) 28.Wh6#]

(102)
> L. Thiede (2458)
» S. Siebrecht (2468)
Austrian league
22.04.2012

25...e4!! 26.2e3 [26.dxeq4 Dxez+
279 xe2 Exd2—+; 26.2xe4 Dxez+
27.2g2 fs—+] 26...exd3 27. £ xd4 dxe2
[27..cxd4-+] 28.2)xe2 cxd4—+

(103)
> V. Baklan (2612)
» T. Sachdev (2414)
Dubai Open
23.04.2012
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27.20xf7! xfy 28.Wg6e+ Df8
29.%g3! 2d6 30. £ xf6+-

(104)
> S. Vaibhav (2494)
» S. Maze (2577)
Lille Open
25.04.2012

17.Exf6+! Wxfe 18.Ef1 Wxfi+
19.2xf14-

(105)
> I. Bukavshin (2504)
» V.Fedoseev (2548)
Sochi
26.04.2012

26.fxes! Wd3 [26..2Dxhs 27. Exf8#;
26.. Wxf1 27exf6+-] 27.%Wh4 [27.
Ef3+-] 27...Eg4 28. Wh3+-

(106)

> R. Antoniewski (2559)
» M. Olszewski (2539)
Italian league

28.04.2012

38.2efs+! 2 xfs [38..gxf5 39.Wxgs+
Bf8 40.Wxha+-] 39.2Dxfs+! gxfs
40.Wxgs+ Hf8 41.Wxhg+-

(10n
> V. Babula (2572)
» M. Grunberg (2420)
Austrian league
29.04.2012

Black was hoping for winning the
a4 knight, but... 22.Wb6! &xag
23. £xe6+ 8 [23..FLh8 24.Ed8+
L8 25.Exf8+! Exf8 26.Wxay+-]
24.2d8+ Exd8 [24..Fe7 25. Wd6+
Pf6 26. £xc4+ Dfs 27.Wfg#]
25. Wxd8+ 1-o0[25.Wxd8+ Le8
26. Wd6#)

(108)
> A. Czebe (2477)
» S. Arun Prasad (2517)
Melaka Open
29.04.2012

(109)
> Z. Mammadov (2378)
» G. Guseinov (2616)
Nakhchivan Open
29.04.2012

28...20g3! 0-1[28..2)g3 29.fxg3 fxg3+
30.2xg3 Wf 44]
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MEDIUM

1))

> D. Navara (2705)
» T. Polak (2546)
Czech Extraliga
07.01.2012

> K. Lahno (2557)
» S. Ernst (2606)
Wijk aan Zee
14.01.2012

(2)

> IE Ami (2596)

» S. Tiviakov (2677)
Wijk aan Zee
14.01.2012

1. +/-

)

> D. Navara (2712)
» V. Topalov (2770)
Wijk aan Zee
14.01.2012

1... =



> M. Carlsen (2835)
» L. Aronian (2805)
Wijk aan Zee
16.01.2012

1. +-

v

> J. Timman (2571)
» S. Ernst (2606)
Wijk aan Zee
19.01.2012

1 +-
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> H. Nakamura (2759)
» D.Navara (2712)
Wijk aan Zee
19.01.2012

1. +-

> M. Ragger (2655)
» V.Kunin (2537)
Austrian League
21.01.2012



60

MEDIUM

> M. Bosboom (2394)
» D. Fridman (2660)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

1... -+

(1

> N. Getz (2408)

» M. Vachier Lagrave (2699)
Gibraltar

24.01.2012

1... -+

(10

> V. Gashimov (2761)
» D. Navara (2712)
Wijk aan Zee
24.01.2012

1. +-

(12)

> T. Baron (2498)
» N. Short (2677)
Gibraltar
25.01.2012

1... —+
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61

(13

> C. Hanley (2421)
» H. Koneru (2589)
Gibraltar
25.01.2012

1... —+

(19)

> M. Adams (2724)
» D. Fridman (2660)
Gibraltar

26.01.2012

1. +-

(14)

> S. Mamedyarov (2747)
» T. Nabaty (2563)
Gibraltar

25.01.2012

(16)

> R. Felgaer (2571)
» V. Bologan (2680)
Gibraltar

26.01.2012

1. +-
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MEDIUM

(n

> N. Huschenbeth (2518)

» R. Valhondo Morales (2046)
Gibraltar

26.01.2012

(19)

> D. Andreikin (2688)
» R. Yandarbiev (2391)
Gibraltar
28.01.2012

1. +-

(18)

> A. Shirov (2710)

» M. Muzychuk (2484)
Gibraltar

26.01.2012

1. +-

(20)

> F. El Debs (2497)

» M. Vachier Lagrave (2699)
Gibraltar

28.01.2012

1. +-
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21

> S. Ernst (2606)
» L.Bruzon (2691)
Gibraltar
29.01.2012

1... —+

(23)

> A. Gabrielian (2545)
» V. Iordachescu (2651)
Moscow Open
30.01.2012

1. -/+

(22)

> S. Movsesian (2700)
» A. Zatonskih (2506)
Gibraltar
29.01.2012

1. +-

(24)

> M. Peek (2354)

» S. Brunello (2581)
Gibraltar

30.01.2012

1. =



64

MEDIUM

(25)

> V. Laznicka (2704)
» D. Howell (2603)
Gibraltar

31.01.2012

20

> B. Socko (2636)

» I. Naumkin (2443)
Moscow Open
31.01.2012

(26)

> M. Parligras (2650)
» R. Rapport (2543)
Gibraltar

31.01.2012

(28)

> Ab. Gupta (2652)

» L. Javakhishvili (2454)

Gibraltar
01.02.2012

18t
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65

(29)

> K. Sasikiran (2700)
» N. Short (2677)
Gibraltar

02.02.2012

1... -/+

> A. Lastin (2538)
» B. Firat (2396)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

l... =

(32)

> D. Debashis (2389)
» A. Rychagov (2542)
Aeroflot Open
08.02.2012

1. +-

(31)

> I. Sokolov (2641)
» G. Pap (2533)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012



66

MEDIUM

> V1. Fedoseev (2525)
» S. Sjugirov (2622)
Aeroflot Open
08.02.2012

et

> I. Popov (2599)

» M. Venkatesh (2499)
Aeroflot Open
10.02.2012

(34)

> B. Esen (2534)

» R. Mamedov (2636)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

> D. Fridman (2652)
» H.Klip (2380)
Dutch league
11.02.2012
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3N

> M. Venkatesh (2499)

» E. Ghaem Maghami (2570)
Aeroflot Open

11.02.2012

1...-/+

> M. Sieciechowicz (2459)
» B. Macieja (2617)
Polish Championship
18.02.2012

> S. Grover (2532)

» E. Karavade (2354)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

1. +-

(40)

> R. Kempinski (2610)
» P. Jaracz (2542)
Polish Championship
24.02.2012

1. +/-



68

MEDIUM

41

> K. Bischoff (2547)

» B. Kohlweyer (2458)
German League
25.02.2012

(43

> Mat Bartel (2658)

» T. Markowski (2612)
Polish Championship
26.02.2012

42)

> R. Rabiega (2501)

» F. Vallejo Pons (2716)
German League
25.02.2012

(44)

> R. Fontaine (2552)
» E. Najer (2637)
German league
26.02.2012
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(49)

> N. Huschenbeth (2510)
» E. Postny (2622)
German league
26.02.2012

1. +/=

an

> L. Lenic (2637)
» V. Kunin (2537)
Austrian league
01.03.2012

1... -/+

(46)

> D. Wegener (2364)

» L.D. Nisipeanu (2638)
German league
26.02.2012

(48)

> J. Tomczak (2555)
» D. Pulvett (2340)
Cappelle la Grande
03.03.2012



70

MEDIUM

> B. Valuet (2318)

» V. Durarbayli (2543)
Cappelle la Grande
03.03.2012

1. -/+

o1

> A. Shneider (2529)

» P. Grandadam (2189)
Cappelle la Grande
04.03.2012

1. +/-

> C. Koepke (2404)
» J. Pinter (2546)
Austrian league
04.03.2012

1. +-

(52)

> M. Tazbir (2513)

» B. Amin (2608)

Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

l... -+
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71

> T. Sanikidze (2549)

> P. Harikrishna (2648)
Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

> Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son (2662)
» Li Shilong (2549)

HD Bank Cup

06.03.2012

1+/-

(54)

> P. Harikrishna (2678)
» V. Zakhartsov (2563)
Cappelle la Grande
06.03.2012

> And. Sokolov (2577)
» V. Neverov (2544)
Cappelle la Grande
07.03.2012



72

MEDIuUM

on

> A. Zherebukh (2642)
» A. Vul (2318)
Cappelle la Grande
07.03.2012

1. +/-

> H. Steingrimsson (2556)
» Fl. Perez (2269)
Reykjavik Open

08.03.2012

1. +-

> I. Cheparinov (2664)

» K. Akshayraj (2422)
Reykjavik Open Reykjavik 1sL
08.03.2012

> Hj. Grettarsson (2460)
» E. Vaarala (2241)
Reykjavik Open
09.03.2012

1. +-
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(61)

> Z.Kozul (2602)
» A. Brkic (2587)
Zagreb Open
10.03.2012

> V. Papin (2575)

» T. Thorhallsson (2398)
Reykjavik Open
11.03.2012

1.+-

(62)

> D. Navara (2700)
» L Sokolov (2653)
Reykjavik Open
10.03.2012

1... -/+

(64)

> L. Cyborowski (2543)
> A. Giri (2722)
German league
17.03.2012

1. =



74 MEDIUM

> L. Fressinet (2696) > R. Wojtaszek (2704)
» S. Gordon (2535) » P. Negi (2631)
German league German league
18.03.2012 18.03.2012

(67) (68)

> Cs. Balogh (2664) > G. Guseinov (2616)

» A. Sharafiev (2433) » Y. Erturan (2370)
European Championship European Championship
20.03.2012 20.03.2012

l... —+
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75

> Da. Klein (2418)

» Iv. Saric (2649)
European Championship
20.03.2012

(M

> V.Kotronias (2597)

» D. Lomsadze (2338)
European Championship
21.03.2012

1... =

(70

> Ad. Bach (2264)

» D. Lintchevski (2564)
European Championship
20.03.2012

1. +/-

(12)

> Gy. Pap (2538)

» I. Khenkin (2632)
European Championship
21.03.2012

1. +-
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MEDIUM

(13)

> E. Safarli (2645)

» D. Agaragimov (2342)
European Championship
20.03.2012

1. +-

(79)

> S. Sulskis (2596)

» A. Boruchovsky (2333)
European Championship
20.03.2012

... -/+

(14)

> H. Stefansson (2531)

» Bo. Vuckovic (2628)
European Championship
21.03.2012

(16)

> T. Antal (2352)

» D. Zoler (2541)
European Championship
22.03.2012

1. -/+
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77

(m

> N. Grandelius (2545)
» H. Melkumyan (2628)
European Championship
22.03.2012

1. +/-

(19)

> S. Movsesian (2702)

» V. Kotronias (2597)
European Championship
22.03.2012

1. +-

(18)

> A. Korobov (2679)

» L Nyzhnyk (2585)
European Championship
22.03.2012

> A. Istratescu (2633)

» Ant. Pavlidis (2431)
European Championship
23.03.2012

1. +-



78 MEDIUM

(81 (82)

> N. Sedlak (2593)
» T. Petenyi (2359) » Ni. Djukic (2513)
European Championship European Championship
23.03.2012 24.03.2012

O
O

> I. Popov (2605)

(83)

> C. Braun (2372)

» D. Navara (2700)
European Championship
25.03.2012

1... —+

(84)

> V. Durarbayli (2543)
» A. Beliavsky (2630)
European Championship
25.03.2012

1. +-
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79

> A. Naiditsch (2702)

» I. Sokolov (2653)
European Championship
25.03.2012

155=

8n

> E. Sutovsky (2700)

» Z. Kozul (2602)
European Championship
25.03.2012

1. +-

> R. Rapport (2553)

» D. Kadric

European Championship
25.03.2012

1. +-

> E. Can (2476)

» T. Nyback (2636)
European Championship
27.03.2012



80

MEebDIiumM

> A. Cioara (2477)

» M. Roiz (2652)
European Championship
27.03.2012

91

> D. Navara (2700)

» V.Jianu (2497)
European Championship
27.03.2012

1.+-

> R. Hovhannisyan (2600)
» N. Vitiugov (2709)
European Championship
27.03.2012

(92

> Djukic,Ni (2513)

» C. Ali Marandi (2315)
European Championship
28.03.2012

1. +/-
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> S. Movsesian (2702)

» L. Pantsulaia (2595)
European Championship
28.03.2012

1. +-

> D. Khismatullin (2656)
» A. Mastrovasilis (2510)
European Championship
29.03.2012

1. +-

(94)

> A. Berescu (2494)

» S. Ernst (2578)
European Championship
29.03.2012

1. -/+

> Vu. Rasulov (2526)

» A. Mista (2587)
European Championship
29.03.2012

l... —+

81



82

MEDIUM

L))

> D. Lintchevski (2564)
» A. Cioara (2477)
European Championship
30.03.2012

1. +-

> B. Socko (2647)

» V. Popov (2546)
European Championship
30.03.2012

... =/+

> M. Mchedlishvili (2626)
» R. Rapport (2559)
European Championship
30.03.2012

(100]

> E. Najer (2640)

» M. Vachier Lagrave (2682)

European Championship
31.03.2012

1. +/-
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83

(101)

> A. Shabalov (2523)
» T. Gelashvili (2618)
Philadelphia
06.04.2012

(103)

> J. Bosch (2386)

» V. Shishkin (2464)
Deizisau

09.04.2012

1... -/+

(102)

> L. Vajda (2597)
» C. Zeng (2435)
Doeberl Cup
08.04.2012

1. +-

(104)

> A. Morozevich (2765)

» D. Jakovenko (2729)
Russian league
10.04.2012



84

MEebpium

(105)

> A. Korobov (2679)
» M. Panarin (2523)
Russian league
12.04.2012

1. =/+

(107)

> P. Acs (2587)

» D. Howell (2633)
German league
15.04.2012

(106)

> An. Young (2321)
» E. Sevillano (2502)
Saint Louis
12.04.2012

(108)

> J. Granda Zuniga (2640)

» G. Milos (2593)

Iberoamericano Championship

15.04.2012
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85

(109)

> D. Jakovenko (2729)
» E. Sutovsky (2700)
Russian league
15.04.2012

1...=

(11

> M. Mozharov (2474)
» V. Malakhov (2705)
Russian league
15.04.2012

(110

> R. Kasimdzahov (2678)
» A.Postojev (2330)
German league

15.04.2012

(112

> P. Tregubov (2599)

» A. Morozevich (2765)
Russian league
15.04.2012

1... —+
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MEDIUM

(113)

> Y. Bacallao Alonso (2550)
» J. Gonzalez Garcia (2529)
Catalanian league
17.04.2012

1. +-

(119)

> S. Movsesian (2715)
» D. Swiercz (2585)
Czech league
22.04.2012

(114)

> E. Ahmadinia (2379)
» B. Amin (2608)
Dubai Open
22.04.2012

1. -/+

(116)

> J. Radulski (2552)

» K. Rusev (2516)
Bulgarian Championship
22.04.2012
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87

(1mn (118)

> B. Bellahcene (2321) > V. Nozdrachev (2449)
» F. Handke (2525) » A. Stukopin (2485)
Lille Open Sochi

26.04.2012 26.04.2012

(119) (120

> D. Collutiis (2493) > A. Motylev (2683)
» M. Brunello (2263) » Wan Yunguo (2441)
Italian league Chinese league
28.04.2012 28.04.2012

1. +-



88

MEDIUM

(121)

> E. Safarli (2645)
» V. Rasulov (2526)
Nakhchivan Open
29.04.2012

l... —+

(122)

> E. Sutovsky (2700)
» M. Olszewski (2539)
Italian league
29.04.2012

1. =
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m
> D. Navara (2705)
» T. Polak (2546)
Czech Extraliga
07.01.2012

22.2e5!"! Ofs [22..dxes 23.dxes!!+-
After this subtle move Black can
resign, he has no defense against
Zf6!(23.Ef6 Also leads to much
better, probably winning rook end-
game 23..9fs (23... g8 24.dxe5!+-)
24.Wxes Dg8 25.gxfs exfs 26.Wxfs
Wxes+ 27.82h2 Weg=) | 23.gxf5 exfs
24.%c6! 1-0[24.Wc6 dxes 25. Wxh6+
g8 26. K xf5+-]

2)
> LUE. Ami (2596)
» S. Tiviakov (2677)
Wijk aan Zee
14.01.2012

16. 2b4! Dxes [16.. Wxbsg 17.20xdy
Efy 18.2xf6+ Exf6 19.cxds cxds
20.Zc2+ White is much better. He
will penetrate on the c-file.] 17. £ xd6
Dxf3 18. 2 xf8 Dxd4 19.e3! LDe2
[19..Lxf8 20.exd4+] 20.Ec2 Lxf8
21.Exe2 Pey [21..dxcq 22.Ed6+]
22.Bc2 With an exchange up. Few
moves later he managed to open one
line for the rooks and won the game.
22...2d6 23.bg a5 24.cxds exds
25.2dc1 Ec8 26.bxas bxas 27.Ebi1+

(3)
> K. Lahno (2557)
» S. Ernst (2606)
Wijk aan Zee
14.01.2012

28.2)f5!! A great intuitive piece sacri-
fice. 28...gxf5 [28... 2 xf5 29.exf5 gxfs
30. 2 xg7+ &xg7 31. Wh3+- Black can
not prevent the Whé+ then g6 and
the £ xfs threats.] 29.exfs Black can
not hold his material advantage, due
to the f6 threat. 29... £ xf5 30. £ xfs
Df7 [30..Bxfs 31.2xg7+ Lxgy
32. Wxfs+-] 31. & xg7+ Lxg7 32.Whs
Eh8 33. 2e6 2d8 34.g6+-

a)
> D. Navara (2712)
» V. Topalov (2770)
Wijk aan Zee
14.01.2012

27.. Wxe2! [27..9) 4+ 28.gxf4 Wgg+
29.22h1! Exf4 30. ¥ d6+ The knight on
h2 protects the king.] 28.Wxds Ee3!
Wins back the piece. 29.Ze1 Wxf3+
30.Wxf3 Zexf3 31.Zb2 Exd3 1/2-1/2
draw agreed, because of 32.Ze;

(9)
> M. Carlsen (2835)
» L. Aronian (2805)
Wijk aan Zee
16.01.2012

33.e6!! Wa8 [33..fxe6 34. Wey!+- was
the point and the g6 falls!] 34.exf7+
[34.e7! was the most precise way
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to win 34..Exds 35.e8Q Wxe8
36.Wxds+-] 34...2h8? [34..Fg7
would have given some hopes for sur-
vival 35.20f4 Wxga+ 36.Bxg2 Lxfy
37.8f2+] 35.00f4+-

> H. Nakamura (2759)
» D. Navara (2712)
Wijk aan Zee
19.01.2012

19. £ xds! Wxds 20. £2.f6! Wd6 [20...
Wxhs 21. & xe7+-] 21. £xe7 Wxey
22.%f6+ it was enough to stop the
calculations here, as White is win-
ning. Nakamura finishes the game in
great style... 22...2g7 23.Wcyq! Why
threats! 23...Wes 24.Eaf1 hs

25.2)xhs+! The fastest way to victory!
25...Wxhs [25...gxhs 26. Exf7+ Exfy
27.Wxf7+ Hhg 28.Efs Wai+ 29.2g2
Exd2+ 30.2h3+-] 26.Exf7+ Exfy
27.Exf7+ 2h6 [27..2h8 28.Wc3++-]
28. W4+ g5 [28..Wgs 29.Ehy+!+-]
29.Wf6+ Wg6 30.Wf1! Whs [30...
Exd2 31.Wh3+ Whs 32.Ehy++-]
31.Exb7+-

mn
> J. Timman (2571)
» S. Ernst (2606)
Wijk aan Zee
19.01.2012

23.2e5+!! [23. La31] 23...2xes5 [23...
fxes? 24.9g5+ Hf6 25.fxes+ Lxes
26.Be1++-] 24.fxes Qg5 is the main
threat. 24... 25 25.2)xc5+-

> M. Ragger (2655)
» V. Kunin (2537)
Austrian League
21.01.2012

14. £d3! This silent, lineclosing move
is winning by force. 14... %f7 15.2)xc6
bxc6 16.b3! L¢517. cq4+-

9)
> M. Bosboom (2394)
» D. Fridman (2660)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

21... 2f3+!! To lure the White queen
from the hé square! 22. Wxf3 Wd;!
One of the many different wins, with
the idea of Way4. 23.Wf4 Hcs [23...
Wayg 24.Whe Ddg+ 25.2d2 Wea+
26.2e1 Wci#] 24.2h3 [24.Whe
Wag+ 25.e1 Wbyt 26.2d1 Wb+
27.%d2 Dea#] 24... Wag+—+

(10)
> V. Gashimov (2761)
» D. Navara (2712)
Wijk aan Zee
24.01.2012
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25.84? [Gashimov missed the beau-
tiful 25.Exc7!! Wxcy 26.Wgs! g6
(26...Bg6 27.Wxg6+-) 27.Wxhé
gxhs 28 Wgs+ Bg6 29.Wxg6+ Lhs
30.Exhs#] 25... Bg6!+

(1
> N. Getz (2408)
» M. Vachier Lagrave (2699)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

33...2b8! [33..Exf1 34.Bxfi Exf
35.2xf1 Wf6++] 34.Ehg [34.Eb1
Ef2+!! this great move was the point
of 33..Eb8! 35.xf2 Wfe+ 36.Le2
(36.2g2 Wf3+ 37.2h2 Wiy 36..
Wit 37.2d2 Wi+ 38.2c3 Wxes+
39.2c2 Wd3+ 40.%c1 Exbi#] 34...
b2+ 35.2g1 Exfi+ o-1, W6 is com-
ing with mate.

(12)
> T. Baron (2498)
» N. Short (2677)
Gibraltar
25.01.2012

39...Wxf3! 40.0f6+ Wxf6! 41.exf6
Exer+ 42.2f2 £xf6! taking always
with tempo 43.Wxcs Ee8!-+ Black
got too many pieces for the queen.

(13)
> C. Hanley (2421)
» H. Koneru (2589)
Gibraltar
25.01.2012

34...hs! [34..Df4+ 35.gxf4 Wxcq7]
35.Wez2 [35.Wd1 Wxcq 36.hxgs

We61?—+ (36..hg—+) ; 35. Wxhs D fa+!
36.gxf4 Wh3+ 37.2g1 D3+ 38.Wxf3
Wxf3—+] 35..20f4+! 0-1(35..2Df4+
36.gxf4 Whis+ 37.Bg1 D3+ 38. Wxf3
Wxf3—+]

(14)
> S. Mamedyarov (2747)
» T. Nabaty (2563)
Gibraltar
25.01.2012

21. 2xg6! Bxg6 [21...Exg6 22.gxfs!
Dxfs 23.Why+ Df6 24.Wf7#)
22.gxfs5+ Dg7 [22..Exfs 23.&h2
and Eg1 wins.] 23.e4! Very well
played! 23...dxe4 24.2cxeq Wxdg+
25.2h1+- Df8 26.2xf6 Wxfe
27.8e7+! 1-0[27. Be7+ Wxey 28.De6+
D7 29. Whs+!+-; 27. Eg1+-]

(15)
> M. Adams (2724)
» D. Fridman (2660)
Gibraltar
26.01.2012

With his last move 48..b6, Black
wanted to simplify the position, but
he blundered a great breakthrough.
49.bs!! Za8 [49..axbs 50. Exbs+-; 49...
bxas s0.bxa6+-] 50.axb6 a5 51.Lxes aq
52.2d6a353. Exgs+1-0[53. Exgs+ A8
54.Zhs!+-]

(16)
> R. Felgaer (2571)
» V. Bologan (2680)
Gibraltar
26.01.2012
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24.2h4! with the threat of D xfs. [24.
ANd2+] 24...2xhg 25.2xd6! Wbs
26.2xe8! bs [26..Wxay 27.Wxes f6
28 We7+-] 27.gxh4 bxcg 28.2)f6+1-0

(m
> N. Huschenbeth (2518)
» R. Valhondo Morales (2046)
Gibraltar
26.01.2012

18.2)d5! exds [18..Wd8 19.Dxes+
Wxe7 20.c5 dxcs 21.bxcs+-] 19.cxds
Wd8 20.2c6! £xc6 [20..Wes
21. £xa6+] 21.dxc6 Wy 22.cxdy
Wxdy 23.Exa6+-

(18)
> A. Shirov (2710)
» M. Muzychuk (2484)
Gibraltar
26.01.2012

31. Exd4! Wxd4 (Black could have
tried to resist with a computer idea
31...Bg7! 32.Bgq Eccy! but still af-
ter a few accurate moves, White is
winning. 33.Eg1 (33.2h3/7+-) 33...
Way! 34.Wa3! (34./3 Exgs 35.fxga+-)
34... Wxf2+ 35.B1g2 Wb6 36.c5 Wxcs
37.Wxcs5 dxcs 38. £xa2+-; 31..exd4
32.Wos+ Pey 33.Ber#] 32.Exd4a1Q
33.2g4 ey 34. BEgy+ d8 35. Exdy+
Lxdy 36.Wg7+ d8 37. W8+ 1-0[37.
Wg+ Bey 38.%’?‘; ;@bG 39.Wb7++-]

> D. Andreikin (2688)
» R. Yandarbiev (2391)
Gibraltar
28.01.2012

40.2e6!! [40.Exa1 Wxfa+! 41.h1
£ xa1=] g0...Exf1 41.%xf6 1-o0

(20)
> F. El Debs (2497)
» M. Vachier Lagrave (2699)
Gibraltar
28.01.2012

24.Exb7! 2xby 25 2 xc6+ Hf8
26.2d7 Wxdy [26..22d6 27.Excy
Dxfs 28. £2xa8+-] 27.Wxdy Exay
28.We8# 1-0

(21)
> S. Ernst (2606)
» L. Bruzon (2691)
Gibraltar
29.01.2012

18...Wxa2+!! 19.Exa2 bxaz 20.We4q
[20.Wds5 f6!-+] 20...f6! 21.2xes5
fxes [21..0-0!?-+] 22.Wxes5+ Ee6
23.Wxgy Ef8! 24. £.f3 Eef6 0-1

(22)
> S. Movsesian (2700)
» A. Zatonskih (2506)
Gibraltar
29.01.2012

40.Wf7+! Hh8 41.Wh7+!! 1-0[41.
Why+ D xhy 42.217#)

(23)
> A. Gabrielian (2545)

» V. Iordachescu (2651)
Moscow Open
30.01.2012
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22...Exc2! 23. Wxc2 2 xeq! 24. Wxe4
[24.Wa2 Wag!?s (24... & xb1 25. W xb1
ds¥) | 24... 2h2+ 25.2xh2 Exeq4—+

(22)
> M. Peek (2354)
» S. Brunello (2581)
Gibraltar
30.01.2012

37.Ze1 [37.Ee3!! would have been the
only move to draw 3;..E8c3+ (37...
E 2c3+ 38.Be2=) 38 eg Ecq+ 39.80d3!=
Dfs 40.Bf7+!=; 37.8Bg4 E8c3+ 38.2eq
Eer+ 39.22d5 Bd2+ 40.Feq Edg#] 37...
Z8c3+ 38.%veq Ed2! 0-1

(29)
> V. Laznicka (2704)
» D. Howell (2603)
Gibraltar
31.01.2012

Black does notlose huge material after
20...20a4!"! [20..2xd3 21.Exc3 Exc3
22. & xa7+; 20... Was? 21. D xc5 Exdi+

22.Wxd1! & xc523.Wd7! Ed8 24. E xcs!
Wer+ 25.2f1 Exdy 26.Ec8++-]
21.2014! [21.Exc3? Dxc3 22.Wc2
Axd1 23.Wxd1 Bc3! 24. &1 & xe47)
21... Wby 22.Exd8+ Exd8 23.2)xg6

hxg6 24.e5 [24.Wc2! would have giv-
en enough compensation for White
to make a draw.] 24... 2¢5 Black was
slightly better and eventually won the
game.

(26)
> M. Parligras (2650)
» R. Rapport (2543)
Gibraltar
31.01.2012

29... 2xg4! 30.fxg4 Le3+! 31.&2h1
2 xeq! 0-1[31.. 2D xe4 32. £ xeq4 Exh3+
33.82g2 Whyg-+]

(21
> B. Socko (2636)
» I. Naumkin (2443)
Moscow Open 2012 Moscow RUS
31.01.2012

23.Exd7! Wxcq [23.. Wxdy 24. Wxg6+
Lh8 25.Wf6+! g8 26.Eer+-] 24.hg!
Whs [24..2h7 25.Ead1! 25. W5 and
25.hs were also fine. 25... Eac8 26. £1d6
Weyq 27.h5+-] 25.Ead1! e4 26.E7ds!?
[White missed the most precise way
to win 26. Z1ds5! Wxb2 27. E5d6! Wi+
28.2g2 €3 29.hs exf2 30. Exg6+! fxg6
31.Wds+ ©h8 32. Wes+ g8 33. Wg7#]
26...We2 27.hs e3 28.fxe3+

(28)
> Ab. Gupta (2652)
» L. Javakhishvili (2454)
Gibraltar
01.02.2012

20.f4! Degq [20..%2ed7 21. £ xc6! Ec8
22.Wb3 Qs 23. Wxf7+-] 21. Wxc6!+-



94

MEDIUM

(29)
> K. Sasikiran (2700)
» N. Short (2677)
Gibraltar
02.02.2012

29...2es5!" 30.Efg3 [30.fxes & xes+
31.Bf4 Bxg1 32.Bxg1 &xfs 33.exfy
Wei+ 34.%h2 hs!'-+ White has no
good defense against h4, Wg3.(34...
Ee3-+) ] 30...Exg3 31.Exg3 Dxcy
32.2c1 £hg! 33.Ef3 [33.Bg1 Dxe3-
+] 33...Wg7+ [33... &d712—+]

(30)
> A. Lastin (2538)
» B. Firat (2396)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

Seemingly Black is completely lost,
but... 31... £c3! leads to drawish end-
game 32.Exh7+?! [32.Exf6 £xd2
33.Exf8+ Exf8=; 32.Wd3? Wfi+
33. Wxf1 Exfi+ 34.La2 Exds-+] 32...
&xh7 33.2e4+?? [33.Wd3+ Wfs!
34. Wxfs+ Exfs 35. 2e4 Edds 36. Exa6
g7 37.8La2=] 33...82h8 0-1

31
> I Sokolov (2641)
» G. Pap (2533)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

20. £ xg6! hxg6 [20..fxes5 21. £ xh7+
Hh8 22. & xg7+ Bxgy 23. Wg6+ Lhs
24.fxes+-] 21.Wxg6 £f8 [21...Eey
22.f5 (22.Wxf6+-) 22... We8 23. Wxf6+-
] 22.f5!+- Prevents £ fs5 and threats

with &g4 or Ef3. 22...fxes 23.f6 He6
24.2xg71-0

(32)
> D. Debashis (2389)
» A. Rychagov (2542)
Aeroflot Open
08.02.2012

30.Wxds! Wxds 31.2f6+ Fey
32. £ xds [32.2Dxds+ exds 33. & xds+-
; After the fantastic 32.%)g8+!! Black
can not even get to opposite colored
bishop endgame. 32..2d6 (32...&dy
33. 8xds exds 34.fs+-) 33. £xd5 exds
34.2D16!1+-] 32...2xf6 33. £xb7 Eb8
34. £ xa6 Lxg6 35. Lcg+-

> VI Fedoseev (2525)
» S. Sjugirov (2622)
Aeroflot Open
08.02.2012

39...d3!! [39.. Wg7? 40.f3!] 40.Wxd3
[40.2)xd3 Wg7-+; 40. £ xd3 Wg7—+]
40..2)xbg-+

(34)
> B. Esen (2534)
» R.Mamedov (2636)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

22. &xfs5!! gxfs 23.2Dxfs Wes
24.2e4! Black can not hold the at-
tack. White pieces are too active.
& gs or Bf3 is coming. 24... &xc4
25.20h6+ [25.2g5!? &xfi 26.Dh6+
Df8 27.0e6+ Bey 28.Wh7+ Hdé
29.2) f5+ Bxds 30.Dc7+ Lc6 31.5)xe8
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Exe8 32.Wg6++-] 25... (8 26.2)d6!
2 xf1[26.. We2 27. Wxc4q!+-] 27.2)xe8
Exe8 28.Wg6+-

(39)
> L Popov (2599)
» M. Venkatesh (2499)
Aeroflot Open
10.02.2012

23. £ xfs! 2xds 24.&xh7+ &h8
25.Wh3! £f6 The best chance.
26.fxes! £hg! 27. 2d3 £2xg2? [27..
Wos 28 Efs! Whe(28... & xg2 29. B xgs
2 xh3 30.Bhs+ &gy 31.Bh7+ Hg8
32.Bxhq+-) 29.Ef6! Wgs 30.Eg6!
Wf4 31.Ef1+-] 28.Ef8+! [28. L xg2+-
] 28...2g7 [28... Wxf8 29. Wxha+ gy
30.Why#) 29.Wxga+ Lxf8 30.Ef1+
Les8 31.Wg6+ 1-0[31.Wg6+ Hdy
32.Wxd6+ 2c8 33. Wxcs++-]

(36)
> D. Fridman (2652)
» H. Klip (2380)
Dutch league
11.02.2012

14.%)gs!! White gets a big advantage
in all the lines. It might be easy to find
this move, but during the practical
game, it is hard to resist of not tak-
ing back the piece on d2. 14...2xc4
(14..2Dxf1 15.Dxe6 Wd6 16. Exfi+]
15.20xe6 Wdy [15..Wd6 16. 2 xc7! ]
16.2)cs! Other moves were not clear.
(16.20xf8 Lxf8;16.2)xc7 e6] 16... W d6
17.20xb7 Wee 18.Efc1 Dxb2 [18...
2 xbs 19.90c5 Wf7 20. 2 xds Wxds
21.Wxcq+] 19. Wxb2+-

370
> M. Venkatesh (2499)
» M. Ghaem Maghami (2570)
Aeroflot Open
11.02.2012

29..2ab3! 30.2)xe2 Exe2 31.8¢5
(31. 2e3 Wxd1 32.Exd1 Exaz 33.d6
&f87] 31..Wxd1 32.Exd1 Exaz
33.d6 Dcs!-+

(38)
> S. Grover (2532)
» E. Karavade (2354)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

31. W8I Hg8 [31...20xe4 32.2e7!+-
; 31...2xhs 32.2e7+-; 31..80xhs
32.%e7+-] 32.hxg6+ fxg6 33. L xg6+
Lxg6 34. Wxgs+ f6 35. W8+ Lgs
[35...%f7 36. Wxh6++-] 36.De7+-

> M. Sieciechowicz (2459)
» B. Macieja (2617)
Polish Championship
18.02.2012

28...Exe4! [28... £.xe4! is the same as the
game 29.Zxe4 Exe430. & xe4] 29.Exe4
£ xe4 30. & xe4 Dxeq 31.Wxeq Wes+
32.%h1 [32.Wg2 Wxer+-+] 32... Wxh3+
33. g1 W3+ 34. 5 Whs+ 35.8g1
Wos+ 36.h1 £)d3! 01

(40)
> R. Kempinski (2610)
» P. Jaracz (2542)
Polish Championship
24.02.2012
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19.2)f4!+ Unbelievable, but Black
cannot avoid losing the exchange!
19...2)xe3?! [19..Zad8 20.2Dxd5+-
; 19...c6 20.2xds! Wxds (20...cxds
21.9¢c7+-; 20...cxbs 21.9c7+-)
21.c7+-5 19..Dxf4 20.gxf4 Wxfy
21.2Dxc7+] 20.fxe3 c6 21.Da3! Wb
22.2c4 Wxe2 23.2)xe2+-

a1
> K. Bischoff (2547)
» B. Kohlweyer (2458)
German League
25.02.2012

25. £ xds+!! cxds 26.2bs Wbs
27.0xa7 Wxay 28.Wc7! Wxcy [28...
Wxag? 29.Za1 Wbs 30.Zay+-]
29.Xxc7 Ed8 30.2)d3=+ Black pieces
are without future.

(42)
> R. Rabiega (2501)
» F. Vallejo Pons (2716)
German League
25.02.2012

11. 2 xh6! Ee8 Vallejo finds the best
practical defense. [11.. £ xf3 12. & xg7!!
Dxg7 13.Wgs+ Hh8 14.Whe+ g8
15.gxf3+- &h1 and Eg1 are the next
moves.; 11..gxh6 12.%xh6 £ xc3 (12...
Ze8 3.20g5+) 13.Wgs+! (13.bxc3 Deq
14.2e5+) 13..2h8 14.bxcz 9bdy
15.Whe+ g8 16.2g5+-] 12. £xg7 [12.
ZHae1 was probably the best from the
many good options. 12.. &xc3 (12...
gxh6 13.Wxh6+-) 13.Wgs Deq14. Wxgg
£xb2 15.9g5+) 12...xg7 13.Wes+
f8 14.Zae1 Very logical move, but
a mistake. White should have gone

there with his other rook. As we will
see, the a-rook will have a very impor-
tant role on the b-file. [14.Efe1! 26
15.2d4 & xc3 (15..9)¢8 16 D xe6+ fxe6
17.%f1+1+-) 16. Whé+ ey 17bxc3 Dc6
18.Zab1!+] 14...2e6 15.2)d4 £xc3
16. Whé+ Ley 17.bxc3 Dc6-

(43)
> Mat. Bartel (2658)
» T. Markowski (2612)
Polish Championship
26.02.2012

27.Exb6! Exb6 28. 2xds+ h7y
29.Wfs! 1-0[29. W5 to avoid the L) f8-
Qhy mate, Black hasto play 29... % xg6
but after 30. £g8+! &xg8 31. Wxg6+-
he is losing too big material because
of the £ xh6 and ds threats.; 29.We4!
has the same effect as 29. Wfs!]

(44)
> R. Fontaine (2552)
» E. Najer (2637)
German league
26.02.2012

15.f4!! and Black loses his e4 pawn
after £g2! 15...2a6 [15...exf3? 16.e4!
f2+ 17.2e2!+- Unusual queen trap-
ing.] 16.2g2 £bg [16..2b4 17. & xb4
2 xbg+ 18.Fez2+] 17.a3 L xd2+
18.%xd2 e5 19. 2 xe4 We6 20.fxes+

(43%)
> N. Huschenbeth (2510)
» E. Postny (2622)
German league
26.02.2012



GREATEST 365 PUZZLES 97

White achieves a better endgame af-
ter a great idea! 18. 2 h6!! gxhé [18...
f6 19.Wxe6+ Wxe6 20.Exe6 gxhé
21.8Ed1 Ead8 22. Eed6 Exd6 23.Exd6
Ee8 24.2fiz With a clearly better
endgame due to the bad pawnstruc-
ture of Black.] 19.Ea3! Wgs [19...f6
20.Bg3+ Lh8 (20..2f7?? 21. Whs#)
21.Wxe6 Wxe6 22.Exe6z] 20.Eg3
£g4 21.h3 Wxes 22.Exes Zfe8
23.Bxgq4+ Hf8 24.Exe8+ Zxe8
25.2f1 Ees 26.Ed4 ey 27.£4 Ecs
28.c3x White is better because of the
afore-mentioned reason. The 34th
example of the ,Hard section” shows
the end of this game.

(46)
> D. Wegener (2364)
» L.D. Nisipeanu (2638)
German league
26.02.2012
27.Ze6+!! Pretty escape! 27... £ xe6
28.Wf8+ Bd7 29.Wer+ Hc8 [29...
Pc6 30.Wxe6+ Lcs 31.Wes+ be
32.Wd6+=] 30.Wxe6+ b8 31. Wd6+
Pay 1/2:1/2[31...Bay 32.Wdg+ b8
33.Wd8+ Pay 34.Wd 4+ b6 35. Wd7+=]

an
> L. Lenic (2637)
» V. Kunin (2537)
Austrian league
01.03.2012

38...Wf6! [38...f6 also gave an ad-
vantage, but less clear after 39.2d2);
38..Exd7 39.cxdy £f6 40.Ef2!
es 41.2xe5! Lxes 42.d8Q+ Wgs
43.We7=] 39. Ef2! [39. & xe5 Wxes—+]
39... Zxd7! 40.Exf6 £xc3! 41.Exhé6

[41.cxd7? £xf6] 41... Ec7+ White has
serious problems with bringing back
the h6 rook to the game. 42.Ehs
£d2! 43.h4 g4! 44.c5bs!-+

(48)
> J. Tomczak (2555)

» D. Pulvett (2340)
Cappelle la Grande
03.03.2012

15.2)ds!! Actually this move was
a novelty! According to my data-
base, in the previous 5 games White
played differently. 15...exds 16. £ xds
b6 [16...2b7 17.e6! £d6 (17...
Whe 18.exf7+ &h8 19. 2 xby D xby
20.Wxey Wxd4 21. Ead1 Wey

22.8e3! is the most precise, Black
loses one of his knights (22.%xd;
Bxf7+) 22..8dcs (22..9bcs 23.b3!
Wxc2 24.b4+-) 23.b4! (23. £d4 Wes)
23.. Wxbg 24. £d4!+-) 18.exf7+ Fh8
19. 2 xb7 Dxb7 20.De6+-; 16...EbS
172D f5+- €6 in the next move wins
the game.; 16...Zay 17.9)c6+-] 17.€6
£d6 18. £xd6 Wxd6 19.9)fs! Wxds
20.2e7+ ©h8 21.Dxds5+-
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(49)
> B. Valuet (2318)
» V. Durarbayli (2543)
Cappelle la Grande
03.03.2012

15...2Dxes! 16.dxes Wc6! 17.f3 [17.
Whs Wxcyq 18.exf6 £xf6 19.20d6
We6 20.0xb7 WxbrT; 17. W3 Wxcy
(17...2De4!?) 18.Wxb; Wxbs 19.Wxey
Wxes (19..2)d5 20.Wa3 Efc8+) | 17...
Wes+ 18. 2e3 Wxest

(50)
> C. Koepke (2404)
» J. Pinter (2546)
Austrian league
04.03.2012

23. £xgs5! Wxgs 24. & xf7+! Exfy
25.Wxgs & xgs5 26.Zxe8++-

(51
> A. Shneider (2529)
» P. Grandadam (2189)
Cappelle la Grande
04.03.2012

22.20g5'h6 23.Dxf7+ Exf7 24. Wxe6
3 [24...8d7 25.2xds+-; 24...Eey
25.Wxds Wxds 26.Exds+] 25.bxc3
Zey 26.Wxds Exes 27.Wxby+-

(52)
> M. Tazbir (2513)
» B. Amin (2608)
Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

27...Exeq! 28.f5 [28. L xeq4 L xeq+
29.20hf3 Wxbi—+; 28.bxcq4 Exez+

29.2xe2 &2xc2-+] 28...Exez2+
29.2xe2 Wxc2 [29...Ee8!?—+ is ob-
jectively even better, but both moves
definately wins the game.] 30.%Wxc2
Dez+ 31.Df2 Dxcz2 32.fxg6 Les
33.gxf7+ Lxf7-+

(93)
> T. Sanikidze (2549)
» P. Harikrishna (2648)
Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

55...hs! [55...&e7? 56.ds; 55...2ds5?
56.2d3] 56.2d2 h4 57.%e2h3 58.f2
h2 59.&2g2 bs! 60.axbs a4 61.b6 a3
62.b7 Bc7 63.f6 a2 64.f7 h1Q+! 0-1

(54)
> P. Harikrishna (2678)
» V. Zakhartsov (2563)
Cappelle la Grande
06.03.2012

56. ££5"! & xbs+ [56... & xf5 57.) xf5+-
] 57. 62 Bd 4 58.2Dg4+-

> Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son (2662)
» Li Shilong (2549)

HD Bank Cup

06.03.2012

15. 2h6!! [15. Wxa8? Wxf1+! 16.Lxf1
La6+ 17.De1 Exads; 15.9g5? D f6!
16.Wxa8 Wxf1+ 17.Lxf1 a6+ 18.Le1
Exa8%] 15...2a6 [15..Wds5 16.Wgy
g6 17.&xf8 Hxf8 18.Bfcix; 15...
gxh6 16.Wxa8+] 16.Wg4! g6 17.Efc1
Wds 18. £xf8 Exf8 19.Wgs Wde
20.Wg3+-
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> Sokolov,And (2577)
» V. Neverov (2544)
Cappelle la Grande
07.03.2012

52.%)xa6! £ xa6 53. £ xd5+!' Lh8 [53...
cxds 54.Exc7 £xbyg 55.Exhy &xhy
56.Ec7+ Eh6 57.66+-] 54. £xc6 Wey
55.d5 Wxby4 56.d6+-

(57
> A. Zherebukh (2642)
» A. Vul (2318)
Cappelle la Grande
07.03.2012

21. £ xfq! D xf4 22.9)g5! g6 23. 2 xe6
Dxe6 24.5)xe6 fxe6 25.2)e4!?+ [25.
Exe6+)

> L Cheparinov (2664)

» K. Akshayraj (2422)
Reykjavik Open Reykjavik 1sL
08.03.2012

28.2)xb6!! LDxb6 29.Lxas EbS
30.Exc6 £d6 31. Edc1! The key move!
Black cannot prevent es! The knights
are on really unfortunate places. 31...
Eb7 [31...e5 32.Exd6 £xd6 33.Ec6
2¢734.9c54+-] 32.651-0

(59)
> H. Steingrimsson (2556)
» Fl. Perez (2269)
Reykjavik Open
08.03.2012

(60)
> Grettarsson,HJ (2460)
» E. Vaarala (2241)
Reykjavik Open
09.03.2012

16.exf6! Wh3 [16... 23 17.Wf4! £ xd1
18.fxe7 Ee8 19.Exd1 Exey 20.2e4+]
17.20e2!! g5 [17.. 213 18.90f4 &xd1
19.2xd1+-] 18. £xgs! Lc5 19.2f4
Weoy 20.2h6 &3 21.2xf8 &xd1
22.Wxd1 Wxdi+ 23.Exd1 Exf8
24.Bd7+- I hope, when you decid-
ed to take on f6, you have seen the
17.%f4! and 17.%9e2!! moves.

61
> Z. Kozul (2602)
» A. Brkic (2587)
Zagreb
10.03.2012

17. Exh8+! &xh8 18.Wf4!! Wc7 [18...
Ze6 19.Wxf7 Exeq+ 20.2d2 Wxaz+
21.Ec2+-] 19. 2f6+? [White missed
19.Wha+! Lg7 (19..Bg8 20. L f4!+-)
20.2h6+ Bg8 21. & f4+-] 19... g8
20.%Wh2? 1-0 Black resigned in al-
most winning position. Dubious
play by strong Gms.[20.h2? & h3!!
21.gxh3 (21. Wxh3 Exf6-+) 21...dxe47

> D. Navara (2700)
» 1. Sokolov (2653)
Reykjavik Open
10.03.2012

23...ds! 24. £b3 [24.exds5? Exer+-+]
24...Exeq4 25.Exeq4 dxeq 26.2fs
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[26. Wxhe £2xd4 27.Bxdg4 Wxdg
28 Wxg6+ Wg7—+]

26...Ed8! Only move for an advan-
tage! [26...gxfs 27.%xh6 White holds
the draw.] 27.20xh6+ Lg7 28.Wa
[28.Wf 4 Exdi+ 29. £ xd1 Wd430. Le2
Wes 31. Wxes £ xes 32.2)g4 £ xba—+]
28...Bxdi+ 29.&xd1 e3! 30.2g4
exf2+ 31.2f1 [31.Dxf2 We6-+] 31...
2d432.Whe+ Sg8-+

(63)
> V. Papin (2575)
» T. Thorhallsson (2398)
Reykjavik Open
11.03.2012

19. £ xbs+!! axbs 20. Zd 4!+-

(64)
> L. Cyborowski (2543)
» A. Giri (2722)
German league
17.03.2012

32.Ec3!! Only move and the bishop
is trapped. [32.Ze2 Ec133.Exc1 Exa1
34.Wb3 Eg1+ 35.82h3 & xfs 36.gxf4
Wxfgs—+; 32.Exc6 bxc6 33.2c3
Hd8+] 32... & xf4 [32... Exc3 33.bxc3!]
33.gxf4 Wxf4 I would give slight pref-

erence to White, but the objective re-
sult should rather be a draw.

(65)
> L. Fressinet (2696)
» S. Gordon (2535)
German league
18.03.2012

21.2b3!! Black cannot defend his
queenside pawns. £ xasand £ xds are
the direct threats. 21... b6 [21... £e6
22, Wes+-] 22.9xas! Wxas 23. Wxc6+
Fe7 24. Exds Exds 25. 2 xds5+- £a6
26. £b3 Ed8 27.%f3 1-0

(66)
> R. Wojtaszek (2704)
» P. Negi (2631)
German league
18.03.2012

34...Exd6! [34..cxd4? 35.Exg6++-]
35.exd6 £es! Of course, it was more
than enough, if you calculated un-
til this moment. 36.d7'? [36.%b3+!
c4 37.Wg3 Dxgs 38.Ber!! (38.Wxgy
Wes+ 39.2h2 W+ 40.2h3 ©h8)
38.. W71 39.Hey! Wds 40.Wxgy
Whi+ 41.5f2 Efs+ 42.2g3! War+
43.22h3 Whi+= In case of perfect play
the game ends with this perpetual
check, but of course we are not com-
puters.] 36...%¥xdy [Black could have
get an edge after 36..%)xd3! 37.dx-
e8Q+ Exe8 38.Excs! Eer+ 39.22h2
Ehi+ 40.82g3 D xc5 41.bxcs Lf77]
37.Bxg6+ Lxg6 1/2-1/2[37.. 2 xg6
38. Wxge+ Wgy 39.Wxgr+ Dxgy
40.2De6+ Bf6 41.20xcs Eg8+=]
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(67
> Cs. Balogh (2664)
» A. Sharafiev (2433)
European Championship
20.03.2012

Mate in two : 36...Zc8+!! [36...Exb6
seems to win as well, but..you will
find it in the ,,Hard section”, 46th ex-
ample.] 37.2)xc8 bs#

(68)
> G. Guseinov (2616)
» Y. Erturan (2370)
European Championship
20.03.2012
20.ds! exds [20.. Wxds 21.Ed1! Wee
22.2d6+-] 21.e6! Wc6 [21..Wcy
22.07+-] 22. Wes+- [22.0f7+-]

(69)
> Da. Klein (2418)
» Iv. Saric (2649)
European Championship
20.03.2012

31.Zh8! &cy 32.Exg8 Exgs
33. 2 xfs!! exfs 34.€6+ Lc8 35.exd7+
Wxdy 36.Eh1z [36.%f2 was even
better, operating on the dark squares
36...82b8 (36...Exgy? 37.Wcs+ b8
38.Wf8++-) 37.Wha+! Day 38. Why
Wds 39.2)e2+-]

(70)
> Ad. Bach (2264)
» D. Lintchevski (2564)
European Championship
20.03.2012

13.2xe6! fxe6 14.Exe6! HhS8
[Computer defends with the un-
real 14.. £h2+!! 15.&xh2 &h8 but
White preserves the advantage af-
ter the very strong 16.2)f4!+ ey
17.23 Dxf2 18 Wf3+] 15.Exd6 Wey
16.Ee6 Wby 17.Dxf6 [17. £b3+-] 17...
Wxcq 18.2)xhy Wxe6 19.2)xf8 Exf8
20.2e3+

m
> V. Kotronias (2597)
» D. Lomsadze (2338)
European Championship
21.03.2012

Black seemsto be in deep trouble, but
a nice combination saves him. 2i...
£ xd4"! White was so shocked after
21... 2 xd4, that instead of making a
draw he preferred to make some com-
plications which were clearly bad for
him. 22.21h2 [22.cxd4 Wg7 23.2e3
(23.9¢3?! fxg3 24.Bg1 Whe6=) 23...
fxe3 24.Bg1 Whé 25. Exg8+ Dxg8=;
220 xd4 Wg7 23.9¢3 fxg3 24.Wxg3
(24.f4 Whe 25.Lg2 Wxfy) 24..xd4
25.Wxg7+ Lxg7 26.cxd4 Lf7=] 22...
£ xf2 23.8e6? [23.Be2 Le3 24.0g4
White has enough compensation to
make a draw.] 23...2)d8! 24.Ee2 L¢3
25.c4 [25.20g4 Wc6!-+] 25... Eg3+

(72)
> Gy. Pap (2538)
» I. Khenkin (2632)
European Championship
21.03.2012

22.Df5+! Wxfs [22..gxfs 23. Wh3+
Lg6 24.Wxhy+ Dgs 25.Bgr+
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f6 26.Whe++-] 23.Exfs gxfs
24.Exb7+- Ef7 [24..Eae8 25.e5+-]
25.Wg3 fxeq 26.Exe7! Eaf8 [26...
Exe7 27.Whg++-] 27.h4! 1-0

(13)
> E. Safarli (2645)
» D. Agaragimov (2342)
European Championship
20.03.2012
30.2015!! gxfs [30.. &xf5 31.exf5+-]
3r.exfs Wfy [31..Wd8 32.Wds++-]
32.Wxa8+-

1)
> H. Stefansson (2531)
» Bo. Vuckovic (2628)
European Championship
21.03.2012

24.d6!"! £xd2 [24...exd6 25.2ds!
2xd2 (25... g7 26. R xa5+-) 26.)f6+
DAf8 27.2xe8+-] 25.20ds5 [25.Wxd2
was also strong 25..Wfs 26.2ds
c6 27.Dxe7+ (27.dxer+) 27.. D xe7
28.dxe7+] 25..2¢c6 [25... £h6 26.d7!
Wxd; 27.2f6+ exf6 28.Wxdy+-]
26.Wxd2 Des? [26..Wd8! 27.dxey
(27.d7 Bf8) 27..%Wd6 28.Bd1! Dxey
29.Ze1+] 27.We3 exd6 28.2)f6+ 1-0

(79
> S. Sulskis (2596)
» A. Boruchovsky (2333)
European Championship
20.03.2012

20...2)a6!! 21. Ed1 tricky move, Black
must be careful. [21. £ xe5 £ xe5¥]

21...h6! [21..Dxc7? 22.Exc7!! Excy
23.2d8+ 218 24.2h6+-] 22. 2 xes

£xes 23.g3 Excy 24.2d8+ gy
25.2xc7 £xc726.Za8 £b6+

(76)
> T. Antal (2352)
» D. Zoler (2541)
European Championship
22.03.2012

15...g5! 16. 2e3 Dxes! 17.9¢3 [17.
Wxes 2 f6—+] 17... 2 f67

(m
> N. Grandelius (2545)
» H. Melkumyan (2628)
European Championship
22.03.2012

11.2)bs! Famous trick! Sometimes the
same idea works with D xds as well.
11...cxbs [11... Ef8 12. £ c7 Wes 13.5)d6
£ xd614. 2 xd6+-;11... £b7 12.2c7+-]
12. £¢7 2bg+! 13.axbg Wey 14.Wb3
£b7 15. 2 xbs+

(78)
> A. Korobov (2679)
» L Nyzhnyk (2585)
European Championship
22.03.2012

59...d2!! [59...e3! also works with
similar idea 60.2xd3 (60. £ xg2? d2)
60..22g3!! Due to the &f4 threat,
the Black king reaches the f2 square,
which secures the draw.] 60. £ xd2+
e3 61.2a5 [61.&c1 Dg3!=] 61...e2!
62. £ xg2 Bg3! 1/2-1/2 Draw agreed.
&f2 is coming next.
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19)

> S. Movsesian (2702)

» V. Kotronias (2597)
European Championship
22.03.2012

21.b4! cxbg [21..Wcy 22.bsl+-]
22.Bxd4 Efc8 23.Wb3+-

(80)
> A. Istratescu (2633)
» Ant. Pavlidis (2431)
European Championship
23.03.2012

16.c5! bxcs 17.dxcs [17. 2c4+ Bh8
18.Dxh7!+-] 17...8c7 [17..2xc5
18. £ c4+ Lh8 19.Dxh7+-; 17... R xc5
18. £ c4+ Lh8 19.2xh7+-] 18. Rcq+
&h8 19.2xh7+-

(81
> N. Sedlak (2593)
» T. Petenyi (2359)
European Championship
23.03.2012

33...20xd4 [33..2es!! was the only
way to win! Black collects the g6
pawn, after which his king gets ,,air”
onhy.34.%c8 (34.We6 Dcq+!35.Faq
Bxaz+-+) 34..20xg6!-+] 34.exd4
Wf3+ 35.%vag Exa2+ 36.%bs Un-
believable, but there is no mate...
36...Eb2+ [36..Wb3+ 37.2c6 Ea6+
(37. Wb6+ 38.Bxds Wh3+ 39.2d6
Wh6+=) 38.Bc7 Whe+ 39.2c8 Wxg6
40.Wxds5=] 37.2as! [37.2c6? Eb6+
38.2c7 Wf4+ 39.22d8 W8+ 40.Wes
(40.F2c7 Wb8#) 40..Eb8+-+] 37...
Haz+ [37..Wa3+? 38.Way] 38.%bs

Eb2+ 39.&as5 Ea2+ 40.2bs Eb2+
41.Das 1/2-1/2

(82)
> 1. Popov (2605)
» Ni. Djukic (2513)
European Championship
24.03.2012

34.2c8!" Ef2 [34.. Exeq 35.Ed8 A8
36.Exe8+! Lxe8 37.2)d6++-; 34...
Exb2 35.2d8 &f736. Ef3++-] 35.Ed8
&f8 36.Ec7 [36.Ecd3+- was easier.
Black is in zugzwang! Edé6 followed
by Exe6 is coming.] 36... Ed2! Nice
trick, unfortunately for Black, he re-
mains in zugzwang. 37.Bxd2 D xc7
38.2d8+! £e8 39.b4 Black resigned.
He could only pass with the rook,
while the White king marches to
¢5.[39.b4 Ea8 40.h4 Eb8 41. g2 Ea8
42.212 Eb8 43.Fe2 Ea8 44.2d3 EbS
45.2c4 Ea8 46.2c5+-]

(83)
> C. Braun (2372)

» D. Navara (2700)
European Championship
25.03.2012

29...2d2! [29..Eee2 30.Ec1 hsF]
30.Ehh1 Exh4! Funny situation of
the rooks! 31.2c4 Exdi+ 32.Exd1
Deq0-1

(84)
> V. Durarbayli (2543)
» A. Beliavsky (2630)
European Championship
25.03.2012
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35.2f1!! Only this silent move
wins the game! 35...2f6 [35..2)d8
36.Wxd6+-; 35...20e7 36.Wxd6+-]
36. Wxc6+-

(85)
> A. Naiditsch (2702)
» L Sokolov (2653)
European Championship
25.03.2012

27.2xg6! [27.Wf3+] 27...Bxdi+
28.Exd1 hxgé 29. Exdeé! Wcy [29...
Wxdé6 30.0f7++-] 30.Exg6 Ea6
31.Exa6! [31.Whs+?? &g8 32.Exa6
Wei+! 33.%h2 Wf4+=] 31..bxaé
31.. Wi+ 32.Ph2+-] 32.Whs+ g8
33. Why+ 2f8 34.9e6+ 1-0

(86)
> R. Rapport (2553)
» D. Kadric
European Championship
25.03.2012

52.EZxe8! a1+ 53.2h2 a2 54.Eh8!
Eh1+ 55.2xh1 a1Q+ 56.Lh2+- Bg7y
57.2bg8+! &h6 [57..Lf7 58.L0d6+
ey 59.2d8!+-] 58.Eg6+ Shs
59.2e3! Wb2 60.%2h3 1-0

87
> E. Sutovsky (2700)
» Z. Kozul (2602)
European Championship
25.03.2012

28.Exf6! 2xf6 29.2)c5! 2h4 [29...
W8 30.0d7'+-] 30. Wxhg+-

(88)
> E. Can (2476)
» T. Nyback (2636)
European Championship
27.03.2012

27...Exes! 28.dxes Wb6+! 29.%e1
[29.2f1 Dde3+-+] 29...20f4! 30.Wey
[30.Wxfs Dxga+ 31.2f1 (31.2d2
Wes#) 31..0e3+-+]

30...20xg2+ [30..Ec2!! would have
been the worthy finish of the game!
31.Wxc2 (31.Wxfy War+ 32. &.f1 WiH#)
3. D xg2+ 32.2d2 Wes#] 31.5d2 g6+

> A. Cioara (2477)
» M. Roiz (2652)

European Championship
27.03.2012
22.90ds!  &xfa2+ [22...8&xds

23.Wxds+-] 23.%h1 £ xds 24. Wxds
Wby 25.Wf! &c526.e5 28 27. Wxgy
Le7 28.e6+-

(90)
> R. Hovhannisyan (2600)
» N. Vitiugov (2709)
European Championship
27.03.2012
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Seems to be quite hard to make
progress, but Black has very strong
option! 46...Ec8!! This is the key! But
it can be played after different kind
of checks as well. [46...We2+ 47.%2hg
Wer+ 48. g4 Wdi+ 49.82h4 Ec8-+]
47.Wes [47.Wfe Wer+! 48.%hg
Whs+! 49.2g3 Ec3+-+] 47...Wg1+!
48.2f3 [48.2hgs Wha+ 49. g4
Whs+ 50.2g3 Ec3+-+] 48...Whi+
(48...Bc3+ 49.Deq Wer+ 50.Bxd4
Wda+ 51.Deq Hez#] 49. ez Wga+
50.22d1 Wea+ 51.e1 Whi+ 52.e2
Ec2+ 53.2d3 Ec3+ 0-1

91
> D. Navara (2700)
» V.Jianu (2497)
European Championship
27.03.2012

34.Eb1!
36.xg5+-

exdg+ 35.2f4! Lf7

(92)
> Ni. Djukic (2513)
» C. Ali Marandi (2315)
European Championship
28.03.2012

30.Exeq! g6! [30..dxes 31.%g5
hé 32.2)xh6+ gxhé 33.Wg6+ Hhs
34.Why#) 31.Wh6 dxeq 32.%gs5
Wxdg+ [32..Wd; 33.Df6+ Exfe
34.exf6+-] 33.2h2 Wdy 34.2f6+
E xf6 35.exf6 E8 36.f7+ [Here White
missed the forced win 36. Ed1! £ds
37.0xe6!! Exf6 38.Exds! Wxe6
39.2d8+ 2f7 40.Wf8%] 36... Exf7
37.20xf7 Wxf7 38. Wgs+

(93)
> S. Movsesian (2702)
» L. Pantsulaia (2595)
European Championship
28.03.2012

30.Wd6+!! Wxd6 [30..Lg8 31.Wxe6
fxe6 32.Eff7+-] 31.Efxf7+ 1-o[31.
Efxf7+ g8 32.Exgy+ f8 33. Edf7#]

(94)
> A. Berescu (2494)
» S. Ernst (2578)
European Championship
29.03.2012

33...2xes! 34.2xa7 [34.fxes Dxes—+;
34.8xe7 £d635.Be4 Ebi+ 36. g2 Ea1—+]
34.. b1+ 35. 2 £.d6 36. 2d4 f6-+

(95)
> D. Khismatullin (2656)
» A. Mastrovasilis (2510)
European Championship
29.03.2012

23.2)d8!! Eg7 [23..Ef8 24.2ce6
2 xe6 25.0xe6 Ef726.f5+-] 24. Eerl+-
2ds 25.Ee8+ Thy 26.2)de6 £xe6
27.7)xe6 1-0

(96)
> Vu. Rasulov (2526)
» A. Mista (2587)
European Championship
29.03.2012

46... 2h6!"! The easiest and the nicest
win. [46..%f6-+] 47.We1 [47.Wxc3
bxc3 48.2xf3 c2 49. Ea1 d2—+] 47...
d2!48.Wey+ L g7+
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90
> D. Lintchevski (2564)
» A. Cioara (2477)
European Championship
30.03.2012

Seems like too many pieces are hang-
ing, but... 31.f5!"! £d4+ [31.. Eey 32.fxg6
hxg6 33.2d6+ 2d8 34. £ f3+- (34. .xg6
Bez+ 35891 £d4+ 36.Bh1+-); 31..gxf5
32.0g5++-] 32.8g2 Ee3 33.fxg6 hxg6
34. 2xg6+- The human win, but com-
putershows34.2)d6+ to beeven strong-
er.[34.2)d6+ 2d8 35 Ef8+ Bcy 36. Ef7+
b6 37.Exby+ a6 38. £g4+-]

(98)
> M. Mchedlishvili (2626)
» R. Rapport (2559)
European Championship
30.03.2012

There is only one win in the position:
42.Wg2+! Bfs [42..9g4 43.h3+-]
43.Bg7" and the Wg6 mate can be
only avoided with a piece sacrifice.
43...2g4 44.h3+- [44.Wc2+ was
more direct win 44...e4 45. Wc8+ &f6
(45...Des 46.Ee7+ 2f6 (46...2xds
7. Wcq#) 47.We6+ g5 48.Bgr+
hs 49.Wes++-) 46. W+ Des
47.Be7+ Bd4 48. Wxfg+-]

(99)
> B. Socko (2647)
» V. Popov (2546)
European Championship
30.03.2012

Seems like, due to the two bishops
White has a longterm advantage, but

as usual one small tactic might eas-
ily change the evaluation. 22...%)e4!!
23.dxeq [23.2xe4 fxesq 24.Exf8+
Exf8F 23.Bg2 £xg3+!] 23...fxes
24.Ee1 White lays a trap, but Black
calculated one move further! 24...
£xba! 25.2bg White was hoping
for winning some material with the
pins, but...

25...exf3! 26.Exf3 Exe1! 27. Exf8+
g7+ and Black ended up with an
extra pawn.

(100)
> E. Najer (2640)
» M. Vachier Lagrave (2682)
European Championship
31.03.2012

29.f4! [29.Wa8+?! ey 30.Wxa6 Ec1
31.82d2 Eb1is unclear.) 29...exf4 30.e5!
[30.Exf4 Eh2+ 31.2f1£] 30...fxg3
[30...Ec1 31.exd6+-; 30...f3+ 31.Exf3
Zh2+ 32.%&d1 Ehi1+ 33.2d2 Eha+
34.8c3+-] 31. Bxfy Eha+ 32.2e1 g2
[32...Eh1+ 33.22d2 Eh2+ 34.8c3+-
] 33.Ef8+! &d7 34.€6+ 1-0[34.6+
Pe7 35.Bf7+ ©d8 36.Was+ Wcs
37.8d7+ He8 38. Wxc8#]
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(101
> A. Shabalov (2523)
» T. Gelashvili (2618)
Philadelphia
06.04.2012

There are many tempting moves, but
only one of them is good! 19.2)e6!!
(19.2xf7 &xf7 20 .Le6+ Exe6
21.dxe6+ Lxe6 1 was unable to find
way to continue the attack. Black king
is quickly running back to f7-g8...]
19...fxe6 [19..We7 20.d6+-] 20.dxe6
£¢6 [20...cxb3 was probably the most
critical line, but still after some exact
moves White achieves an advantage
21.Wxb3 Qcs 22.Wa2! Wey 23. £d6
Wxd6 24.e7+ (24.Exd6 £ xd6 25.e7+
Bh8 26. 2.xc8 Lxc8 27.Wxayzt) 24...
2ds5 25.2xd5 h8 26. £xc8 Exc8
27.Bfe1+] 21.bxc4! Cold-blooded re-
action! Black can not leave the pins.
21...2bg [21...Bey 22.exdy £xdy
23. £.g5+] 22.exdy Dxdy 23.2d5 £c5
24.215'h6

25. &2 xh6! gxh6 26.&xdy! Wgs
[26... 2 xd7 27. W g6+ Lh8 28.2)f6+-]
27. £ xc8 Exc8 28. We4+-

(102)

> L. Vajda (2597)
» C. Zeng (2435)
Doeberl Cup
08.04.2012

31.2xes! [31.d7+ Ld8«] 31...Wxd6
(31...Wxc5 32. Wa8+ Eb8 33.d7+ d8
34.Wxb8+ Pey 35.Wxf8+! Lxf8
36.d8Q++-] 32.2cd7! [32.Ded7+-
is the same.] 32...Wxdy [32... &xdy
33.Wag+ Eb8 34.Wxb8#] 33.Wa8+
1-0[33. Wag8+ Eb8 34.Wxbs+! &xbs
35.2Dxd7+ Lc8 36.2Dxf8+-]

(103)
> J. Bosch (2386)
» V. Shishkin (2464)
Deizisau
09.04.2012

10..2¢5!" 11. £d3 [11. W2 &xd4!F;
11.dxcs £xc3—+; 11.We3 he! 12. £ 4
2e67) 11...20b3! 12.axb3z Wxa1+-+

(104)
> A. Morozevich (2765)
» D. Jakovenko (2729)
Russian league
10.04.2012

19.66!! 2xe6 [19..2)xe6 20.Efe1+-]
20.2)xe6 [20.Efer? 0-0-0!] 20...2)xe6
21.Wxds: It is enough to stop your cal-
culationshere. Easy to feel, that the Black
king will not find shelter in this game
due to the strong a3 bishop. 21...Ed8
22.Wb3 [22.Wbs+1? W7 23 Wb3+] 22...
hs [22..Eb8 23.Wayg+ Wdy 24.Wey+]
23.Efe1 Eh6 24.Wby! 2d7 25.Eac1
Eb826.Way+ Bc827. 2bg1-0
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(105)

> A. Korobov (2679)
» M. Panarin (2523)
Russian league
12.04.2012

32... 2es5!! The only move to not lose,
but it also gives some advantage for
Black. 33.2)xd5 £ xg3 34.2f6? White
was still ambitious and missed an-
other tactic. [He should have played
34.2xb6 axbé 35.fxg3 Ed6F with
good drawing chances, but Black can
still press a bit.] 34... & xf2+! 35.xf2
Zf7 36.Ze6 £)d4! 37.Ed6 Dbs! 0-1
Resigned, because &gy is coming
next.

(106)
> Young,An (2321)
» E. Sevillano (2502)
Saint Louis
12.04.2012

16...Was+!! 17.bg [17.2c3 exds
18.Wxdg 216 19.Wd2 Exc3!-+] 17...
Wxa2!! 18.2b3 [18.Exa2 Eci+-+;
18.f3 Wxai+ 19.2f2 £d7-+] 18...
Wxa1+! 0-1

(1on
> P. Acs (2587)
» D. Howell (2633)
German league
15.04.2012

54... 2e4? was tempting, but leads
to draw. [54..d2+! Or 54..£d7! was
the way to win. 55.&d1 £d7! 56.2d8
Rag+ 57.De2 2bs+! The keymove!
58.d1 £xa6-+] s55.2d8! d2+

56.22d1 £ f3+ 57.2c2 Leq+ 58.2d1
&b3 59. Zb8+! Lcq 60.Ed8=

(108)
> J. Granda Zuniga (2640)
» G. Milos (2593)
Iberoamericano Championship
15.04.2012

27...20xg2!! 28.&xg2  Lxg4q!
29. £xg4 Exgq+ 30.2h1 [30.&h3
Eg3+! 31.5h2 Wgs! 32. & xg3 Wxgs+
33.2h1 Whi+ 34.82g1 Eg8+ 35. 212
Wes#; 30.Bf3 Bga-+] 30...%Wg6!
With this important silent move,
Black brings his heavyartillery to the
game. [30...Wgs! was also good with
the same idea.] 31. Za2 Zg8-+

(109)
> D. Jakovenko (2729)
» E. Sutovsky (2700)
Russian league
15.04.2012

48...2h1!! Picturesque only move!
49.%Wc2! was also necessary. [49.
Pxh1? Wxfa—+] 49... £f5 [49..%b6
50.&xh1 Wxb7+=] 50.We2 Wbe
51.8&2xh1 Wxby+= and soon agreed
to draw.

(110
> R. Kasimdzahov (2678)
» A. Postojev (2330)
German league
15.04.2012

25.2c4" TheNd 6 threat forces Black to
give up his structure and open the diag-
onal of the g2 bishop. 25..dxc426.bxc4
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Ec7 27.cxbs axbs 28. Za6 [White could
have won a pawn after 28.Eay! £)f6
29.8xc7 Wxc7 30.Wf3! and a double-
threat is coming in both lines. 30... Ec8
(30..2d5 31.%hs!+-) 31. Wesl+-] 28...
Zec8 29.e4+ with big advantage.

(1
> M. Mozharov (2474)
» V. Malakhov (2705)
Russian league
15.04.2012

41..20g4+!" 42.hxgq Whé+ White
can not escape from the perpetual
check. 43.%g1 Wez+! [43..Wc1+?
44. 261 West 45. g2 Wda+ 46.5f3!
Weit+ 47.e2 Wea+ 48 .Des+-]
44.5f1 Wit [44..Wd3+=] 45.5f2
W2+ 46.Dg1 Wes+ 47.h2 Whe+
48. 2h3 Wd2+ 49. g1 Wes+ 50.Fh2

1/2-1/2

(12)
> P. Tregubov (2599)
» A. Morozevich (2765)
Russian league
15.04.2012

37...Bfs!"! [37..Be6? 38.Exd6!+]
38.Zfd1 [38.Exfs Eei+ 39.&h2
N xfs—+] 38...Exf6 39.Exdé Exdé6
[39...a3!? 40.Bd7+ Ef7-+4] 40.Exd6
a3 41.Xa6 Ze3+ Black won the end-
game with good technique.

(113)
> Y. Bacallao Alonso (2550)
» J. Gonzalez Garcia (2529)
Catalanian league
17.04.2012

33. BExf7+!! &xf7 [33...8g8 34. Wc6!+-
] 34.fxe6+ Lxe6 35. 2 xds+ Wxds
36.Ee1+! 2d6 37.Wa6++-

(14)
> E. Ahmadinia (2379)
» B. Amin (2608)
Dubai Open
22.04.2012

18..20xd4!! 19.Wxd4 [White could
have resisted more with 19.82g2 £ xf3
20.Wxf3 £d7+ But his position re-
mains quite hopeless anyway.] 19...

fs! 20.Wf4 gs!-+
(115)

> S. Movsesian (2715)
» D. Swiercz (2585)
Czech league
22.04.2012

29.Wxh7+! Wxhy 30. £ds5+!! This is
the point! The rooks are mating on
the h-file! 30...Ef7 [30.. Wf7 31. Eh8+
g7 32.E1h7#] 31.&xf7+! 1-0[31.
& xf7+ Wxf7 32. Eh8+ g7 33. E1hy#]

(116)
> J. Radulski (2552)
» K. Rusev (2516)
Bulgarian Championship
22.04.2012

16... £xh3!! Beautiful motif! [Of
course not16...exd4?? 17.Wxe8+ S xe8
18. X xe8#] 17.gxh3 exd4 18.Wf1 Exe1
19.Wxe1 d3! The passive White pieces
are unbale to protect the king. 19...
Ze8? 20.W11!] 20. £b3 [20. £d1 Ee8



110

MEDIUM

21. W1 Deq—+] 20... W3 21. Le3 He8
22.2)d2 Wxh3 o-1

11
> B. Bellahcene (2321)
» F. Handke (2525)
Lille Open
26.04.2012

24...20e1!! It is always a pleasure to
make such a move! 25.We2 Exd1
26. Wxd1 Hxgz2 27.5xg2 Wes
28. 2a3 Wxe4q+ 29.h2 £ xcq4-+

(118)
> V. Nozdrachev (2449)
» A. Stukopin (2485)
Sochi
26.04.2012

18.Ehe6!! Really spectacular crush-
ing move! [18.£h3 Wb8 19.Wd2+
also with dangerous attack, but
Black is alive.] 18...%c8 19.Exf6!
gxf6 20.2h3! b8 21.Wxf6+ Lcy
22.Wes+ b6 23. £xd7 [23.Ed6++-
] 23...20xd7 24.%d6+ Bbs [24... Wc6
25.Wdg++-] 25.Wxd7+ White went
for easy winning endgame, instead of
giving mate in few moves... [25. Eds+!
2c5 26.a4++-] 25...Wxd7 26. Exd7+-

(119)
> D. Collutiis (2493)
» M. Brunello (2263)
Italian league
28.04.2012

20.bg!! Wxbg [20..Wc7 21.Dcds5!+-]
21.2cds! [21.2eds! is the same.] 21...

exds 22.20xds Wcs 23.2xe7+ Hh8
24.Bds Wcy 25.20xc8 Exc8 26.c5!+-

(120)
> A. Motylev (2683)
» Wan Yunguo (2441)
Chinese league
28.04.2012

25.2)gs5+! hxgs 26.hxgs+ Lg8
27.8h2! 2xd4 28.Eahi Df3+
29.Wxf3 1-0[29. Wxf3 Exf3 30.Eh8+
Lf7 31. Exd8+-]

121
> E. Safarli (2645)
» V.Rasulov (2526)
Nakhchivan Open
29.04.2012

36... £d3+! 37.Exd3 Egi1+!! 0-1 Fol-
lowed by mate on the backrank.

(122)

> E. Sutovsky (2700)
» M. Olszewski (2539)
Italian league
29.04.2012

20. &xh7+! &xhy 21.Whs+ &g8
22. & xg7! Bxg7 23.Wga+ Shy
24.Whs+ (It would be too greedy
to play on win with 24.Ze3?? f3+
25.2xf3 Eg8-+] 24...8g7 25.Wgq+
Phy 26. Whs+ Bg7 27.Wga+ 1/2-1/2
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4]

> M. Carlsen (2835)
» L. Aronian (2805)
Wijk aan Zee
16.01.2012

> L. Aronian (2805)
» F. Caruana (2736)
Wijk aan Zee
24.01.2012

1. +-

(2)

> A. Motylev (2677)
» S. Tiviakov (2677)
Wijk aan Zee
17.01.2012

1)

> V.Ivanchuk (2766)
» A. Giri (2714)
Wijk aan Zee
24.01.2012

1. +-
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13

> LE. Ami (2596)
» D. Harika (2516)
Wijk aan Zee
24.01.2012

M

> S. Ernst (2606)

» P. Harikrishna (2665)
Wijk aan Zee

27.01.2012

D
O
1. +_

> F. Caruana (2736)
» A. Giri (2714)
Wijk aan Zee
27.01.2012

> S. Mamedyarov (2747)
» A. Zatonskih (2506)
Gibraltar

27.01.2012

1. +/-
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HarD

> A. Aitbayev (2386)

» Timofeev,Arty (2659)
Moscow Open
28.01.2012

1... -/+

(1

> Hou Yifan (2605)

» Le QuangLiem (2714)

Gibraltar
31.01.2012

(10)

> G. Glidzhain (2381)
» V.Iordachescu (2651)
Moscow Open
28.01.2012

1... -/+

(12)

> Ni Hua (2641)

» N. Kabanov (2522)
Moscow Open
31.01.2012
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(13 (14)

> A. Lastin (2538) > E. Berg (2550)

» Arty Timofeev (2659) » M. Vachier Lagrave (2699)
Moscow Open Gibraltar

01.02.2012 02.02.2012

1. +/-

(19) (16)

> Alb. David (2598) > B. Savchenko (2609)
» Ar Salem (2505) » A. Goganov (2497)
Gibraltar Moscow Open
02.02.2012 03.02.2012

1... —+ 1. -/+
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(1n (18)

> L.D. Nisipeanu (2638) > M. Vachier Lagrave (2715)
» A. Lauber (2464) » A. Giri (2722)

German league German league

04.02.2012 04.02.2012

D
1. +/-

(19) (20

> F. Vallejo Pons (2716) > I. Cheparinov (2659)
» H. Melkumyan (2619) » P. Drenchev (2493)
German league Tringov memorial
24.02.2012 05.02.2012

®
O
1. +/-
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21)

> H. Melkumyan (2619)
» C. Lupulescu (2655)
German league
05.02.2012

(23)

> B. Adhiban (2561)
» M. Ragger (2655)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

1. +/-

(22

> M. Ragger (2655)

» H. Steingrimsson (2562)
German league

05.02.2012

(24)

> B. Socko (2636)

» L. Bukavshin (2517)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

1. +-
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(25)

> Shen Yang (2447)
» R. Robson (2596)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

L.=/+/-/+

27

> A. Jankovic (2568)
» C. Sandipan (2628)
Aeroflot Open
12.02.2012

@@P

(26)

> Ab. Gupta (2652)
» Cs. Balogh (2665)
Aeroflot Open
10.02.2012

(28)

> S. Sjugirov (2622)
» B. Jobava (2704)
Aeroflot Open
12.02.2012
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(29)

> B. Jobava (2704)

» D. Bocharov (2611)
Aeroflot Open
13.02.2012

1. +-

31

> A. Khalifman (2632)
» S. Zhigalko (2658)
Aeroflot Open
14.02.2012

> R. Mamedov (2636)
» Lu Shanglei (2516)
Aeroflot Open
13.02.2012

(32)

> M. Godena (2548)
» A. Gershon (2499)
Israelian league
24.02.2012
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(33) (34)

> T. Henrichs (2473) > N. Huschenbeth (2510)
» R. Fontaine (2552) » E. Postny (2622)
German league German league
25.02.2012 26.02.2012

> A. Lauber (2464) > R. Polzin (2469)

» D. Baramidze (2591) » O. Boguslavskyy (2467)
German league German league

26.02.2012 26.02.2012

1... -/+
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3N

> B. Amin (2608)

» R. Vera Gonzalez Quevedo (2482)
Cappelle la Grande

04.03.2012

> V. Durarbayli (2543)
» C. Sandipan (2595)
Cappelle la Grande
09.03.2012

1. +/-

> I. Krush (2461)

» F. Caruana (2767)
Reykjavik Open
08.03.2012

1... -/+

(40

> M. Oratovsky (2521)
» L. Bruzon (2691)
Catalanian league
10.03.2012

1... -/+
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an

> F. Berkes (2706)
» S. Bogner (2534)
German league
17.03.2012

(43)

> L. Gonda (2520)

» Z. Efimenko (2703)
German league
18.03.2012

1. +-

42)

> B. Socko (2628)

» C. Sandipan (2640)
German league
17.03.2012

(44)

> A. Naiditsch (2707)

» D. Brandenburg (2522)

German league
18.03.2012
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(49)

> Analysis of Cs. Balogh (2664)

» A. Sharafiev (2433)
European Championship
20.03.2012

1. =

an

> L Ivanisevic (2645)

» D. Baratosi (2407)
European Championship
22.03.2012

1. +-

(46)

> A. Volokitin (2695)

» E. Schiendorfer (2349)
European Championship
21.03.2012

1. +/-

(48)

> V1. Fedoseev (2548)

» D. Khismatullin (2656)
European Championship
23.03.2012

1... —+
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49)

> V. Papin (2575)

» B.Jobava (2706)
European Championship
23.03.2012

l... —+

o1

> E. Najer (2640)

» V. Durarbayli (2543)
European Championship
27.03.2012

> A.Dreev (2698)

» A. Brkic (2587)
European Championship
27.03.2012

1. +-

(52)

> T. Banusz (2583)

» Cs. Balogh (2664)
European Championship
28.03.2012

1. =

@@
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> I. Smirin (2657)

» K. Kulaots (2585)
European Championship
28.03.2012

1. +-

> Arty Timofeev (2650)
» D. Jakovenko (2729)
European Championship
29.03.2012

1. -/+

(54)

> V. Erdos (2636)

» Mio Perunovic (2481)
European Championship
29.03.2012

> M. Godena (2508)

» S. Ter Sahakyan (2578)
European Championship
30.03.2012
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E))

> Ding Liren (2660)
» Lu Shanglei (2514)
Xinghua
31.03.2012

> Yu Yangyi (2615)
» Ding Liren (2660)
Xinghua

05.04.2012

l...=

> B. Grachev (2705)

» K. Alekseenko (2367)
European Championship
31.03.2012

l...=

> E. Bacrot (2706)

» M. Burschowsky (2229)
Deizisau

06.04.2012

1... =
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(61

> C. Hauser (2209)

» M. Perunovic (2582)
Deizisau

06.04.2012

1. -/+

> A. Naiditsch (2702)
» O. Kurmann (2458)
Deizisau

09.04.2012

1. +-

(62)

> S. Shankland (2580)
» R. Prasca Sosa (2420)
Philadelphia

06.04.2012

(64)

> Ki. Georgiev (2671)

» V. Bogdanovski (2435)
Skopje

09.04.2012

1. +-
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> V. Gunina (2511)

» E. Kovalevskaya (2419)
Russian league w
11.04.2012

(67

> S. Movsesian (2702)
» A. Motylev (2683)
Russian league
12.04.2012

> P. Nakhapetiane (2504)
» K. Landa (2645)
Russian league

11.04.2012

1..-/+

> V. Potkin (2669)

» D. Andreikin (2689)
Russian league
12.04.2012



GREATEST 365 PUZZLES 129

> R. Kempinski (2604)
» E. Berg (2575)
German league
14.04.2012

et

(M

> P. Maletin (2586)
» D. Khismatullin (2656)
Russian league

1... -/+

(70

> R. Ruck (2579)

» A. Naiditsch (2707)
German league
14.04.2012

(712)

> S. Movsesian (2702)
» P. Leko (2720)
Russian league
15.04.2012



130

HArD

(13)

> A. Volokitin (2695)

» R. Antoniewski (2559)
Austrian league
21.04.2012

(14)

> Xiu Deshun (2492)
» Wen Yang (2549)
Chinese league
29.04.2012
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1))
> M. Carlsen (2835)
» L. Aronian (2805)
Wijk aan Zee
16.01.2012

38. 2c1!! Exf2+ 39.2xf2 Exda
40.&b2+ Of6 [40.. g7 1.2 xg6#]
41. £xf6+ hy 42.2e6! 2d6 43. Les
Le7 44.f8Q £xf8 45.2xf8++- with
a technically winning endgame.

2)
> A. Motylev (2677)
» S. Tiviakov (2677)
Wijk aan Zee
17.01.2012

23. 213! & xb2 [23... & xf3 24.gxf31]
24.Way4! The most accurate move!
[24.%d3 also led to advantage 24...
Ec325. Wb Exes! (25... £ xa126. £ xds
exds 27.b7+) 26. £ xds exds 27. Wxba+]
24...8c4 [24... 2xa1 25. Wxc2+-]

25.Wxcq! £xcq4 26.Eab1! [26.b7
£ds!] 26... Le5 27.b7 2ds 28. £xds
exds 29. Exds £c730.Ed7 Les531.bx-
a8Q Wxa8 32. 2 h6+- White is win-
ning, but the finish was also elegant:

32.. We833.Ebd1 ££6 34.E7d6 Le7
35.2e1 a5 36.2b6 Wd8 37. Exe7! 1-0

> L. Aronian (2805)
» F. Caruana (2736)
Wijk aan Zee
24.01.2012

Despite being a rook up, the win is
not so obvious. 40.%Wg3!! [40.Wh4
Des 41.Wxgq Dd2] g0..Wxe2
[40..2g8 41.£2d3 Wd2 42.Wes+ f6
43.Weyq fs 44.Wes+ Phe 45.Wfa+
g7 46.2xfs! gxfs 47.Wxfs+-]
41.Wes d3 [41.. Wxc4 42.Wxf6+ g8
(42.. Bh6 43.Wh8+ Bgs 44.h4+ gxh3
45. W16+ Dh6 46. Efg+-) 43.Eb1! Shy
44.Eb7 Wei+ 45.Wfi1+-] 42.Exf6
(42.Wxf6++-] 42...2h6 43.Exf7
Wer+ 44.Dg2 Wez+ 45. g3 Wer+
46.2xg4 War+ 47.2h3 1-0

4)
> V. Ivanchuk (2766)
» A. Giri (2714)
Wijk aan Zee
24.01.2012

50.Eh7+! &c8 s51.Exby! Exby
52.f4!! Only this move is winning.
[52.66? 2c7 53.Les d8—+] 52...gxf4
[52..84 53.66 L7 54.Fes Bd8 (54...
as 55.2f6+-) 55.2xfs ey 56.Les as
57.f5 a4 58.2d4+-] 53.h4! a5 54.e6!
[54.hs? a4] 54...2c7 55.h5 ag 56.e7!
&d7 57.h6 1-0[57.h6 a3 58.hy a2
59.68Q+ Lxe8 60.h8Q++-]
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(9)
> LE. Ami (2596)
» D. Harika (2516)
Wijk aan Zee
24.01.2012

19.&2h1!! Amazingly deep! Creat-
ing the £ h6 threat. [19.%Wxc4 & xe3+
20.2h1 Wes 21. Wb3 £h6 could be
good as well, but if Black manages to
consolidate with We7 and 26, then
he is fine.] 19... 2xe3 20.Wxe3 gs
[20...%hs 21.Wd3+-] 21.e5! h6 22.e6
[22.Wd3!1? Efg 23. Why+-] 22... 2 xe6
23. Wxe6+-

(6)
> F. Caruana (2736)
» A. Giri (2714)
Wijk aan Zee
27.01.2012

17. £ xas!! Typical sacrifice in the
Slav, after which White collects all
the queenside pawns. 17...Exas [17...
Wxas 18.Wxas Exas 19.2xc6 Ea8
20. 2 xbst] 18.2xc6! Ea8 19. 2 xbs
£e6 20.a4 f5 21.Wd2! ££6 [21..&d5
22.9es5 (22Dbs Lf7 23.9a6 Way
24.bg) 22... 8 xes 23.fxe5 €6 24.bg+]
22.ds £ f723.Bac12f824.bg+- Black
had no chance to hold the passers.

M
> S. Ernst (2606)
» P. Harikrishna (2665)
Wijk aan Zee
27.01.2012

Very difficult task to calculate all the s
in order to escape from the perpetual

check. 35.Ec3! Wxa2+ 36.Ec2 Was+
37.8c3 Wa2z+ 38. £c2! Only this way!
38...2e2+ 39.22d3 Wa6+ 40.Ecq
Was+ 41.2c3 Wa6+ 42.2d4! Again
the only move to progress. 42... Ed2+
[42..Wb6+ 43.c4! Wa6+ 44.%b3
Whs+ 45.La3 Was+ 46.8b2 Whyg+
47.2c1+-] 43.Des! Wea+ [43...Eez2+
44.Be3+-] 44.2f6 1-0

(8)
> S. Mamedyarov (2747)
» A. Zatonskih (2506)
Gibraltar
27.01.2012

15.2ceq! Dxeq [15...bxcq 16.Dxf6+
& xf6 17.Why#] 16.Wxeq Lxgs
17. 2d3! f518. Wxc6 £ xfq 19.Wxa8
Wb6 20. W3+

9)
> A. Aitbayev (2386)
» Arty Timofeev (2659)
Moscow Open
28.01.2012

86... £c1+" 87.Exc1 Exd3! 88.cxd3
es+ [88...Exc189.e5 Ec2 90.2e3 Exaz
91.Exb4=] 89.%e3 Exc1 90.Eh8 Ee1+
[90...Ec2! was the right move 91.Eb8
Hxaz2 92.Exbg Eai1! 93.Bagq az-+]
91.2f3 Efi+ 92.%e3 Hg1 93.Eb8
Exgs 94.Exbg? [94.2f2! would have
hold the draw] 94...Eg2+

(10)
> G. Glidzhain (2381)
» V.Iordachescu (2651)
Moscow Open
28.01.2012
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19...Ef5!! [19...Ef6 was more logi-
cal, but much weaker. 20.Whs Ehé
21.Wf7=] 20.bxas [20.Wxe6c Ef6!
21.Wh3 Eh6-+] 20...We7! 21.Eaba
Ef6 [21.. 2a6F] 22.Wc2 [22.Whs
Eh6F] 22...e4 23.£xeq4 dxey
24.Wxeq ExasF

(1
> Hou Yifan (2605)
» Le Quang Liem (2714)
Gibraltar
31.01.2012

34.Exh6!! gxhé 35.We6+ Lgy
36.Wdy+ g6 37.2e6! Actually it is
Black, who has to fight for draw. Only
one move would have saved him, but
he failed to find it. 37...2c5? [37...
Ef7! 38014+ Dg7 39.20hs+ Hg8!
(39...2g6 40.We6+ Bf6 41.9)xf6 L xf6
2. % xfs++-) 40.Wes+ Ef8 (40... W8
41.Wxa4+) 41.Wo6+ Bh8 42.Wxh6+
Lg8=] 38.Wg7+! hs 39.2)xf8 £ xf8
40.Wf7+ 1-0

(12)
> Ni Hua (2641)
» N. Kabanov (2522)
Moscow Open
31.01.2012

20. 2h6!! gxh6 21.Wxh6 cq [21...d8
22.Be3 &h8 23.Bg3 g8 24.Exgs8+
Bxg8 (24... Wxg8 25. Wxb6+-) 25. Ed3+]
22.Be3 [22.Wgs+ Lhs 23.Wfe+
g8 24.Eez+-] 22...f6 23.Eg3+ Bfy
24.Bg7+Le825. Wxhy d8 26. & xc4!
Wxcq 27.Egxdy+ [27.Bdxdy+ Dxdy
28.Exd7+ L8 29.Exb7+-] 27...8c8
28.E7d6 Wc729.Wh6 1-o0

(13)
> A. Lastin (2538)
» Arty Timofeev (2659)
Moscow Open
01.02.2012

17.2xd6+!! Wxd6 18.2bs+ Fey
19.Wxd6+! xd6 20.Ead1++ Le6
[20..Fc7 21.fxes Dxeq 22.Exfr+
&b8 23.Eddy £c8 24.Edey+; 20...
ey 21.fxes+] 21. Lcq4+! Dey 22.fxes
Eac8 23.exf6+ gxf6 24. 2b3+

(14)

> E. Berg (2550)
» M. Vachier Lagrave (2699)
Gibraltar

02.02.2012

17.0xf8!! Dxd3 18.2g6+ Lhy
19. £ xd3! with more than enough
compensation for the queen. Black
king is too weak. 19... £xg6 [Black was
nicely mated in another recent game
aswell. 19... £d8 20.2)ds! bs (20..&£)xds
21.exds £xhg 229D xha+ g8 23486
£d7 24.Bf3+-; 20...Lxg6 21.e5+ Bf7
22.exf6+) 21.%gey! Lxe7 22.%)xey
&by 23.2xf6 gxf6 24.Exf6 Wxaz
25.Bbf1 Bgy 26.Eg6+ ©h8 275! 1-0
Bobras-Maksimenko, German league
2012, 19..Wxc3 20.Dxe7+-] 20.e5+
Lhs [20..Bf7 21.exf6 £ xf6 22.)d5+-]
21.exf6 £xf6 [21..Wxc3 22.fxe7 &dy
23. £.e1 Wes 24. Exby+-] 22. £ xf6 gxf6
23.8b3! Was 24.Xxf6'+- Black can
not hold the threats. 24... 2d725.2e4!
2g4 [25.. Wer+ 26.Ef1+-] 26.h3 Egs
27.hxgq+ Exgy 28. £ e2 Wer+ 29.&2h2
1-0
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(13)
> David,Alb (2598)
» A. R. Salem (2505)
Gibraltar
02.02.2012

30...2cq!! 31.bxcs Wxcs with the
double threat of Wxg1 and Excq
32.Egs [32.Wg3 Egg!-+] 32...Wf24!
o-1 [But not 32...Exc4?

33.e6!! Wxgs 34 Wxcq=; 32.. Wea+
33.20d2 Bd4+ 34.Dc2 Excq—+]

(16)
> B. Savchenko (2609)
» A. Goganov (2497)
Moscow Open
03.02.2012

23...20e2+! 24.2h2 &g1+! 25.&h1
g3+! 26.82xg1 Dxeq 27.Exc8
Haxc8 28.2xeq4 Efe8! 29. 2 xf4!
Exeq 30. 2xg5 Eca¥

m
> L. D. Nisipeanu (2638)
» A.Lauber (2464)
German league
04.02.2012
23.d5! Dxds [23.. b3 24.Wd2! D xds
25.2c2! Wxcyq 26.&xh7+ &xhy

27.Bxc4 Exc428 Wgs+] 24.Wg3? [24.
Wg4! to provoke fs would have won
on the spot 24...f5 25.Wg3+-] 24...f6!
25.&c2 Was? [25...Wes! with a very
sharp fight] 26.cxds! Exc2 27. £ xf6!
g6 28.Exc2 Exc2 29.dxe6+-

(18)

> M. Vachier Lagrave (2715)
» A. Giri (2722)

German league

04.02.2012

19.c4!! Very difficult move to play
19...bxc4 20.2xcq4 Das threats now
20...¢6 [20... b8 has a beautiful refu-
tation:

21. Le4! c6 22.Wg4+! Hh8 23. & xds!
cxds 24.fes+!! dxes 25.2)xes+-]
21. 2xd6! £xd6 22.Exe8 Wxe8
23.2)xd6 White already has three
pawns for the piece. 23...%Wey
24.Weg3+ Lh8 25.Bd1+ [25.Bc1+
with a big advantage.]
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(19

> F. Vallejo Pons (2716)
» H. Melkumyan (2619)
German league
24.02.2012

20.2xh7+! [20.fxey? Exd3] 20...
Exhy 21. Whs+ g8

22.fxg7 [22.2e4!! was the way to
win 22..Wxfs (22...g6 23.Wh3 &18?
24.9g5+-) 23.fxgy f6 (23..Bxg7
24.2d4+! D xd4 25 Bxfa+-) 24.Whs+
Bf725.Why Bg8 26. £ hgl+-; 22.Exc3
£ xf6 23.Eh;3 g6 24.Why+ 28] 22...
Dxg7 23.Exc3 Ed6! 24.Eg3+ [24.f5
Eh8 25.8g3+ Hg6 transposes to the
game) 24...5g6 25.f5 Eh8 26. Exg6+
fxg6 27.Wxg6+ B8 with unclear po-
sition

(20)

> L Cheparinov (2659)
» P. Drenchev (2493)
Tringov memorial
05.02.2012

23. 2 xg5! [23. £xc7 Wxcy 24.Exdg
(24. 2xa8 £xd2) 24..Wxby] 23...
Wxgs 24.Exd4! cxd4 25.2e4! Wes
[25...We7 26. & xa8 Exa8 27. Wxd4+]

26.Ec1!! This great in-between move
causes problems on Black’s back
rank. 26...2ad8 [26..2e6 27. £ xa8
Exa8 28.Wc8+!+-] 27.Wxc7 Wxcy
28.8xc7 d3 29.20d2+-

21
> H. Melkumyan (2619)
» C. Lupulescu (2655)
German league
05.02.2012

31.2e8! [31.20xf5? Eg6!] 31...Eg6
32.Wb8! £c6 33.2xg7! Exgy
34. 2 xg7 Wxg7 35.Eb1! & xa4 [35..f4
36.Wc8 £d7 37.Wcq+-] 36.Eby 2d7
37.Zay against Wai+ 37...We7? [37...
Pes 38.Wde+] 38.Wcy Des 39.Eas!
g6 40.Eds D8 41. Exfs+-

(22)

> M. Ragger (2655)

» H. Steingrimsson (2562)
German league

05.02.2012

18.Exd7!! Eliminating the defender!
18...Wxdy 19.Zd1! Wxagq [19..Way
200 f6+! gxf6 21.exf6 . xf6 22. Re4+-]
20.20f6+! gxf6 [20.. £xf6 21.exf6+-]
21.exf6 £xf6 22.L2e4q! Ed8? [22...
Wxdi+ would have given some practi-
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cal chances, but of course the position
objectively should be lost. 23.%xd1+-]
23.Exd8+ £xd8 24.Wxhy+ Hf8
25.Whg+! Pey 26.2g5+ d6
27. Wxd8+ Pes [27..Wdy 28 214+
es 29.Wf6+ We6 30.Lxes+ Tdy
31. 2 f5+-] 28.f3 Wdy 29. Wf6+ 1-0

(23)
> B. Adhiban (2561)
» M. Ragger (2655)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

30.b7! Exd4 [30..Wxb7 31. £ xd8+
Exd8 32.Wxg7+] 31.bxc8Q Wxh3
32. Wby+! &f6 33. £c7! Important
defensive move, which had to be fore-
seen. 33... Wxga+ 33... Exgq+34. £¢3
hs 35.Ec1! The most precise. 35..h4
36.Wgo! Wxgo+ 37.8xg2 Pey (3.
hxg3 38.c6+-) 38.c6 2d8 39.h3!+-]
34.Wg2+-

(24)
> B. Socko (2636)
» L. Bukavshin (2517)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012
42.dxcs!! At first sight this can only
be dangerous for White, but actual-
ly it is winning. 42...&c7 43.as5! a6+
[43...2d7 44.26 bxa6+ 45.Lxa6 Lc6
46.b4 es5 47fxes f4 48.e6 {3 49.bs+!
&xcs 50.e7 f2 51.e8Q f1Q 52.Wey+
g 53. Wxgr+-] 44.2bg 26 45.h3!
Black is in zugzwang. [45.h4? ¢y
46.%2c3 L6 47.22d4 Td7 was draw.]
45...2d7 46.2c3 Dc6 47.2d4 Tbs
[47..Bd7 48.Des Ley 49.hg! &dy
50.b4 ey 51.bs! This breakthrough

was the point! 51...axbs 52.c6! &d8
53.cxb7 Lc7 54.26 bg 55.2dg+-]
48.h4 Dxas [48..Lc6 49.FLes Tdy
50.bg+-; 48..Fbs 49.Fes Hxbj
50.&xe6 g 51.Df7! Dd3 52.8xg7
Pxe3 53.2xg6 d4 54.hs d3 55.h6 d2
56.h7 d1Q 57.h8Q+-]

49.c6!! Fantastic move! [49.%e5 by
50.Lxe6 as] 49...bxc6 [49...Fb6
50.cxby &xby 51.Le5 L6 52.2xe6
Fcs 53.2f7+-] 50.2c5 1-0[50.Lc5
d4 s1.exd4 e5 52.fxe5 f4 53.€6 {3 54.€7
f2 55.e8Q 11Q 56.Wd8#]

(25)
> Shen Yang (2447)
» R. Robson (2596)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

17...2¢6!! [17.. 2D xg2 18.Lxg2 Whé
19. &xa5 Exf2+ 20.2g1 (20.2h1
Exh2+ 21.Bxh2 Wa+ 22.8h1 Why+
23. g1 Wg3+=) 20... BEfi+!! 21.xf1
£ h3+ 22.8e2 Rgq+ 23.8f1 Lh3+=]
18. £xas [18.dxc6 Wgs!] 18...Wgs
19. 2117 This loses quickly. [19.g3
D hz+ 20.Lg2! Exfa+ 21.82h1 Exd2
22.0xeq! Exdr 23.9Dxgs Dxas
24.Baxd1 D xgsF Three pieces and
one pawn for two rooks should be
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clearly better for Black.] 19...20h3+
20.2h1 Dxf2+ 21.5g1 Dh3+
22.Bh1 D2+ 23.2g1 Dxd1-+

(26)
> Ab. Gupta (2652)
» Cs. Balogh (2665)
Aeroflot Open
10.02.2012

22. &xe6+? was tempting, but leads
to a bad endgame... [22.Ed3+! &ds
23.2xds exds 24.Exds+!! cxds
25. Wxds+ &e8 White holds the draw
by perpetual check after the sur-
prising (25..2c7?? 26.Les5+ Lxes
27.Bc1+!+-) 26. Whs+! Ef7 27.Whg+
(27.Ber+ Wey!? 28. Exer+ L xe7) 27...
Zf8 28.Whs+=] 22...Bc7! 23. Les+
&2xes 24.Wxes+ [24.Exf8 Wxf8
25.Wxes+ Wde 26.Wxgy+ £d77)
24..%d6 25.Wxd6+ Lxd6 26.Exf8
£ xe6F

2n
> A. Jankovic (2568)
» C. Sandipan (2628)
Aeroflot Open
12.02.2012

Black played excellent chess: 23...
Dgs!! [23..20d2 24.%ds! +] 24.%Wds
[24.Wg> Wis—+] 24...20h3+! 25.5h1
[25.2g2 Dxe3+! 26.fxe3 Wxea+-+]
25...20hxf2+ 26.Bg1 [26. Exf2 Wey+!
27.Wxeq4 Exci+ 28.8g2 Exeq—+]
26...20h3+! 27.2h1 Weg+! 28.Wxeq
Exc1! 29. W13 [29. Exc1 Exeq—+] 29...
D hf2+! 30.Lg2 Exf1 31.£d4 [31.
Exfr Dxh2+-4] 31...20d1! 0-1

(28)
> S. Sjugirov (2622)
» B. Jobava (2704)
Aeroflot Open
12.02.2012

Probably, Black was already celebrat-
ing his victory, when he had to face
the truth. 54.2b3"! Hc8 [54...Lc6
55. 2xb6 Lxb6 56.2c4=] 55.Lc5!
Day [55..9d6 56.2xd6+ Lxd6
57.%c4 L6 58.2)d4+ b6 59.2b3=]
56. £xa7 [56.2cq4 D)6 57.%)c1= was
also draw.] 56...Exa7 57.&c4 Eby
58.2)cs Eb6 59.2 b3 with a theo-
retical draw. 59...22d6 60.2)d4 Eb8
61.20b3 Eb6 62.2a5 Le6 63.2b3
Zb8 64.Dc5+ Bfs 65.Lb3 Ebé6
66.2d3 Le4q 67.2xbg d4 68.a3
Pcq 69.2a2 Eb3+ 70.Lagq 1/2-1/2

(29)
> B. Jobava (2704)
» D. Bocharov (2611)
Aeroflot Open
13.02.2012

52.2d3!! g5 [52..&h6 53.Ed6+
Lgs 54.Bg6+ 2f4 55.8Bxg1 Exeq
56.2e6+-; 52...26 53.f6! ©@h6 54.Eg3
L5 55. Bxg6+ Ehs (55...2h756.Egs
2f8 s57.Exes+-) 56.Bg8+ Dhy
57.2d5+-] 53. 2g6+! [53.fxg6+? g7
54.8d; Eay!=] 53...Dg8 54.Ed8+
Lg7 55.Ed7+ Bg8 [55... 56 56. Ef74]
56.f6 1-0
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30)
> R. Mamedov (2636)
» Lu Shanglei (2516)
Aeroflot Open
13.02.2012

21. 2 xe6! [21.2xf3 c4 22. a2 Exf3!
23.gxf3 Def4!] 21...Wxe6 22.c4!! This
is the point! Suddenly Black king
becomes the ,haunted” one! [22.
Dxf3 Le2l] 22...fxg2 23.Wc3! Hgy
[23...g8 24.9g4!%] 24. 2h6! Wfe
25.f41+-

(31
> A. Khalifman (2632)
» S. Zhigalko (2658)
Aeroflot Open
14.02.2012

White can get a big advantage on
both sides, it depends on our style,
which one we prefer. 22.c4!! is the
strongest move! [22.2xg6 fxg6
23. Wxg6 {cqo; But 22. & xb6 Wxb6
23. £ xg6! fxg6 24. Wxg6 K18 25.5)xhs
Eay+ is also clearly better for White.]
22...20xc4 23.Ec1! Ddy 24.Ea2 [24.
D f1+-] 24... Eab8 25.%Wb3! a526.bs+-
Black loses the knight.

(32)
> M. Godena (2548)
» A. Gershon (2499)
Israelian league
24.02.2012

24.2xh7!! &xhy 25. & xg7+ Lxg7
26.Wxf6+ g8 [26..82hy 27.Ed3+-]
27. Wxg6+ Hg7y 28.2)f6+ Hf8
29.20h7+ g8 30.20f6+ A8

31.%Whe! We6 [31..2f7 32.20hs5+-]
32.2d3! De7 33.2h7+ &f7 34.Ef3+
1-0

(33)
> T. Henrichs (2473)
» R. Fontaine (2552)
German league
25.02.2012

20...f3!! 21.2Dxf3 [21. £xf3 Exf3!
22.0xf3 Dd4!! (22.. D xbg 23.2D) xgs+!
hxgs 24.axbg &f3 25.8f1) 23.exd4
(23.9fxdq exdq 24.8b2 Des—+)
23...2xf3 24.2f1 exdg-+] 21...
Exf3! 22.82xf3 Dxbg! [22..4d4?
23.22xd4!] 23. £xb7? [23.axbg £xf3
24.5f1 Wh3+ 25.Fe1 Ef8!-+ White
can not hold the pressure. 26.&d2?
2 xe2 27.Fxe2 Exfa+! 28.Fxf2
Wxha+-+] 23...20xc2 24. e4 Hxa3
25.82b3 Way 01

(34)
> N. Huschenbeth (2510)
» E. Postny (2622)
German league
26.02.2012°

Very good example for training the
calculations, I hope you managed
to find the win. 56.&g6? [56.2a8
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f2 57.Ba1 Ehs 58.%g7 Le3 59.h8Q
Exh8 60.&2xh8 ez 61.2g7 f1Q
62.Exf1 &xf1 63.2f6 ez 64.Fes
&d3 65.22d6 Bcyq 66.Lxc6 Lxbg=;
56.Eg8!! was the only winning move.
56...f2 (56... Bf5+ 57.e6 f2 58. Egg++-
) 57.Bg4+! De3 (57...8d5 58.Bfy+-)
58.Lxes f1Q 59. Eeq+! Ed3 60.Ed4+!
(60.h8Q?? Wai+) 60..e3 61.h8Q+-]
56... Ze6+! 57.Bgs [57.8f7 Ees!=]
57... Zes+ 58.2g6 Ee6+ 59. g5 Kes+
60.2g6 1/2-1/2

(3%)
> A. Lauber (2464)
» D. Baramidze (2591)
German league
26.02.2012

12..2xe4! 13.2Des5 [13.0-0 £xd7F]
13...Whg+ 14.g3 Dxg3 15.hxgs
Wxhi+ 16.2d2 Wxdi+ 17.%xd1 f6!
This was the whole point! 18.%)f3
g4 19.2e2 Ead8+ [19..Eeq—+]
20. 2d2 Ed7y 21.Eb1 Ede7!-+

(36)
> R. Polzin (2469)
» O. Boguslavskyy (2467)
German league
26.02.2012

28. £e3!! Very deep idea... 28...%Wcy
29.f4! Suddenly the best piece of
Black got caught in the middle of
the board! 29... Exf4 30. 2 xf4 £ xf4
31. 2 Xg6+-

(370
> B. Amin (2608)
» R. Vera Gonzalez Quevedo (2482)
Cappelle la Grande
04.03.2012

Really precise calculation was need-
ed. 31.2e5! Exes+ 32.2d2 Eds+
(32..Wgs+ 33.c3 Wes+ (33...
Hesz+ 34.2d4! Ee8 35. Wds+ Wxds+
36.8xds+) 34.Wd3 transposes to the
game; 32.. Wxf1 33. Wxes+-] 33.e3!
[33.8c3? Wes+] 33... Bes+ [33... Wgs+
34. Wy Wert 35.Bf3+-] 34.dg!
Weq+ [34..EBeq+ 35.Fc3 Whi+
36. Wg3+!+] 35.Bc3 Wes+ 36.Wd3!
Ecs+ 37.%bg Ebs+ 38.Faq Wxd3
39.cxd3+

(38)
> I Krush (2461)
» F. Caruana (2767)
Reykjavik Open
08.03.2012

34... 284! 35. 21! Wb6? [35.. Wxe2!!
was the elegant win, but Black missed
it in the timetrouble. 36. E xf8+ £ xf8
3720 xe2 £ xe2! 38.We3 Ebi+ 39.Wg1
Exgi+ 40.2xg1 £d3 (40.. 2d46%)
41.Bxe5 £d6 42.Be8+ Dgy 43.212
Ef7 44.Ea8 2 xe47] 36.Eaar? [White
missed 36.Ea6! Exfi+ 37. £ xfi W2
38.Exg6 £h3 39.2hs!] 36... & xe2
37.Exf8+ [37.D)xe2 Ef27] 37... &£ xf8
38.2)xe2 Wfa—+
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(39)
> V. Durarbayli (2543)
» C. Sandipan (2595)
Cappelle la Grande
09.03.2012

49.Exc6! [49. & xg5 P xg5 50.Bxc6
ADds s51.Pa3t] 49...2xd2? [49...
2ds s50.fxe6 £xd2 51.9f7 £xbg
52. 213 De7 53. Exa6+ (53. Eb6+ B8
54.Zb7+) ] 50.Eb6+ a7y 51.Eb7+
Pa8 52. £ f3!+- Nd453. 2h11-0

(40)

> M. Oratovsky (2521)
» L. Bruzon (2691)
Catalanian league
10.03.2012

21... 2 xhq!! 22.2xb7 [22.911 los-
es in similar fashion 22..2xf2+!
23.8xf2 Why+ 24.2g1 f4!-+] 22...
£xf2+! 23.5xf2 Why+ 24.Dg1
We3 25.8eq [25.2)e4 fxeq 26. L. xf8
e3—+] 25...fxe4 26. We1 Wgy! 27.dxes
[27. 2 xf8 e3!-+] 27...2e2+ 28. Wxe2
Wxe2 29. £ xf8 Wxd2 30.exds Wd4+!
31.h2 Wxa1-+

()
> F. Berkes (2706)
» S. Bogner (2534)
German league
17.03.2012

34.2gs"! hxgs [34.. L6 35.f5! Lf6
(35...hxgs 36.fxe6 Dxe6 37.h6+)
36.2)xe6! fxe6 37. Eg6+ Lxfs 38.e4++-
135.h6 &5 [35..2)f6 36.fxg5+-] 36.4!
This was the point! 36...20xf4? [36...
gxfs 37.exfs 26 38.hy Dxhy39.Exhy

Exa3 (39...Bxfs 40. &hs+) 40. & hs+]
37.exfs 2f8? [37..Lf6 38.Eg8+-]
38.f6 1-0

(42)
> B. Socko (2628)
» C. Sandipan (2640)
German league
17.03.2012

30...Ed1? [30.. £xas? 31. 2xds cxds
32.2a3+-; 30..2hs!! would have
saved the game 31.2xc6 (31.&a3
¢s5) 31...Exha+ 32.%f1 Ehi+ 33.2g2
Eha+=] 31.9xc6!+- Ee2 [31..Exc1
32.2xe7+-] 32. La3+ £d6 33.£b3!
Edd2 34.2c1! Ec2 35.2xc2 Exc2
36.2)d4 1-0

43)
> L. Gonda (2520)
» Z. Efimenko (2703)
German league
18.03.2012

Only the silent solution wins the
game. 25.2)g4+! Lg8 26.h3!! White
controls the e5 square and E f1 decides
the game. 26...Wgs 27.2)f4 [27. K f1+-]
27... 2.¢8 28.2e6 £ xe6 29.dxe6+-

(44)
> A. Naiditsch (2707)
» D. Brandenburg (2522)
German league
18.03.2012

20.2)e3 led to unclear position.[20.
fe6!l gxfe 21.exf6 Lxf6 22.Whs!
£ xgs5 and here comes the subtle point
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23. 15! exfs 24. £ xg5 We6! the best
practical chance. 25.E xe6 fxe6 26.b3!
&3 27bxc4 Dxb1 28. Whe+- Black
can not solve all the problems he is
facing with,; 20.)xhy &xhy 21.9f6+
gxf6 22. Whs+ gs=|

(43)
> Analysis of Cs. Balogh (2664)
» A. Sharafiev (2433)
European Championship
20.03.2012

Seems like White cannot avoid
Zc8 mate, but.. 37.Zxhs+!! gxhs
(37...2g8 38.Wxfs! &xfs 39.Eh8+
&f7 40.Exd8 £xe3 41.ds=; 37...
Lg7? 38.Exes!! Ec8+ 39.2d4 dxes+
40.Wxes+ f7 41. Exh2+-] 38. Wfs!
Eb239.%f6+! Hhy 40.Wf7+=

(46)
> A. Volokitin (2695)
» E. Schiendorfer (2349)
European Championship
21.03.2012

30.Wga!! f7 [30.. Wxgg 31.2)xd6#;
30...Bfs 31.9)de3+-] 31.2)xd6+!
Wxd6 32.2e3! Df6 33.Exd6 2xgq
34.2xg4+

an

> I. Ivanisevic (2645)

» D. Baratosi (2407)
European Championship
22.03.2012

35.Zxd8! Dgs+36.2g3 Exd8 37.h4!
The keymove! 37..20gf7 38.2)e6+
g8 39.2)xd8 £1xd8 40. £f41-0

(48)
> V. Fedoseev (2548)
» D. Khismatullin (2656)
European Championship
23.03.2012

54...Wg1+! 55.2a8 Wgr! 56.Hay
Wer+! 57.2a8 We3! 58.a7 Wes+!
59.2a8 Wey4! 60.Fay Wdg+! 61.5a8
Wds! [61.. Wxaq 62.b8Q=] 62.Fay
Wes+ 63.9a8 Wee 64.ay Wey
65.2a8 Pes! Transposing to win-
ning pawnendgame! 66.b8Q Wxb8+
67.22xb8 Lds 68. ¢y Lcs! 0-1

(49)

> V. Papin (2575)

» B. Jobava (2706)
European Championship
23.03.2012

38...20b3+!! [38...Ee8F] 39.FLc2
Zd2+! 40.2xb3 £e6+ 41.Ecq [41.
Pa3 Eaz#] 41...BEd3+ 42.Lc2 £xcq
43. 2.xa5 Ef3 44. 2e1 hs—+
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(50
> A. Dreev (2698)
» A. Brkic (2587)
European Championship
27.03.2012

30.Zxb7!! &xb7 31.Eb1+ a8 [31...
P8 32.c6!! Qs 33. 2bg+-] 32.d6N
(32. £bs? &b7!] 32...c6 [32..cxd6
33. £ds++-] 33.dxe7 Ee8 34. 2xe6
fxe6 35.Ebg! Exe; 36.Eg4 &by
37.Exg61-0

(51)
> E. Najer (2640)
» V. Durarbayli (2543)
European Championship
27.03.2012

19.2Dxf7!! Sxf7 20.g5! ZDxeq [The
nicest part of the combiantion is
comingafter 20.. £g3 21.gxf6! & xf2+
22. & xf2 gxf6 (22..Wxf6 23.Exas+-)
23.Whs+ gy

24.e5! fxes 25.Exas!! Wxas 26.f6+!
Lxf6 (26..2f8 27.Whe+ Des
28.Wg7+-) 27. R hg+ De6 28.Whe+
Ddy 29.Wg7+ Dc6 30.Wf6+ Sdy
(30...8cs5 31. &2+ dg 32.Wxes++-)
31. Wey+ Dc6 32.We6+ ey 33. Wxes+
b6 34. 8212+ a6 35. 201+ Ecyg

36.Wxh8+-; 20..20d7 21. Whs+ g8
22.f6+-] 21.2xeq4 [21. R xeq! was
probably stronger 21..dxe4 22.Whs+
g8 23.f6 with winning attack 23...
Ec7 24.9bs!+-] 21...dxeq 22.Ed2
would lead to unclear position af-
ter 22... 2ds![22. Whs+! should have
been played again 22..2g8 23.f6 Ecy
24.fxg7 Exgy 25.Ed1+-]

(52)
> T. Banusz (2583)
» Cs. Balogh (2664)
European Championship
28.03.2012

31.Eh3? [31.Eh6! &dy 32.e5!! (But
not 32.9)/4? D xf6 33.9)xg6 Bg7!l-+)
32...Bxes 33.Bgh1 &xf6 (33...Ehs
34.Rixhs gxhs and the £6 pawn is pro-
tected was the point behind 31. Ehé!
35.20g3!=) 34.Eh8+ Dgy 35.Exd8
Exe2 36.Ec1=] 31..2d7 32.f4 [32.€5
Exes 33.Egh1 Ehs 34.Exhs gxhsT;
32.Bgh1 D xf67] 32...Dxf6+

(53)
> I Smirin (2657)
» K. Kulaots (2585)
European Championship
28.03.2012

36.Edb1!! 1-0[36.Edb1 £f5 (36...
&xf3 37.Bby+! £xby 38.BExby++-;
36... 2.xb1 37.Bb7++-) 37.Bb7+ Edy
38.Eb8!+-]

(54)
> V. Erdos (2636)
» Mio. Perunovic (2481)
European Championship
29.03.2012
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22.8xg7! &xg7 23.2d6! Wbs
[23..We6 24.Exf7!+- (24.Dxb7+) |
24.Bxf7! g5 [24...Be6 25.Bxgr+
dxgy 26.2)xb; Wxby (26..%9f6
27.9)d6+-) 27.Bd7+ ®h8 28.e5+-]
25.BXxg7+! &xg7 26.2Dxby Dfy
[26...Wxb7 27.Bd7+ D f7 28. W2 Ef8
29.e5+-] 27.Bd7 De6 28.20d6 Wxd6
29.Exd6 D xd6 30.e5+-

(9%9)
> Arty Timofeev (2650)

» D. Jakovenko (2729)
European Championship
29.03.2012

18... 2xc3! 19.bxc3 £xds5 20.Exds
Ad4" 21.Rsxdg [21.Weq fs5!-+;
21.Wcqy We6-+] 21...cxd4 22.cxdg
Eds+

(56)
> M. Godena (2508)
» S. Ter Sahakyan (2578)
European Championship
30.03.2012

31.%)cxes! fxes 32. 2cq+ [32.Dxes
is winning as well 32..We6 (32...
Wes 33.20xg6 hxg6 34.Wxe; Wxe;
35.Bxey Dds 36. &.cq4 Bf8 37.Bxaz+-
) 33.2)xg6 hxg6 (33... Wxe2 34.D xe7+
Wyes 35.Exer+-) 34.2c4 £ds
35.2xds Exds 36.Wxe6+ Hxe6
37.Bxd5+-] 32...20ds 33.2xe5 We6
34.2xg6! Wxez2 35.20xe7+ Wxey
[35.. 218 36. Exe2 D xe7 37. 2d6! Edy
38. 2e6+-] 36.Exe7 Dhf6 37. Exa7+-

(57
> Ding Liren (2660)
» Lu Shanglei (2514)
Xinghua
31.03.2012

14. £ xg6! fxg6 15.2)xg6! hxgé [1s...
Wey 16.9es5+ g7 17.Bf3+-; 15...5
16.Wg3+-] 16.Wxg6+ h8 17. 2.g5!
[17.Ef3! was an alternative solu-
tion 17.. Bg8 (17.. xd4+ 18.Bh1+-)
18.Whs £ xdg+ (18..We8 19. 2g7+!
Dxg7 20.Bg3+ Lgs! 21.Bxgs+ Bf6
22.Wh7+-) 19.29h1 We8 20.Why!
g6 21.cxd4+-] 17... £ xg5 18.fxg5 He7
19.Wh6+ g8 [19..Ehy 20.Ef8+]
20.g6! Ddy 21.Ef3! L8 22.Kaf1
&xg6 23.2g3 Eg7 24. Exg6 1-0

(58)
> B. Grachev (2705)
» K. Alekseenko (2367)
European Championship
31.03.2012

45...Exd4"! 46.BExfs [46.2xd4??
Wer+ 47.5g1 Wes+—+] 46...Ed2+!
47.5g1 [47.Wxd2 Wxfs=] 47... Exc2
48.Exf7+ g6 49.Ef6+ hs 50.a3
Ze2 51. 2d6 Eez=

> Yu Yangyi (2615)
» Ding Liren (2660)
Xinghua

05.04.2012

17... & xc5!! Really nice escaping idea.
[17... 2xa6? 18.Exa6+-] 18.2xcs
Zxcs! 19.8xc5 Dxcs 20.L2xc8
0-0! [20..%e7 21. £xe6 fxe6 22.Ec1
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Ec8 23.2d4 very close to draw, but
White can still press a bit.] 21.Bc1
[21. £ xe6 fxe6=] 21.. Exc8 22.2d4
b3 threats. 22...Ec7! 23.2bs5 Ec8
24.2a7 [24.22d6 Ecy=] 24...Ec7
25.20b5 Ec8 26.2Da7 Ecy 27.2bs
1/2-1/2

(60)
> E. Bacrot (2706)
» M. Burschowsky (2229)
Deizisau
06.04.2012

26... £ h3?! [26..2 h3+!! was the right
move 27.gxh3 (27.5h1? £g4!! 28. Exf7
£ xe2 29.20b4 (29.Bf6 £ xd3-+) 29...
Dxf7! 30.Wxeq D2+ 31. g1 Dxeq-
+) 27...2xh3 28.Ef2! Only move!
(28.20e1 Wes+ 29.2h1 L xf1-+) 28...
Exf2 29.Lxf2 What! (29..Wg2+?
30.Be1+-) 30.Le3 (30.2g1 Wes+) 30...
Weos+ 31.0f2 Whyt=] 27. £d1! Exfi+
28.Lxf1 £f5 29. 2e2 £h3! 30. 2d1
2fs 31.2e1! Wig+ 32. W2 Wyxcq+
33. 2e2 Wxds 34. Whgxt White was
slightly better.

61
> C. Hauser (2209)
» M. Perunovic (2582)
Deizisau
06.04.2012

22...g5!! To prevent the h4 defense
on Eh6. [22..Eh6 23.h4!] 23.h3 [23.
213 Bh6 24.hg4 £xf3 25.exf3 gxhg
26.g4 Eg6 27.9f4 &xfs 28.Wxfy
WosT] 23...2xh3 24.&xh3 Wxh3
25.Wxgs+ Hg6 26.2f4 £xfy
27.%xf4 Eh6 28.Wf3 Wha+ o-1[28...

Wha+ 29.2f1 Whi+ 30.Wxh1 Exhi+
31.82g2 Exe1-+]

(62)
> S. Shankland (2580)
» R. Prasca Sosa (2420)
Philadelphia
06.04.2012

53.Exb7 Exb7 54.Wxc6! £xb3 [54...
e6

55. Wxb7!! £xb7 56.&xe6+ Lh8
57.ds++-] 55.2xb3! 1-0[55.&xb3!
Wdy (55...2b8 56. We6+ h8 57.d5++-
) 56. Wxdy Exdy 57.c6+-]

(63)
> A. Naiditsch (2702)
» O. Kurmann (2458)
Deizisau
09.04.2012

22.2d3! Zag 23.Wxaq! 2xag
24.Exb8+ &8 25.2)g5 [25.Bxf8+
Dg7 26.0g5+-] 25...Bg7 26. L xf8+
&f6 27.20xh7# 1-0
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(64)
> Ki. Georgiev (2671)
» V. Bogdanovski (2435)
Skopje
09.04.2012

1.Exf7+! &xf7 2. Wby+ Le8?! [2...
9d7 would have been the criti-
cal of the combination. 3. Wxdy+
2f6 4. Wxdo+ gy . Wdy+ 2f6
6.h4!! (6.We6+! g7 7. Wxes+ Lhy
8.%g1 is the human win.) 6...Wxf1+
7.&h2+- Despite being a rook up,
Black is completely lost. 7...Ef8 8.b7
Wb 9.d6!+-] 3.Wxc8+ Le7 [3..Bf7
4. Wxcq+-] 4. We6+ Bd8 5. Wxf6+
c8 6.We6+ by 7.Wd7+ 1-0[7.
Wd7+ La6 (7.Lxb6 8. Wc6+ Lay
9.Wxcq+-) 8. Waz+ &bs 9.b7 Wxfi+
10.Wg1+-]

(65)
> V. Gunina (2511)
» E. Kovalevskaya (2419)
Russian league (w), 11.04.2012
Many pieces are hanging. White has
only one way to keep the pawn up!
23.2b3!! Exc1 24.Dxc1! Dcs [24...
Wxds 25.Exds+] 25.2f1! The best
move! [25.2d4+] 25...%Wxas5 26.bg!
Wa3 [26..Wxbyg 27.Ed4+-] 27.Ed4
Wxc1 28.Exgq De6 29.8cqy War
30. Wxb7+-

(66)
> P. Nakhapetiane (2504)
» K. Landa (264s)
Russian league
11.04.2012

34...g5!! All the moves are coming
with tempo, thanks to the unfor-
tunate situation of the dé knight.
35.Wg3 [35.Wxgs Wxde 36.Exfs
Wxd47] 35...f4! 36.Wa3 Za8!37. Wby
Haa! 38.Bg1 f3!-+

(67)
> S. Movsesian (2702)
» A. Motylev (2683)
Russian league
12.04.2012

Black has some counterplay for the
piece down, but White destroys all the
hopes with a nice combo! 25.2)xe6!!
Exe6 26.e4! Wxdz 27.exfs+ Dey
[27..Bd; 28.Wxgg+- (28.fxg6+-)]
28.fxg6 Ze8 29.Wxg4 £d8 30.Ef7
He1+ 31. 2 f1+-

(68)
> V. Potkin (2669)
» D. Andreikin (2689)
Russian league
12.04.2012

27...exf4!! 28. 2 xe8 [28.Ef1 Wes+
29.Ef2 Wdy! is the most precise, but
there were other good moves as well.
(29...Ee6!? 30. & xaq Wxfa+! 31.Lxf2
Qeq+7) 30.Eaf1 fxg3 31.hxgs Dey!
32. 2 xeq4 BExeq-+; 28. £xaq Wes+
29.2h1 W3+ 30.2g1 Ee2-+] 28...
Wes+ 29.2h1 [29.2g2 f3+-+] 29...
We3+30.2g1 fxg3! and the rook joins
to the attack through g4. 31. &xf7+
[31.Wxg3 Egg4-+; 31.hxgs Egg-—+;
31.Ef1 gxha+ 32.&xh2 QDgg+-+;
31. £ xa4 Wi+ 32.22h1 Wxha#] 31...
g7! [but not 31..xf7? 32.Ef1
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gxh2+ 33.2xh2 when the pieces are
pinned on the f-file] 32.Ef1 gxh2+
33.&xh2 Dga+ 34.2g1 Wg3+ 01

> R. Kempinski (2604)
» E. Berg (2575)
German league
14.04.2012

41...Eg3+!! Leads to forced mate.
42.2xg3 Wxer+ [42..Wgg+!? was
faster with a few moves 43.&h2 2es+!
44.2h1 Wh3+ 45. g1 £d4+ 46.Ef2
Weos+ 47.802h1 & xf2-+) 43.5h3 Wi+
44.Eg2 [44.Dg3 Lest+—+] 44...Wf3+
45.Fh2 [45.Eg3 Whi#] 45...Les5+
46.5g1 Wdi+ 47.Bf2 £d4+ 0-1[47...
£d4+ 48.5g3 Wag+ 49.2h2 Wxhg#)

(70
> R. Ruck (2579)
» A. Naiditsch (2707)
German league
14.04.2012

43...2b2!! By pinning himself,
Black creates the Wa1 threat. [43...
Wa1 44.Wc1!) 44.8c3 [44.Dg2 Eer
45.2xd6 Wai! 46.Wfz &dg4-+;
44.29xd6 2d4+ 45.%11 Waz—+] 44...
Wxds!! Another great tactic! [44...
Way 45.2e3 Exe3 46.%xe3 Wer+
47.913 W1+ 48. W12 Whit+ 49.Wg»
Wdi+ 50.Wez Wxds+-+] 45.Ee3 [45.
Wxb2 Whi!-+ was the point!] 4s...
Exe3 46.xe3 £.g7-+

n
> P. Maletin (2586)
» D. Khismatullin (2656)
Russian league
15.04.2012

38...e5!! 39.20xe5 [39.Ehg Wa6—+]
39...2Exd4 40.Exd4 Eci+ 41.Edx
We4! The idea behind 38...es!! 42.%d2>
Exdi+ 43. Wxd1 WxesT

(712)

> S. Movsesian (2702)
» P. Leko (2720)
Russian league
15.04.2012

23.Bxd7!! [23.gxfs5? gives nothing
23.. 2xf5 24.90thg (24.9Dghs L.g4)
24.. 8c2 25. 214 2xd1 26.Exd1 fxes
27. & xes He8=] 23...2xd7 24.gxfs5
fxgs 25.6+ B8 [25..2d6 26.Edi+
L5 27.67+-; 25...Le8? 26.e7! Lxey
27.Ee1+-] 26.e7 &by White finds the
best way to increase the advantage

27.Ee1! Ee8 28.exd8N+!! [28.exd8Q
would be a mistake 28..Exe1+
29.2xe1 Exd8=] 28...Eexd8 [28...
Haxd8 29.Exe8 Exe8 30.2)xgs5+-]
29.Ee7+-
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(13)
> A. Volokitin (2695)
» R. Antoniewski (2559)
Austrian league
21.04.2012

After a forced , White gets a much
better endgame: 24. Exhy!! [24. £d3!?
leads to the game with transposition.
24... 2xf6 25.Zxh7!!] 24... 2 xf6 Only
move! [24..&xh7 25.Whg+ g8
26.Zh1+-] 25. &2d3!"! &xh7y 26.Eh1+
g8 [26..Lg7 27.&h6+ g8
28. & xg6+-] 27. 2 xg6 fxg6 28. Wxg6+
£g7 29.Why+ &f7 30.2h6! [30.
Ef1+ gives also a small edge, but the
position will rather be drawish 3o...
Les 31.Wge+ Hd8 32.2g5+ By
33.Wxg7+ Bc6 34. Exf8 Wgi+! 35.c2
Wxga+ 36.2d3 Wds+ 37.&e2 Exf8
38.Wxf8 Wxgs 39.Wc8+1] 30...Wd4!
(30..Eg8 31.Efi+ Ley 32. L xg7+-]
31. B fi+ De8 [31.. ey 32. g5+ &d6
33.2d1+-] 32.Wg6+! &dy 33.Edx
£ xh6+ 34.%Wxh6 Wxdi+ 35.Lxd1+
Witha healthy pawn up,but of course
the win still requires good technique.

(74)

> Xiu Deshun (2492)
» Wen Yang (2549)
Chinese league
29.04.2012

24...Eb8!! Only this way! [The tempt-
ing 24...Ed2? would spoil the win
25.%b1!! Exds 26.c6! Edi1+ 27.Lc2
&d2+ 28.&b3 and White survives.]
25.2d8+ Exd8 26.2b1 Ed2 27.g3
[27.c6 Eb2+ 28.2c1 £h6+ 29.22d1
c24+-+] 27...2d4 o-1[27.. £d4 28.c6
Eb2+ 29.2c1 Le3+ 30.2d1 ca+—+]
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There are five tests, each with ten examples. The level of exercises is increasing
from test to test...

Timing is also important factor in a chess game, so I suggest to give yourself:
» 1hour for the 1st Test,
» 1,5 hour for tests 2-4
» and 2 hours for the sth.

Don’tlook up the solutions until you have solved all 10 diagrams of the actual
test. In the end of each test, you can find your score and the evaluation of your

current tactical skill.

There are three different scoring systems: 1 and 5 tests have their own and
the middle ones from 2™ to 4™ are connected.

In order to make your job even harder, there are no “smiley” helpersanymore.



—TEST #1 —

1 (2
> D. Solak (2602) > A. Evdokimov (2555)
» V1. Georgiev (2531) » P.Vishnu (2406)
Skopje Dubai Open
14.04.2012 21.04.2012

1. +/- 1. -/+
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> R. Kashtanov (2361)
» T. Gelashvili (2619)
Philadelphia
07.04.2012

1.5 =+

> D. Marholev (2383)

» A. Delchev (2622)
Bulgarian Championship
25.04.2012

1. +-

)

> A. Jankovic (2553)

» V.Nedilko (2392)
European Championship
29.03.2012

1. +-

> R. Robson (2596)
» V.Belous (2522)
Moscow Open
30.01.2012

1. +-
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m

> M. Roiz (2651)

» G. Rechlis (2467)
Israelian league
03.02.2012

l...—+

> V. Laznicka (2704)
» K. Kulaots (2581)
Gibraltar

27.01.2012

by

> A. Aleksandrov (2612)
» B. Gundavaa (2493)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

1. +-

(10

> I. Hera (2558)

» M. Sebenik (2529)
Austrian League
20.01.2012



— SOLUTIONS —

)]
> D. Solak (2602)
» V1. Georgiev (2531)
Skopje
14.04.2012

19. £xc7! [19.2)ds £g4! 20.f3 Le6=]
19...&xc7 20.2d5+ Lc8 [20...&b7
21.20%xe7 Dxe7 22.Bxd7+ Lc8+]
21.20xb6+ Dc7 22.0d5+ Lc8
23.20b6+ ¢y 24.9)xd7+- You got 3
points for solving this.

2
> A. Evdokimov (2555)
» P. Vishnu (2406)
Dubai Open
21.04.2012

25...2)xe4! This was a warm-up puz-
zle for 2 points. 26.%d1 [26.2)xe4??
Dxe2+-+] 26...20xc3 27.Exc3
Wf6+ 28. £ xg4? This allows anoth-
er small combination, but the posi-
tion was quite hopeless anyway. 28...
Weo6! 29.h3 [29. £f3 Dh3+ 30.Fh1
£ xe3-+] 29... 2xg4 30.hxgg De2+!
31. Wxe2 £ xe3+ 32.2)xe3 Wxbi+-+

(3)
> R. Kashtanov (2361)
» T. Gelashvili (2619)
Philadelphia
07.04.2012

25... &e1!! 26.Eg2 [26.Exe1 & xfs+
is check! 27.9xfs Exei-+] 26...
£d1+!! Excellent “teamwork” by the
Black pieces! 27.Exd1 Ec3+ 28.&b2

Exd1-+ If you calculated until this
move, you deserve 6 points.

()
> A. Jankovic (2553)
» V.Nedilko (2392)
European Championship
29.03.2012

28.We7!! Brilliant idea! 28...Exey
[28.. Exds 29.Exa7+-] 29.dxe7 Wb8
1-0[29.. Wb8 30.Efe1 De6 (30.. Les
31.Exa7!+-) 31.£2c6+- You receive 8
points!]

(k)
> D. Marholev (2383)
» A. Delchev (2622)
Bulgarian Championship
25.04.2012

37. 2c8!! This great silent move cre-
ates insolvable problems on the back-
rank. 37...a1Q+ 38.2g2 You gained 4
points. 38...g6 [38...h6 39.Wes+ Hhy
40. & fs+ g6 41.Wxf7++-] 39.Wc7 [39.
& xf6+- was also winning of course.]
39...Wa8 40.Wxf7 Exc8 41.Wxf6+
g8 42.41-0

(6)
> R. Robson (2596)
» V. Belous (2522)
Moscow Open
30.01.2012

27.2xh6!! £xhé [27..&xhé6
28. Wh3+ 2 hs 29.Wxe6+-] 28.2)ds!
D xds 29. W7+ £ g7 30.Wxe6 Black
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cannot hold the threats on the h-file.
30...2e3 31.Ed3! This was the hard-
est puzzle of the 1st Test, you deserve
9 points for solving it. [31. Bf3+-] 31...
D fs [31..20xf132.Eh3+ £ h6 33.Wf7+
&h8 34.Exh6#] 32.Exfs51-0

m
> M. Roiz (2651)
» G. Rechlis (2467)
Israelian league
03.02.2012

19... £d8! 20.Wbs £xas! o-1[20...
£ xas 21.Exas Exas 22. Wxas Wc6+
23.82g1 Ha8-+ This was for 6 points.]

(8)
> A. Aleksandrov (2612)
» B. Gundavaa (2493)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

26.Wes! 1-0[26. Wes! Wd8 (26.. Wxes
27.8c8+) 27.Wxd4! Wxd4 28. Ec8++-
This gives you 4 extra points.]

9)
> V.Laznicka (2704)
» K. Kulaots (2581)
Gibraltar
27.01.2012

26. Wxc8+! £xc8 27.Exc8+ £f8
28.Exf8+! 1-0[28.Exf8+ Wxf8
(28...Bg7 29.Bc8+-) 29. & xe5+ g8
30.d6++- A nice puzzle for 4 points.]

(10
> I Hera (2558)
» M. Sebenik (2529)
Austrian League
20.01.2012

59...83! 60.Exg3 [60.fxg3 Ebs+!! This
great stalemate idea was the point of
the sacrifice! White cannot avoid per-
petual check. If you found this idea,
you receive 5 points. 61.&c6 Eb6+
62.2ds Ebs+ 63.2eq4 Ebg+ 64.213
Eb3+ 65.2g2 Eb2+ 66.2h3 Eh2+!
67.&xh2=; 60.f3 g2 61.82c6 Ec1+!
62.22d6 Eb1 63.Exg2 Exb; 64.f5
Zb6+! 65.Fe5 Ebs+=] 60...Exby
61.2ds Ebs+ 62.2e6 Eb6+=

RATINGS

50-41
Congratulations, excellent solving!

40-32
Well done! You are ready for the next
level!

31-24
Not bad, but try to calculate more ac-
curately.

23-10
Before going to the next level, do
some additional warm-up.

9-0
More from the easy section is needed!






—TEST #2 —

1) (2)

> A. Schenk (2499) > S. Cao (2526)

» G. Schroll (2388) » Pham Duc Thong (2232)
Austrian league Vietnamien Championship
20.04.2012 19.03.2012

1. +/- 1. +-
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TesTs

> E. Rozentalis (2586)
» B. Kanstler (2422)
Israelian league
03.02.2012

1. +-

> P.Negi (2641)

» Le Quang Liem (2714)
Aeroflot Open
10.02.2012

)

> T. Radjabov (2773)
» D. Navara (2712)
Wijk aan Zee
16.01.2012

1. +-

> Hou Yifan (2639)

» H. Stefansson (2531)
Reykjvaik Open
11.03.2012

1. +-
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M

> G. Kaspret (2292)
» A. Diermair (2429)
Austrian league
04.03.2012

1. +-

> P.Jaracz (2542)

» K. Kuzmicz (2451)
Polisch Championship
26.02.2012

1=t

> D. Swiercz (2565)

» D. Lomsadze (2338)
European Championship
29.03.2012

1. +-

(10)

> S. Mamedyarov (2747)
» N. Huschenbeth (2518)
Gibraltar
28.01.2012

1. +-



— SOLUTIONS —

m
> A. Schenk (2499)
» G. Schroll (2388)
Austrian league
20.04.2012

13. £ xh7+! Only this way! [13.%)xds?!
2 xds 14. & xh7+ Lh8 15.Exds £xf3
16.gxf3 g6!] 13...2h82! [13..Hxhy
14.29xds Wes 15.Dxe7+ Wxey
16. £d6 W6 17.Wxcs £ xf3 18.gxf3+
with a healthy pawn up. Here you re-
ceive 4 points.] 14. & f5+-

(2
> S. Cao (2526)
» Pham Duc Thong (2232)
Vietnamien Championship
19.03.2012

25.2)bs!! 3 points for solving this.
25...22ds [25.. Exd4 26.Dxc7+ &by
27.0xa6 Edy 28. 2c4+-] 26. Exe6+-
bxcs 27.Wxds! [27. Wxc5+-] 27... Exds
28.2¢c7+ 1-0

(3)
> E. Rozentalis (2586)
» B. Kanstler (2422)
Israelian league
03.02.2012

29.2f6+!! h8 [29...2f8 30.Whs+-
5 29...gxf6 30.Whs+-] 30.%f4!! There
is nothing against Wxhé! [30.Whs?
Wes!] 30...2xc3 31.Wxh6+ 1-0 If
you have seen all these moves, you
gain 6 points.

4)
> T. Radjabov (2773)
» D.Navara (2712)
Wijk aan Zee
16.01.2012

31.2d1!Ee832. 2bs! 1-owastheonly
way to keep the piece up. 2 points!

(%)
> P. Negi (2641)
» Le Quang Liem (2714)
Aeroflot Open
10.02.2012

20.20fgs! [20.cxd3? D3+ 21.9xc3
dxc3-+] 20...h6 [20..2c3+ leads to
less spectacular perpetual check.
21. a1 Dxeq 22. Wxhy+ Bf8 23.)xe4
Bxc2 24.Whs+ Ley 25.Whyg+=]
21.2)f6+!! gxf6 [21... 21822 22.gh7+!
Pey 23.20d5+ Be8 24. Wey#] 22. Wxh6
fxgs 23. Wxgs+ L8 24.Whée+ Hes
25.Wh8+ ey 26.Wf6+ Le8 If you
found this draw, you deserve 6 points!
27.%h8+ 1/2-1/2

(6)
> Hou Yifan (2639)
» H. Stefansson (2531)
Reykjvaik Open
11.03.2012

40.EXxe6! 1-0[40.Exe6 fxe6 (40...
Whi+ 41.8Be1+-) 41.9Dd7+! Exdy
42.Whe+ f7 43.Wxb8+- for 5
points!]
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m
> G. Kaspret (2292)
» A. Diermair (2429)
Austrian league
04.03.2012

39.d6!! Opening the a2-g8 diagonal
for the bishop. 39...Exd6 40.£c3!
The keymove! Black either loses
material ot gets mated. 40...Exc3
[40..Exd2 41. £xd2 &£xd2 42. &d5+
2e6 43.Wes+ WIS 44. £ xe6+ gy
45. Wg6#) 241.Exd6 £xd6 [41...
Eci+ 42.2g2 Bxh1 43. £d5+ Qe6
44.2xe6+ Df8 45.Ed8+ Hey
46.Wes#] 42.2ds+ De6 43.Wes+
1-o This was the hardest one from
the 2nd Test. Only if you calculated
the whole line, you receive 9 points.

8
> D. Swiercz (2565)
» D. Lomsadze (2338)
European Championship
29.03.2012

35.Exh7"! [35.Bc7? Esa7!] 35... Exaz2
(35..&xh7 36. Ed;+ &g8 37.h7+ Lhs
38. 2 f6+ £g7 39.Exg7!+- 4 points!]
36.2dd7 1-0

> P. Jaracz (2542)
» K. Kuzmicz (2451)

Polish Championship
26.02.2012
35...20bg+! 36.cxbg [36.2xbsg

Wxb2#] 36...Wcqg+ 0-1[36...Wcq+
37. b1 Wxd3+ 38.2az2 cxbg!-+ An-
other 4 points here.]

(10)
> S. Mamedyarov (2747)
» N. Huschenbeth (2518)
Gibraltar
28.01.2012

28. 2 xg6! fxg6 29. 2as!! Necessary
»zwischenzug”! [29.Wxg6+? Wg77]
29...Wxas 30.Wxg6+ f8 31.Eg3!
1-o If you calculated all this, 7 points
are your reward!

RATINGS

50-40
Wow! You are ready for the hardest
Test!

39-32
Great result, worth a try on the next
level.

31-21
Very good, but not enough for the 5t
Test. Practice from the “Hard” sec-
tion!

20-10
Solve more examples from the “Me-
dium” section.

9-0
Don't give up, you belong to the “Me-
dium” level. Try to concentrate and
practice more!






—TEST #3 —

1 2]
> E.Janev (2484) > Mat. Bartel (2658)
» D. Solak (2602) » F. Caruana (2736)
Cappelle la Grande Aeroflot Open
04.03.2012 13.02.2012

1. +/- 1. +/-
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TesTS

> P. Prohaszka (2553)
» Cs. Balogh (2664)

European Championship

23.03.2012

1. +/-

> Cs. Balogh (2665)
» P. Ponkratov (2611)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012

1. +/-

4

> V. Papin (2575)

» T. Coleman (2356)
Reykjvaik Open
08.03.2012

l... —+

> Li Shilong (2549)
» Lu Shanglei (2514)
Xinghua

27.03.2012

1.+-
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m

> G. Kacheishvili (2612)
» M. M. Pavlovic (2478)
Reykjavik Open
11.03.2012

1. +/-

> A. Moskalenko (2451)
» D. Andreikin (2689)
Russian league
11.04.2012

1... —+

> E.Inarkiev (2689)
» A. Kovchan (2565)
Moscow Open
03.02.2012

1. +-

(10

> V. Hamitevici (2436)
» 1. Nyzhnyk (2585)
Nabokov memorial
22.04.2012

1. +/-



— SOLUTIONS —

)]
> E. Janev (2484)
» D. Solak (2602)
Cappelle la Grande
04.03.2012

22.%7)xes!! Seems like blundering a
piece, but... 22...E xes 23. Zxes5 f6

24.Wxg6!! fxes [24..hxg6 25.E1e4!!
Black gets mated soon. 25...g5 (25...
Bf7 26.Be8+ 2f8 27.Bxf8+! Exf8
28.Bh4#) 26.Ehg+! gxhg 27.Bhs#
We started immediately with the
most difficult one of the 3rd Test. If
you found all the mates in this line,
you deserve 8 points!] 25.Whs+
White ended up with an exta pawn.
[25.Weq!+]

(2)
> Mat. Bartel (2658)
» F. Caruana (2736)
Aeroflot Open
13.02.2012

20.%f3! Doublethreat with £ xg6 and
2xc6! If you realized both, 4 points!
20...2)xa4 [20..2g8 21. & xc6! bxc6
22.Bxc6 Efs 23.Wey! Wbs 24.Exb6

Wxb6 25. Wxa8++-] 21. £ xg6+- Zh8
22. 2.g5! 1-0[22. £ g5 g8 23.Zeyl+-]

(3)
> P. Prohaszka (2553)
» Cs. Balogh (2664)
European Championship
23.03.2012

14.2xds! cxds [14... 8¢5 15.9c7!
L xe2 (15... 2xdg+ 16.e3%) 16.Le3!
2xf1 17.8xf1 Da6 18.9xa8 Exa8
19. 2 xc6! bxc6 20.Exa6+] 15. 2 xds+
21716. 2xb7 b6 17. £xa8 Dxa8 It
was enough to calculate until here for
3 points. 18.Exay [18. £e3+ was the
easiest with close to decisive advan-
tage.] 18... £¢519. Exa8 & xd4+20.e3
£b6 21. £d2+

()
> V. Papin (2575)
» T. Coleman (2356)
Reykjvaik Open
08.03.2012

61..22d3+! 62.2xd3 cs5+! 0-1[62...
cs+ 63.9xc5 g1Q-+ I can only
give 2 points for solving this.; 62...
g1Q?? 63.a5+ a6 64.9cs+ Wxcs+
65.2xc5+-]

9
> Cs. Balogh (2665)
» P. Ponkratov (2611)
Aeroflot Open
15.02.2012
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15. 2 f4!! The powerful bishop on es
had to be eliminated. 1s... 2 xf4 [15...
D xds 16. £ xes Wxes 17.Wxds+ Wxds
18.exds+] 16. 0 xf 4 Wxf 4 17. W d8+ W8
18. &4+ g7 19.Wxcy1+ Efi is com-
ing. It was time to stop here. Our in-
tuition should tell us, White must be
winning. This was for 7 points. 19...
£h6?! [19..Wf6! 20.Ef1 &f5 21.exfs
Ec8 22.Wf4 Dxfs 23.b3+] 20.Ef1
Weo> 21.c3! Dfs5 22.Wcs! b6 [22.. Wey
23.Bxf5!+-] 23.Wds Dey [23..2e3
24.Wd21+-] 24.%'xa8+-

(6)
> Li Shilong (2549)
» Lu Shanglei (2514)
Xinghua
27.03.2012

30.Hxg7! d2 [30..&xg7 31.Les
d2 32. 2 xf6+ Dxf6 33.We6+ Lg7
34.We7++-] 31.Bhy+! Sg8 32. Le6+!
2f8 [32..Wxe6 33.Wxe6+ Lxhy
34.Wf7+ Hh8 35. Les#] 33.Eh8+!
1-0(33.Eh8+ Wxh8 34.Wfs+ Fey
35. Wf7# 6 points!]

m
> G. Kacheishvili (2612)
» M. M. Pavlovic (2478)
Reykjavik Open
11.03.2012

23. 2xf7+!! [23.Eab1 seems like it
traps the queen, butafter 23... 2 xd6!!
Black survives.] 23...2g7 [23...&xf7
24.Eab1! + thanks to the Wf3+, Black's
trick to take on dé is not working
anymore. 6 points are your reward!]

24.2e6 1-o White is winning, but
resignation was a bit premature.

(8)
> E. Inarkiev (2689)
» A. Kovchan (2565)
Moscow Open
03.02.2012

20.exd6+!! Temporarily sacrificing
the queen. you gained 3 points. [20.
Wxdi+ also gave an advantage, but
the fight would have continued.] 20...
Wxe2 [20..2d8 21.d7+- (21.We8+/?
Exe8 22.d7+ ey 23.dxc8Q+-) ]
21.d7+ Le7 22.dxc8Q+-

9)
> A. Moskalenko (2451)
» D. Andreikin (2689)
Russian league
11.04.2012

32...2g6!! Black either traps the
queen or gives mate after this si-
lent move. 33.Whs [33.Wf4 Wxh3+!!
34.Bxh3 Bgi1+ 35.De2 Eei#] 33...
Ees o-1 If you have seen both lines,
6 points!

(10)
> V. Hamitevici (2436)
» L. Nyzhnyk (2585)
Nabokov memorial
22.04.2012

36.20xe7!! xe7 [36.. W d8 was more
resistant 37.2c6 Dxds! 38.2xds
2xc6 39.Wby+ But the perfect po-
sition of the pieces guarantees a big
advantage] 37.2e4! Wxds 38.2xd6!
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Wdi+ [38...Wxd6 39. £c5+-] 39.h2
If you have seen this and had the
feeling, that White must be winning,
spoints. 39... £ f8 [39..82d7 40.2e4+-
] 40.2e4++- and the 8 bishop falls.

RATINGS

50-40
Wow! You are ready for the hardest
Test!

39-32
Great result, worth a try on the next
level.

31-21
Very good, but not enough for the 5*
Test. Practice from the “Hard” sec-
tion!

20-10

ve more exam rom “Me-
Solve more examples from the
dium” section.

9-0
Don’t give up, you belong to the “Me-
dium” level. Try to concentrate and
practice more!

TesTs



—TEST #4—

4] (2)

> Cs. Balogh (2662) > B. Socko (2636)

» A. Bokros (2452) » M. Bartel (2658)
Hungarian league Polish Championship
19.02.2012 23.02.2012

1. +/- ... —+
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TesTs

> D. Baramidze (2607)
» A. Volokitin (2695)
Austrian league
20.04.2012

1. +/-

> K. Kulaots (2585)

» M. Roiz (2652)
European Championship
22.03.2012

1. +/-

4

> V. Erdos (2634)

» S. Mamedyarov (2747)
Gibraltar

29.01.2012

l... —+

> A. Naiditsch (2702)
» S. Mladenov (2419)
Deizisau

07.04.2012

1. +-
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m (8)

> R.Robson (2596) > V. Bologan (2687)

» Al Reshetnikov (2514) » M. Mchedlishvili (2626)
Moscow Open European Championship
01.02.2012 29.03.2012

1. +- 1. +-

9) (10)

> B. Lalic (2468) > A. Dgebuadze (2548)
» E. Vorobiov (2580) » K. Solomon (2449)
Cappelle la Grande Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012 05.03.2012

L +- 1. +/-



— SOLUTIONS —

1
> Cs. Balogh (2662)
» A. Bokros (2452)
Hungarian league
19.02.2012

22.20xe7+! Exe7 23.Wxd6 Wxdé
24.Exd6 Dxeq [24.. £ xe4? 25.Ed8+
£ 8 26. 2 xc5+-] 25. Exc6+ White re-
mains a pawn up because of the threat
on the backrank. Only 2 points.

(2
> B. Socko (2636)
» M. Bartel (2658)
Polish Championship
23.02.2012

30...hs!! with the crucial threat of h4
[30..Wxds? 31.Wxc4!] 31.Ea8 [On
31.Zxc4 Black can already take on
ds 31..Wxds! 32.Ze4 the only way to
prevent Wg2> mate,butnow 32..h4!-+
If you have seen this line, 5 points.
Other variations were not relevant.;
31.Wxhs? Wxfo+-+] 31...h432. Exf8+
Wxf8 33.Wf3 [33.Whs hxgs! 34.Wxg6
Wxfo+ 35.2h1 Wxha#] 33...hxg3
34.fxg3 Wxf3 35.2)xf3 Exg3+-+

(3)
> D. Baramidze (2607)
» A. Volokitin (2695)
Austrian league
20.04.2012

If Black had a pawn on hy, the best
move would be obvious. Now it is
much harder to find... 19. 2 h7+!!

&xhy 20.Whs+ &g8 21.2)g5 Wxgs
22.Wxgs It was enough to stop here,
with the intuition, White must be bet-
ter. 4 points! 22...20bdy 23.Wey [23.
h4!+- was probably the most precise
way to win. I show one line to dem-
onstrate the idea. 23..b6 24.hs £b7?
25.h6 g6 26.Bxdy! Dxdy 27.Bd1!
Efd8 28.Exdy Exdy 29.Wf6+-] 23...
as524.Zfe1 [24.2d6+] 24...Ea6 25.f4
e526.f5 e4 27. Eds Ec6 28. Ee3z+ with
a winning advantage.

4)
> V. Erdos (2634)
» S. Mamedyarov (2747)
Gibraltar
29.01.2012

38...c4! Important to close the 4th
rank. [38..2xf8 39.Wxaq Wgs+
40.%h2=] 39.Wxagq Wgs+ g40.2h1
Wha+ 41.2g1 Wga+ 42.2h2 [42.
Lhi1 Les!! wasthe point! 43.f4 Wh3+
44.Bg1 &d4+ 45.Ef2 W3+ 46.5h
Why+t 47. g2 Wxfa+-+ 5 points if
you calculated this.] 42... 2 es5+ 43.f4
L xf4+ 44.Bxfa+ Wxfa+t 45.Dg2
Wda+ 46.2h3 Wes+ 47. g2 Sxf8—+

(9)
> K. Kulaots (2585)
» M. Roiz (2652)
European Championship
22.03.2012

18.De7+! £xe7 [18..%h8 19.Exd6
cxbs 20.fxg7+ Dxg7 21.Dfs5++]
19.fxe7 Ee820.£.c4+ ds
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21.Exds!! This is the whole idea,
which had to be foreseen. 21...cxds
22. 2 xds+ £e6 [22...2h8 23. E{8++-]
23. 2 xe6+ h8 24.Zf7+ Black is to-
tally paralysed. This was one of the
hardest puzzle of the 4th Test. If you
stopped here, you deserve 7 points!
24...h5 25.2f2! Lhy 26.Le3 g6
27.Deq+ Eac8? 28.Efs! 1-0

(6)
> A. Naiditsch (2702)
» S. Mladenov (2419)
Deizisau
07.04.2012

24.2e6! Lh8 [24..fxe6 25.2f6+!
Wxf6 26.Exf6 gxf6 27.Wg6+ Lg7
28.hs! Exds 29. Eg1Ed7 30.h6+- This
line was for 5 points. The continuation
of the game was obviously not criti-
cal] 25.2gs [25.Exf7!+- would have
won on the spot.] 25...e4 26.2)xf7+
Wxfy 27.Exf7 £d6+ 28.22g2 exds3
29.Exb7 dxc2 30.Ec1+

m
> R. Robson (2596)
» Al Reshetnikov (2514)
Moscow Open
01.02.2012

16. £ xe5! Wb6 [16...dxes 17. We2! Wbe
18.Wxhs+ 8 19.b3+-] 17.Da4! Wa6
18. £xd6! From now on White has
different wins as well. Unfortunate-
ly, only 4 points. 18... 2d8 [18.. Wxa4
19. 2 xb8+-] 19.9cs5! [19.Wbg+-]
19...%bs 20.2Dxe6! Exd6é 21.Dc7+
Df7 22.Wxd6 1-0[22.Wxd6 £xd6
23.2xbs cxbs 24. Exd6+-]

(8)
> V. Bologan (2687)
» M. Mchedlishvili (2626)
European Championship
29.03.2012

28.2xds! exds 29.22b6+!! axbé
30.axb6 £d8 [30... b8 31.e6+-; 30...
£d631.Za8+ 2b8 32.f5! e6 and 214
are coming,] 31. a8+ £.c8 32. Wbs!+-
It was possible to stop here, since our
intuitionsshould work. Despite being
two piece down, White is completely
winning. 6 points. 32...2)d6 33.Wxds

Wf 34.Wes! &8

35.fs! Really spectacular position with
the pawnstorm in the center. 3s...
Wdy 36.e6 [36.exd6!? £xd6 37. Exc8+
Wxc8 38. Wxde+ Wdy 39. g5+ Exgs
40.Wf6++-] 36..Wc6+ 37.Wxc6
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TesTs

bxc6 diagram 38.f6! Ehy 39.f7 Eg6
40. £.a3 Exe6 41. £xd6 1-0

9)
> B. Lalic (2468)
» E. Vorobiov (2580)
Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

24.%f7!! Excellent idea, for 5 points.
[24.2f7+ leads to unclear position
24..Bxf7 25.Wxf; £c6! 26.0e6
Wog 27 Wxgs+ Bxg8 28.Kab1 Leseo)
24..Bxf7 [24..8g7 25.%ce6!+-]
25.0xf7+ g8 26.2)xd8 &f3 [26...
£xa1 27.Bxai+-] 27.90de6 £xd1
28.Exd1 Exa2 29.Ed3 1-0

(10)
> A. Dgebuadze (2548)
» K. Solomon (2449)
Cappelle la Grande
05.03.2012

26. £ xh6! Wxc2 [26...gxh6 27.Wxh6+
g8 28.Ze3!+-] 27.Ec1!! Only this
great in-between move gives an ad-
vantage! If you managed to find it,
you gain 7 points. I considered this
to be the most difficult puzzle from
the 4th Test, just as the sth diagram.
[27. £g5+? g8 28. & xe7 e3!! 29. 2 hg
(29. Bxe3 Bdi+ 30.2h2 Wxfa—+) 29..
exf2+ 30. &xf2 BEd2=] 27..Way [27..
Wxb2 28. £ 4+ (28.Exc6+) 28..8g8
29.Exc6+] 28. L gs+ g8 29. £ xey
Eds 30.Wgs5+-

RATINGS

50-40
Wow! You are ready for the hardest
Test!

39-32
Great result, worth a try on the next
level.

31-21
Very good, but not enough for the 5"
Test. Practice from the “Hard” sec-
tion!

20-10
Solve more examples from the “Me-
dium” section.

9-0
Don’t give up, you belong to the “Me-
dium” level. Try to concentrate and
practice more!



—TEST #5 —

1)) (2)

> F. Handke (2518) > V. Malakhov (2705)

» B. Bok (2488) » 1. Salgado Lopez (2621)
German league European Championship
05.02.2012 24.03.2012

1. +- 1. +-
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TESTS

> D. Solak (2602)
» M. Bartel (2665)

European Championship

31.03.2012

l... -+

> A. Frois (2347)

» T. Sanikidze (2549)

Cappelle la Grande
06.03.2012

1... -/+

4]

> S. Zhigalko (2658)
» S. Sjugirov (2622)
Aeroflot Open
13.02.2012

1. +-

> Yu Yangyi (2615)
» Li Shilong (2549)
Xinghua
03.04.2012

1. +-
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> V. Potkin (2669)
» Ant. Pavlidis (2431)

European Championship

21.03.2012

1. =

9]

> Y. Zherebukh (2594)
» D. Alsina Leal (2535)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

1. +-

> Z.Kozul (2601)
» A. Saric (2528)
Croatian Championship
20.01.2012

1. =

(10

> R. Wojtaszek (2704)
» A. Fedorov (2609)
Czech league
22.04.2012

1. +-



— SOLUTIONS —

1))
> F. Handke (2518)
» B. Bok (2488)
German league
05.02.2012

29.20xf6+!! Exfé6 [29...2xf6
30.Whs+-] 30.Exf6 £xf6 31.Whs
Bg832.Wf7! & g7

33.2f3!! This deep and silent move
was the point of the combination.
Black cannot prevent the 2Yh4 and
&\gs threats! If you have calculated
until here and had the feeling, that
the attack is decisive, 7 points. 33...
Wer [33...2h8 34.2Dh4+-] 34.2g5+!
hxgs [34...2h8 35.Wg6+- (35.2e6+-)]
35.8xg5! 1-0

(2)
> V. Malakhov (2705)
» 1. Salgado Lopez (2621)
European Championship
24.03.2012

25. 26! 1-0(25. £.c6 Wxc6 (25... Wf7
26. 2 xe8 Exe8 27.Ee1+-) 26.Exd6!
Wxde6 27.Wg7# This was too easy,
only 2 points.]

3)
> D. Solak (2602)
» M. Bartel (2665)
European Championship
31.03.2012

22...BExg3!! [22..Exd2? 23.Wag+
Ddy 24.Wxg8; 22.. Wxd2? 23. Ead1+-]
23.9c4 [23.fxg3 Exd2+ 24.%xh3
Wes!! was the whole idea! Bravo and
6 points are your reward if you have
seen this.(but not 24... Wf3?? 25. Wag+
Dd7 26.Was) ; 23.Bad1 Ega+ 24.Lh1
Exd2-+] 23...Eg2+ 24.%2h1 Hggs
25.%h2 £e6 26.Wa8+ &dy 0-1

()
> S. Zhigalko (2658)
» S. Sjugirov (2622)
Aeroflot Open
13.02.2012

24.Zec1!! Exbs 25.Excq4 Ecs [25...
Wxcq 26.Wxcqg Excqg 27.Ba8+ 218
28. 2 h6+- 4 points for this.] 26.dxcs
ds [26... £xa1

27.cxd6!! Wxcq 28.Wxcq4 Excq
29.d7+-] 27.Bcc11-0
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(9)
> A. Frois (2347)
» T. Sanikidze (2549)
Cappelle la Grande
06.03.2012

27...e4!! o-1, but resignation was a
bit premature.[2;...e4 28.d4 (28. & xg7
exd3! 29.Bxd3 Weg+-+; 28.dxe4
Exdr 20.Wxd1 &£xa1 30.Wxai
Wxeq+-+) 28..Ecd8! winsa pawn. 3
points if you did not make mistake in
the calculations!]

> Yu Yangyi (2615)
» Li Shilong (2549)
Xinghua
03.04.2012

Precise calculation is need-
ed! 31.9Dxes!"! fq 32.Wxcs!! dxcs
33.Exdy Wxdy [33..Whyg 34.Eaay!
&f6 35.Bxhy+ D xhy 36.2g6+ g8
37.0xhg+-] 34.9xd7 fxg3 35.2xf8
gxf2+ 36.Lxf2 Exf8+ 37.&e3+-
White ended up in a winning end-
game. An amazing hard puzzle for 7
points.

Mm
> V. Potkin (2669)
» Ant. Pavlidis (2431)
European Championship
21.03.2012

36.Hh3!! Wxcy 37.Wxg6+ Sur-
prisingly, Black cannot escape
from the perpetual check. 37...5f8
38.Wf6+ Wf; 39.Whg+ Wgs [39...
Pe7 40.Wes+ £d8 41.Wbs+ ey

42.Wes+=] 40.Wf6+ Wf7 41.%Wh8+
Weg 42.Wf6+ 6 points. 42...Wf7
1/2-1/2

8
> Z. Kozul (2601)
» A. Saric (2528)
Croatian Championship
20.01.2012

20.a3!! Black cannot handle the
threats on the back rank. 20...Wcs
21.2e4! Ebxd8 [21..Wxes 22. Exb8
Exb8 23.2d8+ Exd8 24.Wxds8#]
22.Exd8! Exd8 [22..Wc6 23.2f6+!
gxf6 24.Wga+ ©h8 25. Exf8#; 22...
Wxes 23.Exf8+ Lxf8 24.Wd8#]
23.%)xc5+- 3 points.

9)
> Y. Zherebukh (2594)
» D. Alsina Leal (2535)
Aeroflot Open
09.02.2012

26.2.g6!! Too many storm clouds
around the king! 4 points! 26...Ee4
[26..Pe7 27.Exd7+! Exdy 28. Wc8+
ey 29.Wby+ f6 30.Wxfr+ Lgs
31.&hyl+-; 26..Bgs 27.&xf7+
Exf7 28.Exd7++-] 27. £xeq4 Wxeyq
28.Wxe4 dxeq 29. Ec6!?2+-

(10

> R. Wojtaszek (2704)
» A. Fedorov (2609)
Czech league
22.04.2012

23.84!! An excellent idea to under-
mine Black’s central pawns. After the
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e4 falls, the position becomes hope-
less, but one more exact move had
to be foreseen! 23...fxg4 24.Eg3!! To
prevent the g3 threat. Black cannot
avoid losing huge material now. This
was the hardest puzzle of the hard-
est Test. Strong intuition was need-
ed for the rest of the game. 8 points!
24...Bae8 [24..2)hs 25. £ xe4+- traps
the queen.; 24..Whs 25.2)xe4 D xe4
26. £ xe4 gxh3 27. & f3+- Wxhy next
move.] 25. £ xf6 Wxf6 26.2)xeq4 Wey
27.2)xg4 [27.2Dg5+ was even easier,
but the text move is also winning. 2;...
Bf8 28.9f5+-] 27... 2xg4 28.hxgs
Whyg+29.2h3 Wxg4 30. g5+ £ xgs5
31.Wxh7+ 1-0

RATINGS

50-42
Bravo, tactics are in your vains!

41-35
You are an extremely dangerous tac-
tical player!

34-26
You have great tactical skills, but
there is still place for improvement!

25-15
Not bad, but solve more examples
from the “Hard” section!

14-6
Practice, practice, practice! :-)

5-0
Medium section is probably the right
one for You.



—TOP 10 —

This is the ,,cream de la cream” area with the most spectacular puzzles.

This section is not about the level of the examples! It is made for pure joy and
for true chess lovers!
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1)

> B. Adhiban (2561)
» M. Sadler (2660)
Wijk aan Zee
19.01.2012

1. =

> A. Shomoev (2570)

» D. Khismatullin (2664)
Aeroflot Open

07.02.2012

1... -+

(2)

> E. Sutovsky (2700)

» S. Grigoriants (2561)
European Championship
23.03.2012

1. +-

4)

> A. Fier (2603)

» A.R. Salem (2505)
Gibraltar

31.01.2012

1. +-
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> Zhou Jianchao (2625) > Z. Almasi (2717)
» Bu Xianghzhi (2668) » Alb. David (2598)
Xinghua Gibraltar

27.03.2012 30.01.2012

1. = 1. +-

m (8)

> A. Naumann (2546) > E. Tomashevsky (2740)
» R. Rapport (2547) » A. Korobov (2660)
German league Aeroflot Open

26.02.2012 11.02.2012

1...= 1. +-
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9) (10)

> I. Salgado Lopez (2621) > E. Rozentalis (2592)
» J. Granda Zuniga (2640) » B. Socko (2636)
Iberoamericano Championship Austrian league
22.04.2012 21.04.2012

L +- .. —+



— SOLUTIONS —

)]
> B. Adhiban (2561)
» M. Sadler (2660)
Wijk aan Zee
19.01.2012

The last Black move was the great
53... &dsxg2! It seemed to be all over,
but White found a fantastic idea...
54.Wxh6+!" White frees the hg
square for his king, in order to escape
there from the matenet. Other moves
were losing. [54.exf7? £ds+! 55.%f>
(55. L¢3 B8a3+-+) 55... Bxf2+ 56.Bg3
Ef3+! 57.%h2 (57.%hg Eaaz-+) s7...
L xf7—+; 54.Bxg2? Exga+ 55.8xg2
Wo6+ 56.Wg3 Baz+ 57. 23 Eaz+-+]
54...gxh6 55.exf7 and Black has noth-
ing more than a draw. 55... 2ds+ [55...
2 fi+ 56.2h1!] 56.2g3 £xf757.2hg
Eg8 58.Exg8 Lxg8 59.Exd4 1/2-1/2

2
> E. Sutovsky (2700)
» S. Grigoriants (2561)
European Championship
23.03.2012

The puzzle is really beautiful...
32.Ee8+! &h7y 33.E1e5!! Dxes [33...
Wxf3 34.Ehs#] 34.22f6+! 1-0 This
is the point! Black cannot hold the
pin of the c2 bishop.[34.2)f6+!! gxf6
(34..2h6 35.9g8+ Phy (35...Bg5
36. Exes+! Wxes 37.Wgq#) 36.Whs#)
35.Whs+ g7 36.Whs#]

(3)
> A. Shomoev (2570)
» D. Khismatullin (2664)
Aeroflot Open
07.02.2012

It is possible to feel that something
should work now, but the position
requires powerful handling! 37...
2 xg3!! 38. Wxg3 Hxe3 39. Exe3 Exe3
White must cover the e2 square with
the king. 40.Wg4 [40.Wf2? Wgs+—+]

40...%Wes!! This is the first silent point
of the whole combination! Black re-
freshes the Ee2 threat. 41. £d1 [41.
Ef> Wxds+-+; 41.f6 Ee2+-+ Black
mates first.] 41... £d6! And the sec-
ond subtle point! Black had to forsee
this move and its consequences be-
fore 37..2)xg3! 42.Wf4 Eg3+!! The
most precise way towin! [42...Wxds+
43. 23 Wda+-+] 43.2xg3 [43.&h2
Wxds—+] 43...We3+ 44.2gq4 £xf4
45.Exf4 Wgi+ 01
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4)
> A. Fier (2603)
» A.R. Salem (2505)
Gibraltar
31.01.2012

A fantastic position with many nice
tactics. 39.Zxe7? [39.f6! would have
won on the spot 39...exf6 40.2h7+
&xhy 41.Exd2 Exd2 42.%xd2+-]
39...22g1? Tempting, but losing move.
[39...Exc2! would have saved the
game 40.E xc2 Exc2 41.f6 Seems like
White is winning, but...

41..Bg2!! 42.g6 Egi+! 43.2d2 (43.
De2 Dxfa+! 44.9xf4 Exg6=) 43...
Eg2+! perpetual check, the king
can not go forward.] 40.2d1? [40.
Ze8+!! This strange looking check
would have won the game 40...&f7
41.2d1!! was the point!! 41..Exdi+
(41...Bxa2 42. & xhs+ Bg7 43.f6+
Dhy 44.96+ Dh6 45.Eh8%) 42.Bxf2
Dxe8 43.Eb2+-] 40...Exa2

41.f622 And Black has only one move
to not lose, but it is actually winning.
(It is already White, who should
have found the only move to survive.
41.Be8+! Bgy 42.f6+ 42..2g6

43.f7! &xf7 (43...Eg2 with the
threat of 23! 44.fs+ Dxf7 (44...
Dxgs5?? 45.Bg8++-) 45. & xhs+ g7
46.Be7+=) 44. &xhst+ g7 45.Bey+
Df8 46.Be8+ Lgy 47.EBey+= Black
can not escape from the perpetual
check.]
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41...Eg2!! With the threat of £)f3
and Eg1 mate. 42.f1 [42.Be8+ Shy
43.Be7+ Bg6-+] 42...0h3! 43. Le2
Egi1# 01

9)
> Zhou Jianchao (2625)
» Bu Xianghzhi (2668)
Xinghua
27.03.2012

Black seemsto belost,buta very long
combination saves him! Who could
believe, that the a6 pawn plays the
main role in the position?! If it were
on a7, White would have won. 34...
Wb6+! [34..f5 35.Exeq!+-] 35.Ef2
Whi!! 36.2xe6 Wxer+! 37.Wxer
Eb1 Black found this great idea, but
the end is very far... 38.%xb1 £ xb1
White is a piece up, but both bishops
are hanging. 39. 2ds! 2d8! 40. &6
[40.Eb2 &xh8=] g0...Exds 41.Eb2
Double attack, but here joins the
»small” a6 pawn to the game. 41...

Ebs! 42.Exbs 1/2-1/2[42. Ed2 Eb8=]

(6)
> Z. Almasi (2717)
» Alb. David (2598)
Gibraltar
30.01.2012

We are facing a really complex mid-
dlegame with many nice tactical mo-
tifs. 23. Exh7!! &xhy 24. Wh4+ Sg6!
Many tempting moves, but only one
leads to win. [24..3g8 25.&xg7!!
Dxg7 26. Whe+ g8 27.g6+-]

25. £e2 [25.2)xcs!! was the winning
movetocreatethe £d3threat. 25... 2 f5
(25...&xc5 26.2d3+ &fs 27. & xfs+
Dxfs 28.Wh3+ g6 29.f5#) 26.2.d3!
£ xd3 27.%9)xd3+-; 25. £ xg7 Black sur-
vives after 25..Exb3!! 26.%he+ (26.
axb3 Dxb3+ 27.cxb3 Des+ 28. L.c4
Dgql-+) 26..Bfs5 27. 2 h3+ (27.axb3
Wxfy+ 28.2b1 Wl 29. & h3+ Ley)
27..Bxh3 28. Wxhs+ g6 29.Whe+
&fs 30.Wh3+ leads to draw.] 2s...
Zh8! Black defenses well for a while.
26.Wxh8 £ xb3+! 27.axb3 Wxf4+
28.€2b1 But now he goes wrong... 28...
2Dd2+? [28.. Wxd4 would have saved
Black 29.Whs+ &fs 30.Wxf7+ 216
31.Efi+ White must act quickly due
to the threat on b2. 31.. 2e4 32.c3

32... Wxc3!! just ¢ " 133.bxc3 (33.
Wo6+ De3 34.bxc3 Bxb3+=) 33..
Exb3+ 34.2a2 Eaz+ 35.%b1 Ebz+=
With perpetual check.] 29.%a2
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Wxdgs 30.Whs+ Sfs 31.Wxf7+
£f6 32.gxf6! gs Mutual mistakes
are coming now in the timetrouble.
(32.. Wxg1 33.fxg7+ Deq 34.2d3+
Fes 35. Wer+ f6 36. Wxb8! Whi+
37.%a3+-] 33.Why+? It would have
been very important to transfer
the bishop to d3. [33.2d3+! ©f4
34.Wc7+ Wes 35.f7! Wxcy 36./8Q++-
now, Black does not have £fs re-
source.] 33...%f4 34.2d1 [34.Wc7+
Wes 35.f72 Wxcy 36.f8Q+ &fs5! was
the difference] 34...&e3? This brave
move is a decisive mistake. [34...
Wes 35.2xd2 Was+ 36.%9b1 Wxd2
37.Wc7+ Bfs 38.Wxb8 Wer+ 39. a2
Was+=] 35. £d3 [35. £h5+-] 35...Wbg4
36.Be1+ Lf3 37.Wc7!! This silent
move prevents Was and threats with
We3 in the same time! It is over now.
37..Whg 38.f7 215 39.Ef1+ 1-0

M
> A. Naumann (2546)
» R.Rapport (2547)
German league
26.02.2012

Zf3 threatens to trap the queen. What
should Black do? 25... £d4!! 26. Ef3!
[26.2xd4? cxd4—+] 26...2xc4"! Bril-
liant idea! All the piecesstart to hang.
This is White’s turn to decide where
to take... 27.2)xd6! Excellent idea to
decoy the c4 knight! [27.Eb3? Both
rooks are trapping now the queen,
butstill thereis an escape. 27..2) xf4+!
28.90xf4 (28.Exfy Exfq! 29.9xf4
Wxfsw) 28.. Wi+ 29.8h3 Les! with
decisive attack.; 27.Wxc4? Wxeq4—+]

27...Bxf4q!! Amazing position! There
are 10 pieces on the board from which
7 are hanging. [27..2xf4+ was less
spectacular, but probably leads to the
same result. 28.2)xf4 Exf4 29.Exe3
Dxe3+ 30.2g3 Bgat+ 31.2f3 Dxc2
32.Eb8+ Dg7 33.Bxg4e Des+ 34.5f3
&xds 35.8b7+ and the game should
have a peaceful finish.] 28.2)xf4
White could give a perpetual check,
but he allows to his opponent to do
the same. [28.Eb8+ gy 29.Bby+
Dg8=] 28..0xfa+ 29. Exfg Wxfy
30.2xc4 Wga+ No way to avoid
draw. 31.2h2 [31.2f1 Wgi+ 32.Fe2
W+ 33.2d1 Wi+ 34.2d2 Wi+
35.2a Wer+ 36.Wd1 Wes+ 37.Weo
Wei+=] 31...Whyg+ 32.2g2 Wgy+
33.h2 Why+ 34.2g2 Wgg+ 1/2-1/2

(8)
> E. Tomashevsky (2740)
» A. Korobov (2660)
Aeroflot Open
11.02.2012

24.66? [24.2xf7! was winning in
a study-like way. It is impossible for
a human to forsee any of the lines, we
can only trust in our intuitions and
imaginations. 24..Wd2! (24...&xf7?
26. Wey++-) 25. Wxd2! £xd2 26.Ec7!
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26...e3! Everything was forced until
this moment, but what to do now?
Black’s e-pawn is promoting with
mate... 27.f6!! with the idea of £ heé!
(On 27.)hé6+ gxhé

28.f6 Black has a brilliant defense:
28...Za8!! Only move, the rook must
be protected. a) 28... Eb8 does not save
Black 29.66 £b4 (29...e2? 30.f7+ &f8
31.£a3++-) 30.Bg7+ 2f8 31.e7+ Les
32.2g8++- wins.; b) 28..e2 29.f7+
&f8 30. La3+ Eey 31. Lxe7+ Dxf7
32. 2bg++-; 29.6 £b4! and White
has nothing more than draw. (29...
e2? 30.f7+ Bf8 31. Laz++-) 30.Egr+
&8 31.Exhy (31.e7+? Le8!) 31...
Lg8=) 27...Ec8 The tension is still on
the maximum.

189

a)27..h6 is very tricky, to give ,air” for
the king, but... 28.2gs!! (28.2Dxh6+?
Dhy!) 28..2h8 (28...hxgs 29.f7+ Lf8
30.&a3++-) 29.f7! Ba8 30.Exb7 hxgs
(30...27 31.9)f3) 31. £d4! e2 32. £ f2x;
b) 27..e2? 28.2Dh6+!+-; 28.2h6+!
gxh6 29.f7+ &g7 30.e6+ Lg6 31. Exc8
e2 I recommend you to stop here and
try to solve the remaining part of the
puzzle!

32.Ec1!! Only move, but still it seems
like White can hardly stop the e-
pawn, while Black’s dark squared
bishop together with the king will
catch the passers. But the truth is
the opposite! 32..&xc1 33.&c3!
£a3 34.bg!! Black has to give up his
own hope to stop the f-pawn. 34...
e1Q+ 35. & xe1 £g7 and here comes
the keymove: 36. &d2!'+- (but not
36.2.c3+ Bf8 37. £.d2 because of 3;..
£b2!)]24...fxe6 25.Ec71/2-1/2 Clev-
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er draw offer, since 25... Ee7 would
give a slight advantage for Black.[2s.
Ecy EeyT; 25.9)xe6 £d6 26.h3 Exe6!
27.Wc 4! W4 28 Wxe6+ A8 29. Ec8+
2 xc8 30.Wxc8+=]

9)
> I Salgado Lopez (2621)
» J. Granda Zuniga (2640)
Iberoamericano Championship
22.04.2012

28.2)xf7!! The move suggested itself,
but it had to be calculated precisely!
28...2xf7 29. 2 xf6 £xf6 [29.. Wxf6
30.0g5+ ey 31.Ef3!+-] 30.Wxhy+
&f8 [On 30..2e6 31.Eeds!!+- Black
can not hold himself against the
threats.]

31.20h4! Only this way, but before
making this move, you had to see
the final position. Unless you have
exceptional intuitions. 31...2xhg
32.Zf3+! 216 33.Exd7"! In order to
open the bishop’s diagonal. Every-
thing is forced! 33...20xdy (33... Wxdy
34.Exf6++-] 34.c5! Ee6 Black seems
to hold, but the final strike is just
coming! 35. £ds! Wa6 36.c6! 1-0

(10)
> E. Rozentalis (2592)
» B. Socko (2636)
Austrian league
21.04.2012

I thought such kind of puzzles were
existing only in the 19th century! 17...
Dd2"118.2xc6 D f3+19.2h1 L g2+!!
This is the brilliant point! 20.&xg2
Dxe1+ 21.2h3 Dxc2 22.Dxe7+
Df8 23. 2xc5 Dxa1 24.0c6+ Fe8
25.2)xd8 Zxd8-+ After thislong and
forced line Black achieved a winning
endgame. Unfortunately, he blun-
dered later and drew the game after
such a beautiful combination...






i Balogh Csaba was born on 19th of March 1987.
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Best tournament result:
ﬁ Winner of the Fischer memorial Supertournament
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